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CALL TO COMMUNITY GROUPS — 
COMMUNITY PUBLIC ART GRANTS 2008 


The Edmonton Arts Council, on behalf of the City of Edmonton, 
is seeking applications from Edmonton community groups 
interested in participating in the Community Public Art Program 
2008. Grants are available for Community Groups to partner 
with an artist to create a permanent public artwork. 


Deadline for Submissions: 4:30 PM Friday, June 20th, 2008 
Installation: November, 2009 


An information package, including an-.entry form and terms of 
the competition, can be downloaded from our website at: 
www.edmontonarts.ab.ca/publicart. 


For more information, contact the Edmonton Arts Council. 


EDMONTON ARTS COUNCIL 

808, 10310 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5J 2W4 
+1 (780) 424-2787 
www.edmontonarts.ab.ca/publicart 
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Here’s your opportunity 
| to save lives. 
Edmonton 


Donor Clinic 
8249 - 114 Street 
Monday - Friday 


| 8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
} 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
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| 8:30 am - 2:30 pm 


Book your life 
saving appointment 


today! 
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Spring time is here, the snow has finally 
all but disappeared and then, “Wham!” 
We're hit by a days-long blizzard. Oh well. 
If nothing else, that gives you a little extra 
time to start planning your summer and 
We is here to help you decide between 
cycling, hiking, longboarding and rafting. 


WALTER JULE / 22 


“There's not one way workplaces are going 
to be made safer, there's a whole bunch of 
ways, including giving workers more rights 
on the job. In Alberta, workers are stil! not 
a legislated, active part of health and safe- 
ty.” —Kevin Flaherty, occupational health 
and safety advocate, on making Alberta 
workplaces safer. 


MISERY / 20 


“Once you figure someone like her out— 
it's almost easier than playing a normal 
person, actually."—Nancy McAlear, on 
playing Annie Wilkes in Theatre Network's 
production of Misery. 


BUCK 65 / 60 


“| know that I'm not a household name 
and that | don’t sell a ton of records and 
that | occupy this really strange kind of 
area, but | really like it. It's mine.” 
—Buck 65, musician, on his place in the 
music industry. 
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The prudent Conservative myth 


SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon @vueweekly.com 
ne of the grandest lies in Canadian politics is that Conservative gov- 
Orner know how to manage the economy. In polite political con- 
versation, middle-of-the-road people will explain, with a straight face 
and the utmost gravity, that they may be “socially liberal,” but the Conserva- 
tives are prudent fiscal managers and therefore merit support. Mainstream 
newspapers are happy to perpetuate the myth. 

It is apparently only the facts that don’t lie. 

International credit rating agency Dominion Bond Rating Service (DBRS) 
‘warned last week that Canada may, for the first time in 11 years, face a budget 
deficit next year, despite positive growth in the GDP. At the same time, the 
NDP revealed—via a freedom of information request—that the Afghanistan 
mission is costing upward of $1 billion a year in unforecasted expenditures by 
the Department of National Defence. 

Cuts to the GST cost the federal treasury between $10 and $12 billion a 
year—those single-digit reductions in the GST effectively erased Canada’s 
decade-long string of budget surpluses. In the February 2008 budget, Harper 
pledged $14 billion in corporate tax cuts; which NDP analysis said means the 
government would collect 12 per cent more taxes from individuals, but 14 per 
cent less from corporations between 2006-07 and 2009-10. 

There's more: that $100 a month payment to parents for “child care” costs 
us about $10 billion over five years. The 2008 budget also allows for individu- 
als to sock away $5000 each year into tax-free savings accounts, at a cost of at 
least $1 billion annually in coming years. 

Canada is not teetering on the brink of a deficit due to out-of-control spend- 
ing, although, when the economy hits the skids, that’s what the Conservatives 
will tell us. Overall, spending went up just three per cent last year. The cup- 
board is bare because of all those tax cuts. 

Top Conservative strategist Tom Flanagan recently told the Canadian Press that 
Harper has brilliantly curtailed “the ability of the federal government to come up with 
new program ideas ... Over a period of a few years they've got all this in place and 
they never appeared to be making a radical shift... It’s quite a performance, | think.” 

Flanagan’s right: Harper has engineered a radical shift, without appearing to 
be doing much of anything at all. There’s a word for the distance between 
appearance and reality. It's called a lie. w 
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S/LETTERS 


NO, FULLER NEEDS TO CHECK FACTS 


| believe Mark Twain once said that 
“figures don't lie but liars figure.” Tom 
Fuller of the Alberta Federation of 
Labour ("It's Beason who needs a fact 
check,” Letters, Apr 3 - Apr 9, 2008) 
attempts to impugn my reputation, sug- 
gesting that my criticism of Maude Bar- 
low’s contention that real wages have 
stagnated over the past 30 years was 
based on “shaky foundations.” 

If one wishes to examine what has 
happened with real wages over the past 
30 years (not to assert, but examine), the 
proper aggregate or economy series must 
be used. There are literally scores of 
hourly, weekly and sector wage series 
available from Statistics Canada, but only 
one includes workers from a!l sectors, 
both part-time and full-time, etc. That is 
the series on total labour compensation. 
Taking that series and dividing by aggre- 
gate hours worked gives the average 
hourly wage for the entire Canadian 
economy, for all workers. In turn deflating 
that series by any of the relevant price 
indices will give average hourly real 
wages for all sectors and all workers. The 
series involved in the process | have just 
described are CANSIM tables 282-0022, 
282-0022 and 380-0001. 


Ve 


| invite anyone so inclined to under- 
take the exercise | have just described. 
If they do so, they will find that average 
real wages for all workers in Canada 
have increased by approximately 20 per 
cent over the past 30 years. 
DICK BEASON, PhD 
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS, U OFA 


SHOW “BEST-IN-CLASS” EXAMPLES, 


| am writing to reply to a recent article by 
Ricardo Acufia ("Mandate letters are lame, 
but Renner's reveals Stelmach’s view of 
environment,” Apr 10 - Apr 16, 2008). 

| have long been a-skeptic of the 
claims of the SUV-worshiping religion 
that say reducing greenhouse gas emis- 
sions-will wreck the economy. However, 
environmentalists, such as Ricardo 
Acufia, seem to have a plan to wreck the 
economy with no environmental benefit. 

In his article, Mr Acufia does not 
make any suggestions as to how the 
Stelmach government's environmental 
policies need to be improved. He does 
make a reference to “some of the best- 
in-class policies around the world,” but 
does not state where these policies are 
in place. If even Europe and California 
were in such a list, Mr Acufia would 
mention this in his article. His own arti- 
cle proves that the “best-in-class poli- 
cies in the world” are Alberta's. 

Mr Acufia’s article does accuse the 
Stelmach government of doing nothing 


about the environment, like the former: 


federal Liberal government. What does 


Mr Acuna suggest; shutting down the 
oil sands? If so, how is one gigatonne of 
CO» from flares in Saudi Arabia any less 
harmful to the polar bears than one 
gigatonne of CO> from oil sands produc- 
tion? Perhaps the Stelmach government 
could implement a more aggressive poli- 
cy for CO5 sequestration and also fallow 
the BC government's lead and imple- 
ment a carbon tax at the gas pump. 

But the policy the Stelmach govern- 
ment has in place is genuine progress 
from jokes about dinosaur farts and is 
courageous considering how vocal the 
SUV worshippers are in Alberta. 

JAMES P YUSHCHYSHYN 


‘SLEEPER IS SMOKIN’ MAD AT SMOKES 


Man, | furrow my brows not once but 
twice this week. Full page ads for god- 
damn Big Tobacco in both See and Vue 
Kind of makes your independent stance 
and left-wing journalism a bit hypocriti- 
cal, no? 

Keep Big Tobacco out of your fine 
magazine! - 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response, 
whether critical or complimentary. Seno 
your opinion by mail Nue Weekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB TSJ 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email {lat- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in Vue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit 
length and clarity. ; 


Can the Phili 


Boe mm... ~- 
KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina @vuewookly.com 
TA le Alberta's economy is 
certainly healthy, there's a 
very real chance its people 
might not be if things continue the way 
they have been. Even with workers 
flocking here to get a piece of the boom 
pie, the province—along with just 
about every province in Canada—is 
experiencing a severe nursing shortage 
that is leading to surgery cancellations 
and overloaded health care workers. 

With nearly a third of Alberta’s 
30 0000 registered nurses on the brink 
of retirement in the next five years, the 
province's health care system is facing 
a mass exodus that won't be alleviated 
by the 2000 nursing students promised 
by Ed Stelmach’s Conservative govern- 
ment to graduate by 2012, 

As of February, the vacancy rate in 
nursing staff was at five per cent, 
according to Capital Health 
spokesperson Steve Buick. With 
unemployment typically at five to 
seven per cent for the overall econo- 
my, Buick doesn’t believe that the 
problem is critical, yet. 

*The problem is that [the vacancy 
rate] is getting worse. It’s climbing 
specifically because we can’t add new 
people at the rate that we have to try 
to grow to keep up with the 
demands,” Buick says. 

A growing nursing shortage has 
meant more work for those who are 
currently in the profession. Jane Sus- 
trik, vice-president of the United Nurses 
of Alberta, says that nurses have been 
coming to the union with concerns 
regarding the lack of satisfactory 
patient care due to the busy nature of 
their work setting and exhaustion from 
working overtime hours, some of them 
being as long as 16-hour shifts. 

"There have been studies that have 
shown—I think it’s after nine hours— 
that your mind starts dropping off a 
little bit,” Sustrik says. "When you're 
looking at doing 16-hour shifts in the 
very intense setting that nursing is, 
there'd be concerns for nurses’ well- 
being as well.” 

What won't be revealed by asking 
the unions who represent nurses or 
Capital Health is what some nurses 
are currently doing to avoid the 
extreme workload. 

“There are a lot of places now 
where people are phoning in sick to 
avoid their jobs because they can 
guarantee that if they do come in, [the 
unit] will be short,” says one nurse 
who asked to remain anonymous. 

Sustrik says the current shortage is 
the result of poor decisions made by 
the provincial government in the past. 

“In the mid 1990s, [the govern- 
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ment) laid off 30 per cent of the work- 
force. They also closed all the [hop- 
spital based] schools of nursing. They 
closed them all down and we lost a 
whole generation of nurses. We 
reduced the number of seats in the 
nursing schools by almost half just by 
closing all those schools.” 

She adds that the nursing shortage 
isn’t due to a lack of interest in the 
profession, but a lack of available 
educational seats. 

“We know there’s enough people 
interested in nursing. Hundreds and 
hundreds of students are turned away 
every year from nursing programs. We 
think there are enough people out 
there that could meet our demands.” 

Margaret Hadley, president of the 
College and Association of Registered 
Nurses in Alberta (CARNA), points out 
that the instructor shortage in nursing 
schools is just as severe as the nurs- 
ing shortage itself, if not worse. 

“The average age for nursing 
instructors is actually slightly higher 
than the average age for the rest of 
the nursing population. They're going 
to be retiring sooner or potentially 
sooner,” says Sustrik. “There's going 
to have to be a serious look at how 
we get instructors, what their qualifi- 
cations are going to be and how we 
are going to get them in place to 
teach the students that we need.” 

The Faculty of Nursing at the Uni- 
versity of Alberta declined an inter- 
view request to discuss the nursing 
and instructor shortages. 


TO ALLEVIATE the nursing shortage, 
Capital Health is bringing in 600 inter- 
national recruits, mainly from the 
Philippines and the United Kingdom, 
between now and December. Buick 
quickly asserts that this solution isn’t 
long-term and that local training pro- 


grams must ultimately increase to 
deal with the workforce shortage in 
the health care system. 

Sustrik also stresses that hiring for- 
eign nurses must be seen as only a 
short-term solution. 

“We need to address our own nurs- 
ing shortage,” she says. “There's a 
nursing shortage worldwide, so 
poaching from other countries is not 
helping the overall nursing picture in 
the world.” 

While Capital Health, UNA and 
CARNA all believe that hiring interna- 
tional recruits should only be a tem- 
porary solution, Tessie Oliva, founder 
and current advisor of the Filipino 
Nurses Association of Alberta (FNAA), 
which has a partnership with Capital 
Health in the recruitment of the inter 
national nurses, says it could be a 
long-term solution to the problem. 

While there are legitimate concerns 
about the South to North “brain 
drain/brain gain” when countries 
such as Canada do mass recruitments 
of professionals from other, usually 
developing, countries, Oliva says that 
in the Philippines the nursing problem 
is one of oversupply. 

“(The] number one export in the 
Philippines is nurses. It produces nurses 
in the thousands. A lot of nurses [there] 
don't even have jobs. A lot of nurses are 
just volunteering with no pay in order to 
get experience,” she says. 

This oversupply of nurses has cre- 
ated a growing dependency on the 
nursing profession to contribute 
towards the national economy 
through the remittances they send 
home. The overdependence in pro- 
ducing and exporting nurses has also 
meant many other important sectors 
in the economic and social sphere of 
the Philippines—such as infrastructure 
and the need to address the problem 
of a rapidly growing population—have 
been largely ignored. 

"The Filipino government is so cor- 
rupt that it doesn’t even know its pri- 
orities. They should be focussing on 
everything, not only nurses,” says 
Oliva. “[But] it sees that nurses are 


making a lot of money abroad and 
sending lots of money back to the 
Philippines to support their families.” 

There are currently no quotas on 
the number of accepted nursing appli- 
cants in the country. Nursing is a “big 
money-making business” that opens it 
up to corruption 

“There are so many nursing schools 
that are open—growing like mush 
rooms—in the Philippines and they 
are not accredited. Some of these are 
privately owned,” Oliva reveals. 
“When [the FNAA] was involved in 
this partnership [with Capital Health], 
I had to reiterate to them that you 
cannot just go and hire nurses in the 
Philippines wherever they come out.” 

Oliva says that the link between the 
Philippines and the nursing profession 
can be found in unlikely places 

"The majority of nurses that [Capi 
tal Health] has hired from the UK— 
guess who they are? Filipinos.” 


KAREN HUGHES, a sociology professor at 


the University of Alberta who does 
research on the live-in caregiver pro 
gram, sees a similar situation of workers 
migration through multiple countries in 
the live-in caregivers sector, which also 
draws heavily from the Philippines 

“A lot of women who come to work 
as nannies—whether doing child care 
or elder care—they will often immi 
grate first to another country before 
they move to Canada. So you kind of 
get this chain migration where they 
first go to Dubai, then maybe England 
and then Canada,” explains Hughes. 

A major concern for immigrant 
nurses is the difference between the 
requirements needed to enter Canada 
and those needed to actually practice 
their profession. 

Last year, Oliva spent five months in 
the Philippines giving university lec- 
tures to nursing students about how 
the Canadian accreditation system 
works, as well as the barriers and chal- 
lenges immigrants face upon arrival 

For the first time, some registered 
nurses from overseas are now being 
brought in as licensed practical nurs 
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€s. While the role of LPNs increasingly 
resembles that of RNs, LPNs are still 
paid substantially less and do not 
belong to the same union as RNs. 

More problematic, says Oliva, is 
when a professional discovers that he 
or she cannot get a job at all. She 
recalls the difficulties many professional 
nurses in the ‘60s and ‘70s had with 
passing the board exams, which is what 
prompted her to create the FNAA. 

“One of the biggest problems Cana- 
da has is misinformation,” states 
Oliva. “These prospective immigrants 
are flying here and [immigration] tells 
you as a doctor, ‘No problem! Every- 
thing is fine. You are high on the point 
System so you can immigrate to 
Canada.’ But when they enter Canada, 
what happens? They cannot practice! 
A lawyer is a taxi driver. A nurse is a 
nanny or a housekeeper.” 

Hughes points out that many live-in 
caregivers have training as nurses 
and the fact that the Canadian gov- 
ernment does not look into their situ- 
ations after they compete the live-in 
caregiver program means that inter- 
national nurses are being hired with- 
out having first considered those who 
are already in Canada 

“We've already got a bunch of peo- 
ple in the country who have worked 
in the live-in caregiver program and 
have training as nurses so why aren't 
we looking at recruiting them?” Hugh- 
es asks 

Oliva stresses the need to improve 
the accreditation system, pointing out 
that, in addition to significant person- 
al impacts, stressed and unhappy 
immigrant workers simply add addi- 
tional problems to an already over- 
taxed system 

“What [FNAA] told [recruiters] is that 
you have to be honest with these peo- 
ple and not [create] a situation where 
they will be depressed and have mental 
problems. What will happen to those 
healthy immigrants that immigrate 
here? They came here and met all the 
health requirements but when they 
come here, they become sick. And that 
puts stress on the system and more 
money put into the system because 
these people are stressed.” 

It’s a familiar story: efforts to save 
money—whether through funding cuts, 
reduced educational seats or hiring 
international recruits who later discover 
that they don’t meet the requirements 
to practice their profession—ultimately 
costs the health care system more 
money when everyone, from over- 
worked nurses to patients not receiving 
the care they require to jobless immi- 
grant professionals, become more 
stressed and ill as a result. v 
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LEE FUND FOR THE ARTS 
2008 GRANT INFORMATION 


In 2008, the Lee Fund will invest in Edmonton's creative community 
by providing funding for community arts projects which are described 
as collarborations between professional artists and a distinct 
community. 


Previously, the Lee Fund provided grants for the creation and/or 
development of new works in any artistic discipline and/or engaging 
children and youth in the arts. Applications for projects in these areas 
will be accepted in 2008. Starting 2009, the Lee Fund will be 
exclusively for community arts projects. 


DEADLINE MAY ‘1st, 2008 
Visit the grants section of the Edmonton Arts Council wesbite for your 


application form at www.edmontonarts.ab.ca. 


Contact the Edmonton Arts Council for more information. 
PH: (780) 424-2787 or EM: |stalker@edmontonarts.ab.ca 


It’s the breast of times, it’s the worst of times 


Sc a 
= @vueweekly.com 


Because it's still Cancer Awareness Month, 
and because I'm a woman, | want to talk 
specifically about breast cancer for a 
moment. (I apologize to my male readers, 
though this is in fact relevant to men also.) 
The cancer establishment continues to 
highlight a strong link between fatty diets 
and breast cancer, but the link has to do 
with contaminants in fat, and like | said last 
week, with the wrong kinds of fats, and 
with a deficiency of essential kinds of fat. It 
has nothing to do with fat in general. 

And although the kinds of essential 
fats found in grain-fed meats and dairy 
and fatty fish actually reduce cancer risk, 
we're still pretty much buying the low-fat 
message—and then of course having to 
invest very heavily in damage control. 

But damage control often leaves a lot 
to be desired, just ask cancer survivors. 
And now, new research on current breast 
cancer treatments seriously calls into 
question their usefulness—gentler ver- 
sions and even entirely skipping it in some 
situations doesn’t significantly alter the 
odds of beating the disease. 

This isn't me saying this by the way— 
this was the conclusion of recent research 
reported at the San Antonio Breast Cancer 
Symposium. But it’s not likely something 
we're going to be hearing about from our 
doctors anytime soon—not because 
they're big chemo fans or anything, but 


because they want to help, and current 
treatments are the only tools they have to 
offer hope with. And as we all know, it 
sometimes takes a little while, and moun- 
tains of data, to shift course. 

The big issue for women past the mid- 
way mark is of course mammography. Doc- 
tors still recommend it, but aside from the 
fact that it does not provide the early diag- 
nosis they claim it does—cancers are pres- 
ent for close to a decade before they can 
be detected even with mammography— 
there is the little niggling issue of well- 
known radiation risks, evidence that in 
younger women in particular it is far more 
likely to cause cancer than detect-cancer. 

But for post-menopausal women, sure- 
ly it's a good idea? One meta-analysis of 
trials involving 66 000 postmenopausal 
women brought the authors to the conclu- 
sion that “there is no reliable evidence 
that screening decreases breast cancer 
mortality—not even a tendency towards 
an effect.” And while other research has 
found a small benefit, it’s a pretty 
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insignificant one that still leaves 99 per 
cent of those screened unlikely to benefit. 


THEN THERE'S the even more delicate 
issue of hormonal birth control. Our papers 
recently brought news that the birth contro! 
pill reduces risk of ovarian cancer, a benefit 
which ostensibly outweighs the increased 
risk of other cancers and the whole long 
list of risks that come with a lifetime of 
altered hormone balance—iittle risks like 
liver and gall bladder disease, blood clot- 
ting, heart attack and stroke, breast cancer, 
weight gain, fluid retention, depression, 
mood swings and candida overgrowth 
(which comes with a mile-long list of its 
own complications, one of them being 
impaired immune function). 

The thing Is that we have difficulty 
metabolizing synthetic estrogens. We 
know they stress our livers, increase our 
nutritional needs and result in high homo 
cysteine levels and inflammation, which 
we know increases our risk of heart 
ease, stroke and dementia, diabetes 
osteoporosis—and cancer. 

All this can make us feel powerless and 
angry, especially in the face of pressure 
from our doctors, which isn’t a good thing, 
given that maximum activity of immune 
cells with power to destroy malignant cells 
is inversely correlated to feelings of power- 
lessness or the inability to assert ourselves 

It puts me in the mood for an anti- 
inflammatory, herbal of course, nothing too 
strong for me, just maybe some free-range 
curried chicken for dinner followed by a 
hormone-free cream-topped berry cup, and 
some ginger or licorice tea for dessert. w 
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Details of TILMA sure 
don’t sound harmless 


RICARDO ACUWA / walberta.ca/parkland 

|magine a teenager who asks for permis- 
sion to borrow the family car after he has 
taken it out for a joyride and totalled it— 
jt doesn't matter what the answer is, 
because the damage has already been 
done. That is exactly what the Govern- 
ment of Alberta has done with its first 
piece of legislation introduced in this ses- 
sion of the legislature. 

In April 2006 the governments of 
Alberta and British Columbia negotiated a 
trade and investment agreement called 
the Trade, Investment and Labour Mobili- 
ty Agreement (TILMA). Neither govern- 
ment had discussed this agreement in 
their respective legislatures, nor had they 
sought any kind of public consultation or 
input on the agreement. 

Despite the secrecy and lack of trans- 
parency in the process—or perhaps 
because of it—TILMA came into effect 
between Alberta and BC on Apr 1, 2007. In 
other words, the agreement has been in 
place for more than a year, and has gone 
largely unnoticed by the public at large. 

{t was surprising to many, therefore, to 
see the government introduce as Bill 1—a 
spot usually reserved for showpiece gov- 
ernment legislation—the TILMA Imple- 
mentation Statutes Amendment Act. 

In other words, the legislature has 
been presented with enabling legislation 
for a trade agreement that has already 
been in force for over a year. What does 
that say about Mr Stelmach’s view of 
democracy, accountability and the role of 
the legislature? 

Even though it is well after the fact, 
Albertans and their elected representa- 
tives will finally have an opportunity for a 
public debate on this important issue, 
and it is important that we have a good 
understanding of what TILMA is 
designed to do and why. ’ 

TILMA was ostensibly designed to elim- 
inate barriers to trade and labour mobility 
between Alberta and BC. The reality, how- 
ever, is that such barriers are virtually non- 
existent. Capital, goods and services, 
investment and workers have been moving 
freely between the two provinces for years. 
There is no concrete evidence or research 
out there showing that these supposed 
barriers cost the economies of either 
province anything, or that they even exist. 
'n this sense, TILMA appears to be a solu- 
tion in search of a problem, and as such, is 
completely unnecessary. 

Hidden under all the pretty talk about 
becoming Canada’s second largest econom- 
fe zone and about cooperation between 
Neighbours lies the harsh reality that TILMA, 
just like other free trade agreements, was 
designed by big business for big business 
and is entirely contrary to the interests of 
Albertans and British Columbians. 

“Under the guise of harmonizing regula- 
tions and labour practices, TILMA actually 
Gives corporations and individuals the right 
to’sue any level of government or public 
body for up to $5 million if they feel that 
Jaws and regulations “impede trade.” And 


as with most trade agreements, these 
“suits” would completely bypass the courts 
and be decided on in secret by an independ- 
ent trade tribunal that is not accountable to 
citizens in any way, shape or form. 


WHEN HE INTRODUCED Bit! 1 in the teg- 
islature, intergovernmental affairs minis- 
ter Ron Stevens said that the critics 
“don't seem to have their facts straight,” 
and that “TILMA applies only to trade, 
investment and labour mobility ... It does 
not affect environmental priorities, social 
programs, Aboriginal programs, taxation, 
royalties, water and labour standards, or 
health and safety. All you need to do is 
read the agreement to see that.” 

A close reading of the agreement, how- 
ever, demonstrates that it is in fact Mr 
Stevens who seems to have his facts wrong. 
There is absolutely nothing in the agreement 
to stop any corporation from suing the 
Alberta government if environmental guide- 
lines, taxes, limitations on freshwater use or 
labour standards are deemed to hurt its 
business or trade in any way. 

The hoops that a government must jump 
through and the conditions that it must 
meet to protect itself from these types of 
suits (laid out in Article 6 of the agreement) 
are so stringent and ridiculous as to quar- 
antee that no government or public body 
would ever be able to do so. 

And the provisions do not apply to 
provincial government decisions. As of 
Apr 1, 2009, the provisions will also apply 
to municipalities, health boards, library 
boards, school districts and every other 
democratically accountable public body 
imaginable. This means that zoning 
requirements, ethical purchasing and pro- 
curement policies, living wage legislation 
and even school junk food bans can legal- 
ly be challenged under the provisions of 
TILMA. Sound harmless? 

As for Mr Stevens’ assertion that the 
agreement is not about labour standards, 
it is enough to look at the recent decision 
of the BC College of Teachers to comply 
with TILMA by bringing its standards in 
line with those of Alberta, which requires 
teachers to complete one less year of 
education before being certified. 

The evidence is clear: TILMA is little 


_ more than a bill of corporate rights 


designed to further limit the ability of all 
levels of government to act in the public 
interest, and to guarantee a mad dash to 
the bottom in terms of the labour, envi- 
ronmental and social standards within 
which we require businesses to operate 

We've finally gotten our opportunity for 
public debate on this frightening agree- 
ment; let's make sure we take advantage of 
it. If your MLA refuses to support Bill 1, 
they will not be able to proceed to the full 
implementation of TILMA. Make sure you 
let them know that. w 


Ricardo Acufia is executive director of the 
Parkland Institute, a non-partisan public 
policy research institute housed at the 
University of Alberta. 
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Alberta workplaces claimed 154 lives in 2007, up 24 per cent 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vusweekly.com 
jhe number of workplace fatali- 
ties in the province climbed 24 
per cent in 2007, making it the 
deadliest year for Alberta workers 
since 1982. 

The 154 workplace deaths accepted 
by the Workers Compensation Board 
last year, up from 124 in 2006, 
occurred at the same time as the lost- 
time claim rate, which the province 
uses to measure workplace injuries, 
continued the downward trend it has 
followed since 2000, dropping 6.7 per 
cent compared to 2006. 

It's a mix of good and bad news 
that has Barrie Harrison, a spokesper- 
son with Alberta Employment and 
Immigration, feeling frustrated with 
what he’s seeing. 

“To know that our fatality rate has 
gone up from the year prior is disheart- 
ening for sure,” he admits. “The fact is 
that the number of injuries continues 
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to go down in this province and that's 
going to be part of longer-term trend, 
but still, the number of fatalities of 154 
is just way too many and we need to 
continue to step up our efforts to make 
our workplaces safer.” 

Of the 154 fatalities recorded, 47 
were the result of workplace inci- 
dents, 44 were motor vehicle acci- 
dents and 63 were the result of deaths 
from occupational disease. 

Harrison says he is all to familiar 
with the tragic circumstances sur- 
rounding the workplace deaths. 

“You know, I carry what we call the 
‘duty phone’ that rings every time 
there’s a workplace fatality and when 
| hear about the circumstances sur- 
rounding these fatalities you give your 
head a shake. And you know that 
every one of these fatalities is 
absolutely preventable,” he says. 

“We're not going to sit here as a gov- 
ernment and look through rose- 
coloured glasses and suggest that things 
are good if they’re not and right now 
we're not happy with these numbers.” 

Harrison says part of the explana- 
tion for the increase in fatalities is 
that there are more workers in the 
province, but he admits that even 
when the growth in the workforce is 
factored in there hasn't been any sig- 
nificant change in the fatality rate for 
more than a decade. 

Kevin Flaherty, executive director of 
the Alberta Worker's Health Centre, a 
not-for-profit society that focusses on 
workplace health and safety, says that 
means that Alberta workplaces just 
aren't getting safer. 

“We should be able to measure suc- 
cess in [reducing fatalities] and it’s 
not success if we're looking at a flat 
line for the fatality rate. We should not 
be happy with the fact that we have 
not improved the health and safety of 
Alberta's workplaces over the last 15 
to 20 years." 

Unlike Employment Minister Hector 
Goudreau, who was quoted last week 
as saying “we really don't know” why 
fatalities are going up while the lost- 
time claim rate is going down, Flaher 
ty says there's a simple explanation 
for the seeming contradiction. 

“The basic reason is that the lost 
time claim rate is artificially contrived. 


For example, in order to have a claim 
and to be recognized as a claim, some- 
one has to file that claim,” he explains. 
“And for the past 15 years the WCB 
has, in collaboration with the province, 
set up a series of mechanisms that dis- 
courage people from filing claims. So 
there's a whole variety of those, but 
one of those is the whole return-to- 
work piece. People if 
they file a WCB claim 
now have a lot of 
chance that they'll 
just be put back to 
work on modified 
duties, so a lot of 
times they don’t 
even bother fil- 
ing a claim. 
“Another 
piece is what a 
lot of workers 
call ‘scared 
safe,’ the 
threat of 
drug test- 
LPR 
whether 
you're guilty 
or not, 
whether 
you're a drug 
user or not— 
because com- 
panies are 
allowed to test 
anybody who 
might be asso- 
ciated with a 
health and safe- 
ty incident. So 
you might be one 
of 10 workers 
working in an 
area where a 
minor accident 
happens and 
someone gets a 
minor injury. Well, if 
everyone in that 
room is going to get 
drug tested, even if 
you're totally inno- 
cent why would you 
say anything?” 
Harrison concedes 
that the lost-time 
claim rate has been 
criticized in the past, 
which is why the province has intro- 
duced a new measure—the disabling 
injury claim rate, which includes both 
injuries requiring time off work and 
injuries that allowed the worker to per- 
form modified duties without missing 
work—to more accurately illustrate 
what is happening in Alberta work- 


places. 

“There was a time when these 
types of injuries weren't counted, but 
we believe they should be counted, 
even if [the worker] didn’t lose any 
time. So, the nice thing about these 
statistics is that even though they are 
counted—and certainly there is more 
modified work than ever going on and 

as you see they did go 
up by 2.7 per cent last 
year—at least the 
overall disabling 
claim continued to 
/ go down and that’s 
a good sign.” 
But Flaherty 
argues that even 
with the new 
measures, too 
@. much emphasis 
is put on the 
lost-time 
claim rate. 

“I give 
them cred- 
Ltpe they, 
finally 

stopped 
using the 
lost-time 
claim rate by 
itself, but for 
the most part 
they still use it 
as the main 
measurement 
and they still 
reward compa- 
nies for driving 
that down. And 
you can drive that 
down by just hav- 
ing people not file 
claims, period. 
Counting the bodies 
on a long term basis 
is a better indication 
of the health and 
safety of workplaces 
than the lost-time 
claim rate, for sure. 

“But on the other 
hand it’s that same old 
thing: what are we 

counting? We’re only 
counting the people as 
defined by Workers 

Comp, so it’s underesti- 
mated. Just workplace-related cancers 
alone would push fatalities over 500 a 
year in Alberta. So there needs to bea 
much better, more serious look at all 
those statistics.” 
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workplace safety. He points to three 
new e-learning courses that are being 
launched, along with plans to step up 
government education and aware- 
ness programs, especially those 
aimed at young workers. 

“Probably bigger than all that is our 
continued work with the safety asso- 
ciations and with labour groups and 
with industry because it’s not just 
government's respensibility to make 
our workplaces safer,” he says. “Our 
biggest priority is to make the laws 
and to make sure that those laws are 
being followed, and that’s why we 
have our officers who do conduct 
over 13 000 inspections annually.” 

He also points to the strong 
messages that are being sent 
to employers who ignore 
health and safety through 
increased fines for violations 
In the first three months of 
2008, fines against seven com- 
panies totalling over $1.9 mil- 
lion have already surpassed 
the $1.72 million in fines hand- 
ed out in all of 2007. 

But Flaherty says there needs to be 
“much more sustained effort and 
resources” if the province truly wants 
to improve workplace health and 
safety. 

“The unannounced spot inspec- 
tions and enforcement need to be 
massively increased. There has to 
be a real threat in the workplace 
that someone is going to actually 
pop in the door and see how poor 
the health and safety is. And I’m 
not just talking about are the 
workers wearing their hearing pro- 
tection, it’s more like how is the 
work structured, how safe are the 
work processes?” 

Flaherty argues that any initiatives 
are bound to fail unless they involve 
those most impacted by poor work- 
place health and safety. 

“There's not one way workplaces 
are going to be made safer, there's a 
whole bunch of ways, including giv 
ing workers more rights on the job 
Alberta still doesn’t have joint occu- 
pational health and safety committee 
legislation. In Alberta, workers are 
still not a legislated, active part of 
health and safety. The attitude stil! 
tends to be, ‘We'll tell you what's 
good for you and how to do the job 
safely and you just go and do it.’ So 
you're cutting out the key players in 
the whole health and safety equa- 
tion, All workers are told is to work 
safe but they have very few channels 
to actually be involved in actually 
making the workplaces safer." Ww 
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All praise to the South African Transport 
and Allied Workers Union, which refused 


for four days to unload a shipment of Chi- ° 


nese arms destined for landlocked Zim- 
babwe. That was long enough for a South 
African court to issue a judgement refus- 
ing to let the 77 tonnes of weapons be 
shipped across the country to Zimbabwe, 
despite the South African government's 
unwillingness to intervene. 

Of course, the Chinese ship then just 
sailed up the coast to Mozambique. The 
Chinese weapons, which were shipped 
three days after President Robert Mugabe 
lost the Zimbabwean election on Mar 29, 
will still reach his army, police and party 
militia in time to terrorize the voters into 
reversing last month’s verdict in a run-off 
presidential election. But it was nice to 
see some fellow Africans take a stand 
against his thuggery. 

All praise also to former United 
Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan. 
After meeting Zimbabwean opposition 
leaders in Kenya on Friday, he asked 
bluntly, “Where are the Africans? Where 
are their leaders and the countries in the 
region, what are they doing?” The 
answer, as Annan knew very well, is next 
to nothing. But why not? 

Robert Mugabe, who has ruled Zim- 
babwe since independence 28 years ago, 
is now attempting to steal back last 
month's election. Three weeks later the 
results of the presidential race have still 
not been published, almost certainly 
because he lost by a wide margin to 
Opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai. But 
Mugabe has already said that there must 
be a run-off election even before the 
votes are “re-counted.” 

Meanwhile the militia of Mugabe's 
Zanu-PF party, the so-called “war veter- 
ans,” are using the records from the 
polling booths in rural areas to identify 
villages that supported the opposition, 
and conducting mass beatings in those 
villages so that the residents vote cor- 
rectly next time. Hundreds of people are 
in hospital with broken limbs after these 
beatings, and some are dead. 

Then there is the economic disaster 
of Mugabe's Zimbabwe, a country 
where unemployment is 80 per cent and 
inflation is 160 000 percent. Almost 70 
per cent of working-age Zimbabweans 
have fled the country in search of work, 
and those stil! at home mostly live off 
their remittances. But they don't live 
very long: life expectancy in Zimbabwe 
is in the mid-30s. 

This is in glaring contrast to the coun- 
tries that surround Zimbabwe, which 
have reasonably healthy economies, 
free media, democratic politics and the 
tule of law. Mugabe's regime is not only 
hurting Zimbabweans; it is doing huge 
damage to the region's image in the rest 
of the world. 


__ So why does the main regional organ- 
ization, the Southern African Develop- 
ment Community, not take a stronger 
Stand against Mugabe? Why did South 
African President Thabo Mbeki insist 
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€ perspective on the 
ation in Zimbabwe 


that there is “no crisis” in Zimbabwe, 
when obviously there is? 


IT’S ALL ABOUT PERSPECTIVE. 
Mugabe may be a monster, but as one 
of the last surviving leaders of the 
independence generation he is a sacred 
monster. Moreover, many other African 
leaders are half-seduced by Mugabe's 
claim that he is facing a re-colonization 
attempt by Britain. It's a comical notion 
for anybody who knows modern Britain, 
but in post-colonial Africa it has a cer- 
tain resonance. 

The fact is that Zimbabwe was once 
a British colony (called Rhodesia), and 
that Britain did nothing when the local 
white minority illegally seized independ- 
ence. It took 15 years of war and tens of 
thousands of African lives to overthrow 
the white minority regime, and at the 
end Britain promised to provide large 
amounts of money to buy out the white 
farmers who still owned most of the 
country’s good land. Then it reneged on 
its promise. 

In 1997 Clare Short, the Internation- 
al Development Secretary in Tony 
Blair's new government, wrote a 
famously stupid letter to the Zimbab- 
wean government in which she said: 
“We do not accept that Britain has a 
special responsibility to meet the costs 
of land purchase in Zimbabwe. We are 
a new government from diverse back- 
grounds without links to former colo- 
nial interests. My own origins are Irish 
and, as you know, we were colonized, 
not colonizers.” 

Mugabe was understandably 
enraged by a British politician of Irish 
origin claiming equal victim status with 
black Zimbabweans, and using that to 
repudiate Britain's treaty obligations to 
Zimbabwe. Whether that explains his 
decision to drive the white farmers off 
their land without compensation three 
years later (and thus to wreck Zimbab- 
we’s economy) remains to be seen. But 
the prominence of those same white 
Zimbabweans in the opposition move- 
ment that sprang up after 2000, howev- 
er understandable, certainly fed his 
paranoia. 

The other disturbing thing, from an 
African point of view, is the dispropor- 
tionate interest that the Western media 
take in the Zimbabwean tragedy. A US- 
backed occupation of Somalia by 
Ethiopian troops has plunged the coun- 
try back into war, killing thousands and 
turning hundreds of thousands into 
refugees, and it barely gets mentioned 
in the western press. Nor does the 
West seem to mind the striking absence 
of democracy in Angola, from which it 
buys a lot of oil. But about Zimbabwe, 
for some reason, it cares. 

There is no western plot to “re-colo- 
nize” Zimbabwe. Southern African coun- 
tries need to bring pressure on Mugabe 
to accept his defeat in their own long- 
term self-interest. But they bring their 
own perspectives to the problem, and 
that makes it harder for them to act. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in ue Weekly. 
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Guantanamo’s Child offers compelling look at ‘untold Sealy of Omar Khadr 


and bestselling author for his mem- 
oirs A Long Way Down, is ironic. 


in Guantanamo. 
As Shephard documents, Canadian 


To her credit, Shephard is even- 


JAY SMITH / jay@vueweekly.com 
handed in her depiction of all mem- 


GUANTANAMO'S CHILD: 


ven almost six years after his 

arrest, the name “Omar 

Khadr’ still provokes respons- 
es of “Omar who?” This ongoing 
public ignorance about the travesty 
of Khadr, whose detention epito- 
mizes the legal quagmire that is 
Guantanamo Bay, is the precise tar- 
get of Toronto Star journalist 
Michelle Shephard’s compelling, 
depressing, infuriating and neces- 
sary new book. 

As its title emphasizes, Canadian 
Omar Khadr was, by international 
law, a child soldier when he was 
taken into American custody in 
Afghanistan in July of 2002. 
Allegedly, he was responsible for 
the death of American soldier 
Christopher Speer in a battle that 
took place in a small Afghan town. 
As more information has emerged, 
however, his role in the killing has 
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become less clear: others were 
involved in the fighting, but were 
killed by American soldiers. In 
Khadr's trial, the possibility was 
recently proposed that Speer actual- 
ly died from friendly fire. Despite 
this, Khadr remains the last Western 
national held in detention, and the 
Canadian government refuses to 
intervene on his behalf. 

The fact that Khadr comes from a 
self-described “al Qaeda family,” 
nonetheless, has made him both a 
valuable prisoner in America’s “war 
on terror” and a difficult person to 
defend, at least unproblematically. 
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bers of the 
Khadr family: 
this is no pro-al 
Qaeda polemic. 
She unabashedly 
portrays how 
they were 
“Canadians of 
convenience,” 
with the women 
flying from the 
Middle East to 
Canada to bear 
children and the 
men returning 
for free Canadi- 
an healthcare. 
This critical- 
minded stance 
serves to high- 


GUANTANAMO'S 


government offi- 
cials initially 
included in their 
“press lines” (their 
set responses to 
media enquiries) 
that Khadr was 15 
when captured. 
Rapidly, this script 
was revised so 
that no one would 
whisper the words 
“child soldier” in 
relation to Khadr's 
case. 


COMPARED 10 

KHADR, the 
extent of public 
support for indi- 


viduals such as Ishmael Beah, for- 


light the absurd injustice that is 
mer child soldier in Sierra Leone, 
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Beah’s time as a child soldier was, 
quite rightly, considered a human 
travesty. Khadr, although his case is 
markedly different, was also a victim 
of circumstances: especially as 
revealed in Shephard’s book, it’s not 
as if he had much choice about 
being involved in war. The Khadr 
patriarch, who trained as an engi- 
neer in Canada but went on to start 
up a charity, Human Concern Inter- 
national, to help Afghan children, 
constantly relocated his family in the 
Middle East, despite the fact his chil- 
dren preferred living in Canada. 

Books deemed “current affairs,” 
as this one is, tend to be consoli- 
dated works of journalism. So 
Shephard’s style is emphatically 
journalistic, but in the good sense: 
this is well-paced and friendly 
reading with a firm commitment 
to clarity. 

The multitude of characters 
involved in the Khadr's “untold 
story” are introduced expertly: Cana- 
da’s High Commissioner in Islam- 
abad, Marie-Andrée Beauchemin, is, 
for instance, “an outspoken diplomat 
with fiery red hair and a love for 
chunky gold jewelry.” Though it 
would be easy to lose track of the 
countless characters, descriptions 
like this stick in one’s mind. This is 
illustration of both Shephard’s 
writerly skill and her commitment to 
reaching a broad audience. 

The story is far from over, how- 
ever. Obviously, Shephard was writ- 
ing the concluding elements of 
Guantanamo’s Child as Khadr went 
to trial earlier this year. In fact, 
what has happened since where her 
book leaves off (in February of this 
year) is equally impressive to issues 
of the military court’s jurisdiction 
and debated definitions over “illegal 
enemy combatants”: news that 


Speer was perhaps killed by friendly 
fire and that this was known all 
along. W 
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Computer gaming, if you're to stay cur- 
rent, is a heartbreaking treadmill of 
-and obsolescence—a sucker's 
game of yearly shell-outs for the various 
chips and cards that frankenstein togeth- 
er to make up your “gaming rig.” As a 
lifelong consumer of base-model laptops 
(and Maes), my hardware poverty has 
saved me from that FPS-powered mad- 
ness ... but even at the low end, if it's got 
a screen I've got to get games on it... 
When my old iBook crashed last 
week—crashed, as in, crashed to a tile 
floor and now serves only as a generator 
of delicate, mothlike fluttering noises—it 
took all my computer-based productivity 
and anti-productivity with it. Goodbye, 
Word; goodbye, Dwarf Fortress. 


j F GOT QUITE A LOT TO SAY ON THE SUBJECT AUD TP 
IER WoT HAVE TO PAUSE TO LISTEN TD JOUR SHIT’ 


The ancient, rickety old brick | had in 
backup, unstable and offering nothing but 
two terrible old NES titles in the way of 
gamy diversions, did what it could for 
about a week, but the frustration and ter- 
for of using a machine that had years ago 
exhausted its last legs got to be too much 
to bear. | had to get a new laptop ... and if 
| quit drinking, took the bottles in and 
switched to an all-rice diet | could just 
manage a $300 budget. 

Enter the Asus EeePC, the full-featured 
subnotebook computer for children and 
poor people. It's cheap for a lot of rea- 
sons. First, it's really small—no bigger 
than a smallish hardcover book and 
weighing less than a kilogram—so it's 
physically less computer. The LCD 
screen's only a seven-incher. It uses flash 
memory instead of a hard drive. There's 
no CD or DVD drive, but there is a handy 
SD card slot. Most importantly, it's built 
on Linux and comes bundled with 
free/open applications like 


OpenOffice.org, so its bottom line isn’t 
freighted with hundreds of dollars’ worth 
of application and OS licenses. | picked 
up the most basic model, with two gigs of 
storage and 512-meg RAM, in a fetching 
pale green for just under $330. 

So, yeah ... OpenOffice, Firefox and a 
surprisingly comfortable keyboard for 
something this small—I can get my work 
done, no problem, even though the 
postage-stamp-sized trackpad sometimes 
gives the same feeling one gets when 
driving a car with the seat slid all the way 
forward. The only real disappointment, 
Where I'm at, is in the games department 
Like | said, I'm used to machines that 
aren't real game-friendly; my little Eee is 
actively game-hostile. It sees games com- 
ing down the street, flips its window sign 
to CLOSED and rolls down the shutters 

Sure, there's a token nod to tolerance. 
The default handholding “easy mode” 
interface features a cheerful Games icon, 
a little picture of a cool-looking gamepad. 


YEAH? GREAT! THEN You aln'T MID IF 
I 60 ON ABOUT Hoy) AWESOHE = Am! 


NO HATTER How 
AWESOME. 


This fun-seeming icon is a lie; there’s noth- 
ing but sadness behind it. Frozen Bubble, 
an ugly, unchallenging, unlistenable ripoff 
of the sublime Snood: a crummy penguin- 
themed downhill race game; a Mister 
Potato Head simulator. And Solitaire. 

A quick word, here. You know what? 
Fuck solitaire. Solitaire is the apotheosis 
of futility and meaninglessness, a degrad- 
ing exercise whose only purpose is to 
obliterate consciousness. Solitaire sym- 
bolizes boredom, ennui, hopelessness 
Solitaire is a fast-forward button for a life 
not worth watching. Its default ubiquity 
on the world’s desktops is a cruel joke 


RIGHT. So! Gotta get some new games up 
in here, right? Maybe a good roguelike, 
an indie adventure-puzzler, a strategy 
game ... maybe a Civilization port! Easy, 
right? V'll just google up some links over 
here, grab a couple of downloads, check 
some shit out, and ... or ... oh. No? No 
Linux does not roll like that 
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here's only one thing more irritating than Linux: Solitaire 


This is totally new territory; I've had 
this machine for about a week, and in 
that time the getting of games has been a 
game in itsel'—a game | have yet to win 
The world of Linux is a world of strange 
incantations, various and often conflicting 
branches and flavors and threads of 
development, arcane libraries and 
resources, webs of correlation and critical 
dependencies. To a mind spoiled and fat- 
tened by 20 years of dragging and drop- 
ping, it can be nightmarish 

Trial and error. Trial by error. But | get a 
little smarter every time | have to scrap 
everything and restore factory settings 
because | fucked something up and stuck 
the system in an unbreakable boot loop 
I've already had to do that three times; it 
doesn't sting so much anymore. |'ll do it 
three hundred times, if it means an 
escape from the endless, pointless fever- 
dream of red Kings and red Queens forev- 
er taunting me with their eternal 
incompatibility ...w 
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Sorrentino’s Garlic Festival well worth the stink 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 
he motto of Sorrentino’s 17th 
Annual Garlic Festival is 
“Eat, Drink, Stink.” So, in the 
spirit of all things garlic, my dining 
companions and | ate garlic, we drank 
garlic, and yes, we stank of garlic. In 
fact, you may want to read this article 
at arm’s length; although it will have 
been many days, hours, minutes and 
seconds since my actual consumption 
of the garlic, | probably still stink. 
Lucky me. 

This was my first real exposure to 
the homage of this pungent herb. I 
was fortunate enough to have a rela- 
tively solitary day planned, one which 
involved minimal human contact, so 
the night before | decided to take full 
advantage by indulging in copious 
amounts of garlic. 

I gathered up a group of willing 
(and not so willing) participants and 
we descended upon Sorrentino’s 
West. My memory of this particular 
Sorrentino’s was slightly foggy, but 
involved a somewhat dingy strip mall 
not far from West Edmonton Mall. But 
the strip mall surrounding the busy 
parking lot we pulled into was 
upscale, inviting and transformed. It 
also housed a cupcake bakery, a yoga 
studio and the essential fashionable 
coffee shop—everything you need to 
make it through your day. 

The strip mall wasn’t the only 
recipient of a facelift. One step into 
Sorrentino’s West and all evidence of 
the functional but somewhat lacklus- 
tre previous décor was nowhere to be 
found. The restaurant was laid out as 
a semi-circle, doing away with the 
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severe lines and boxy interiors that 
square spaces so often fall victim to. 
A curvy, glass-block wall led us to the 
reception desk and a better glimpse of 
the rest of the room. My eyes wel- 
comed the dark wood tables and 
booths, soothing colours and funky, 
twisty lights. 

A large, dominant exhibit of garlic 
cloves, garlic crowns, garlic wine, 
garlic beer, garlic menus and a listing 
of garlic events reminded me of why I 
had wandered into the restaurant in 
the first place. We were quickly seated 
and left to peruse the menus. 


SORRENTINO’S has a large, all-encom- 
passing menu, but I set that aside in 
favour of the dazzling red, attention- 
grabbing, garlic-laced menu. My eye 
immediately wandered to the small 
section occupying the bottom corner, 
highlighting the featured wine and 
beer. | read it twice just to be certain 
but, sure enough, there was actually a 
garlic wine and a garlic beer listed. In 
the mood for adventure, I couldn't 
resist the temptation. 

1 ordered the Chateau de Garlic 
(essentially white wine flavoured with 
fresh garlic) but cautiously chose the 
2 oz sample size ($3). One of my 
courageous fellow dining companions 
ordered the locally brewed Garlic 
Lager ($5), beer infused with fresh 


& —— 


garlic. The two other risk-averse din- 
ers promptly settled on chocolate milk 
($3.50 each) and, despite our best 
efforts, were not about to be swayed. 


1 was almost giddy with the antici- 
pation of sampling that first sip of 
wine. Until then, though, I forced 
myself to concentrate on the rest of 
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the garlic menu which had a surpris- 
ingly large selection of garlicky cre- 
ations even for a garlic festival: 
everything from soups and appetizers 


id entrees was on there, 
i a garlic-laden pizza. 
i. faaeiered the linguine with prawns, 
as jus, black beans, Toasted gar= 
tomatoes and olive oil ($17) 
my fellow garlic cohort decided 
nne with arugula, spinach, 
verry atoes, roasted garlic and 
ees ($16). The menu teasingly 
entices you to take the garlic dare and 
add extra dashes of fresh, chopped 
garlic (all for only four calories a 
clove), but I decided my body could 
only handle so much adventure for 
one night and restrained myself. 

My other two conservative, boring 
dining companions ordered a bowl of 
minestrone soup ($6.50) and a cheese 
pizza, half with mushrooms ($14.35). 
Yawn. 


CAUTIOUS EXCITEMENT engulfed me 
when I spotted the drinks grandly 
making their way towards our table. 
My enthusiasm deflated somewhat 
when | noticed the absence of any 
sort of wine. Placing the beer and 
milks down, our waitress informed 
me that they were still trying to locate 
a bottle of the wine—not such a big 
seller, apparently. 

My companion leisurely poured 
the amber liquid into the tall, slen- 
der glass and graciously handed it to 
me with a smile. “You first.” 1 made 
the mistake of sneaking a tiny sniff 
first. It smelled like fresh, crushed 
garlic. | forged on and took a small 
sip, getting a rush of cold, bubbly, 
potent garlic. Definitely an acquired 
taste, but not one | was willing to 
acquire. The wine, when it did 
arrive, wasn’t quite as overpower- 
ing, but it wasn’t something I want- 
ed inside me, either. 

The aroma from the beer was so 
strong it began to cloak the whole 
table with its unique scent and our 
waitress happily removed both it and 
the wine (and kindly, without our ask- 
ing, removed them from our bill as 
well), replacing them with a more 
conventional Coors Light ($4.60) and 
a glass of the Sterling Vintner Caber- 
net ($9). They were much better. 

After snacking on deliciously 
chewy rustic bread studded with 
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roasted garlic cloves, our dinners 
arrived. Both pastas came in deep, 
white bowls and smelled delicious. 


My linguine had subtle undertones of 


rich, creamy, roast garlic, but the 
robust black beans, mild asparagus, 
and vibrant tomatoes were just as 
prevalent. The generous ring of-ten- 
der, garlic-infused shrimp nestled in 
among the noodles made the dish 
more potent with every bite, but 
pleasantly so. 


My companion’s penne was full of 


bright green spinach and ripe red 
cherry tomatoes, and topped with a 
liberal sprinkling of creamy white 
feta. The forkful that surreptiously 
found its way to my mouth had a sur- 
prising but intriguing smoky flavour. 
This dish contained significantly more 
of the rich, roasted garlic slivers, but 
again, they worked together with the 
other ingredients and didn’t threaten 
to dominate. 

The pizza and minestrone were, 


well, perfectly acceptable pizza and 
minestrone. 


ALTHOUGH | COULDN'T make it through 


all my pasta, | was craving something 
sweet. The waitress tried to convince 
us that the baked banana mascarpone 
crépe finished with a roasted almond 
and garlic cream was utterly divine 
but the little beer/wine episode made 
me somewhat skeptical. We reverted 
back to our comfort zones and 
ordered the chocolate torte with 
vanilla ice cream ($7.95) and a dish of 
mango sorbet ($7.95). Both were 
good, but by this time everything that 
entered my mouth tasted faintly of 
garlic. 

Check out Sorrentino’s Garlic Festi- 
val. It runs until Apr 30 and, since 
each location features a unique garlic 
menu, there are over 150 garlicky cre- 
ations to choose from. But prepare 
yourself—even if you only just eat the 
garlic, you'll still stink. w 
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Bad Hare will put a spring in your step 


BAD HARE DAY DOUBLE IPA 
Hetero LIQUOR STORE 
15.50 FOR SIX PACK 


There is a reason rabbits are often asso- 
ciated with springtime. Spring is the sea- 
son of optimism: new life, new hope and 
renewed interest in, unh—well, sowing 
wild oats. Rabbits seem to epitomize 
hopefulness and fresh beginnings. Plus, 
no one competes with their randy-ness at 
this time of year. 

Why am | going on about rabbits in a 
beer column? Because Edmonton’s latest 
spring seasonal beer has a rabbit theme 
going on. Except this is no cute bunny 
we're talking about. We're talking about 
Bad Hare Double IPA, the baddest rabbit 
that ever stole a carrot. 

Bad Hare is the latest brainchild of 
Sherbrooke Ligour Store. Sherbrooke has 
quickly become famous for its unparal- 
leled beer selection (more than 400 at 
last count). In one of their more inspired 
fits of creativity, they decided a while 
back to begin putting out a series of sea- 
sonal, limited edition beers. They would 
come up with a beer that befits a holiday 
or season, and arrange with local micro- 
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brewery Alley Kat:to brew it up for them. 
The beer is available only at their store. 

It started last St Patrick’s Day with a 
green beer. Then came a pumpkin beer a 
Halloween, then a chocolate cherry porter 
at Xmas, and a red ale at Valentine's Day. 
See the trend? 

The latest is a double IPA for spring. 
The rabbit theme is obvious. The reason 
for a nasty bunny (the label displays a 
rabbit biker, grimacing out at the drinker 
with an Easter Egg grenade in his hand) is 
the beer style. A double IPA, or India Pale 
Ale, is a big, formidable beer. 


1 HAVE WRITTEN about IPAs before: for 
anyone who doesn't remember, they're 
big, hoppy ales historically designed to 
survive the trip from England to India. A 
double IPA takes the qualities of an IPA 
and “doubles” it—it is hoppier, maltier 
and with a bigger alcoho! punch. Bad 
Hare clocks in a 7.8 per cent, and a 
reported 75 International Bittering Units 


(which, trust me, is a lot). 

Bad Hare is a deep copper beer with a 
thin-ish off-white head. It has a rich 
aroma of soft sweetness, caramel and a 
noted level of grassy hop. It is certainly 
not a small beer. It has a distinct thick 
ness to the body and a mutually formida- 
ble malt and hop presence. There is some 
lovely crystal malt sweetness and a 
rounded texture. The hop is subdued at 
first, but builds, ending with a lingering 
citrus hop flavour. The alcoho! is surpris- 
ingly subtle, given the beers strength 
One of the highlights for me is the linger- 
ing hop. - 

Overall it is a remarkable, balanced 
beer, although normally in a double IPA 
I'm looking for a little more aggressive 
hop character than this version offers. |t 
may be too balanced for the style, but at 
the end of the day it is hard to criticize it 
for that. Bad Hare is a masterfully crafted 
beer that offers hop, malt and:heft with- 
out losing drinkability. | could easily drink 
a couple in a sitting, but would need to 
make sure | arranged for a friend to drive. 

Plus | suspect it is potent enough to 
make even the most timid rabbit after 
drinking a couple to want to go forth and 
multiply. w 
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Not so Corn-y: what one 
crop is doing to our food 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

fter some best-selling books 
A= the history of cod or salt 

or sugar, recent documentaries 
have followed meat, coffee and choco- 
late from the fields and processing 
plants to our kitchen counters and din- 
ing-room tables. But Curt Ellis and lan 
Cheney, accompanied by director 
Aaron Woolf, don’t just study corn, the 
absolute ruler of all American crops. 
They move to Iowa, the heartland of 
com, to grow some themselves. 

King Corn begins with the two 
friends asking a question—why will 
their generation be the first in modern 
times to have a shorter life span than 
their parents’? The answer seems to 
lie in our stomachs, and after a Uni- 
versity of Virginia scientist analyzes 
their hair—a litmus-paper strand for 
what we ingest—he tells them they 
seem to be eating a lot of corn. 

So the pair decide to learn about the 
plant first-hand, leaving Boston for an 
acre of the golden ears in Greene (pop 
1015). What they discover, in the 
process, are some hard, bitter kernels 
of truth. “Growing com’ is a triple lie. 
= it's not really grown—in eighteen 

it ine seeds the acreage 
red to tolerate growing 


these aber made resistant to, 

and wait for the harvest. Second, it’s 

hardly com, but an inedible, genetically 

modified, nutrition-depleted version of 

the dominant Yellow Dent strain. Third, 

its usually not even coming to us as 

corn, but as corn-fed beef or corn 
é d soda. 

Corn makes you realize you 

to be watching it with a bag 

pe va in one hand and a soft 

the other. Ellis and Cheney 

pes til to do with their harvest, 

cattle feedlots and com sweet- 

to see what becomes of the 

py seas lowa is growing so much 

n fact, that elevators and 

we Overage sheds to help con- 

tain record harvests (a statistic as 
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empty but scary as McDonald's “More 
Than 100 Billion Served"). 

The glut began in 1973, when the 
Nixon administration's USDA head 
Earl Butz (interviewed here as an old 
man who's blindly consumer-capital- 
ist) set out the Farm Bill, seeding the 
way for a government-subsidy pro- 
gram for corn producers. That led, by 
the cracked logic of the free market, 
to tons of cheap, Surplus corn that’s 
made its way into about a quarter of 
our food, mostly as a cheap, empty- 
calorie sugar substitute. Sharp 
increases in obesity, diabetes and that 
predictable, drop in lifespan are the 
inevitable results. (But King Corn 
doesn't investigate or interview the 
academics here on the connections 
between U.S. governments and 
agribusiness. How much was Nixon’s 
administration, and other govern- 
ments since, in bed with Monsanto 
and other companies that have been 
pushing GM farming for decades?) 


AS A DOCUMENTARY, King Corn visits 
some familiar territory—folksy, 
Michael Moore Midwest terrain—but 
Ellis and Cheney are never conde- 
scending to the locals, instead defer- 
ring to them or chatting casually with 
them. There‘s no sarcastic voiceover, 
just the pair doing straight-ahead 
interviews. Ellis and Cheney even 
come by a connection to their new 
state honestly—both their great- 
grandfathers lived in the same lowa 
county. (This isn’t to say that there 
isn’t some disingenuousness: the 
pair's original aim in making the 
movie is a bit unclear, and a New 
York cabbie talks at such length about 
the adverse affects of high-fructose 
corn syrup on him, even implying a 


link to diabetes deaths in his family, 
that the two couldn't have just hap- 
pened to hail him.) 

What makes King Corn a truly 
excellent film, though, both in content 
and style, are its dark ironies and 
stunning look. The modern world of 
corn farming, captured through pho- 
tographs and crisp cinematography, is 
surreally beautiful here. This strangely 
beautiful look only emphasizes that 
the lush green of cornfields in Greene 
really isn't natural, and an alien-look- 
ing, giant dune of harvested corn may 
as well be from another planet, it’s so 
unnaturally abundant, nutrient- 
starved and dangerous. Cattle, for 
instance, are fattened with so much 
corn in so short a time that they 
develop acidosis—the corn has to be 
laced with antibiotics before it’s fed to 
what becomes our beef. 

So farmers are subsidized to pro- 
duce corn they can‘t themselves eat, 
labour-saving farm technology has 
led to life-shortening mass-produc- 
tion of “the poorest quality crap the 
world’s ever seen” in the American 
bread basket, and family farms get 
swallowed up by mass-producing 
conglomeration-operations. 

One last irony comes in the credits 
King Corn and its makers were them- 
selves subsidized by the government, 
through the corporation for public 
broadcasting. Now the rest of us need 
to fight fire with fire—and we can 
start with a burning second look at 
the corn-cheapened products in our 
local supermarket aisles. w 
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Gast your ballot! 


Let your tastebuds decide! 


Maybe its the pares that practically melted your mouth. Maybe its the samosas that sent your 
senses into orbit. Maybe its the chocolate creation that lives on in your memory and calls out to you every time 


you eat out. Edmonton has it all. 


Have your say. Tell us which food establishments serve your favorites in the categories to follow. Help the 
places you like win a coveted 10th Annual Vue Weekly Golden Fork Award. Read the results - and more - on May 
15th. For your ballot to count, you must give answers in at least ten categories and include your name, address, 


and a daytime phone number. 
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Vue Weekly’s 10th Annual Golden Fork Awards 
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We want to ensure you have sampled new and 
interesting food, so send us your name & daytime 
phone number and we will draw at least five names 
each week and give away great gift certificates! 
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Goretti Centre offers big fat Italian feast 


ERIN MIKALUK / erin@vueweekly.com 
=p runch is by far my favourite 
meal. You get to indulge in the 
best of both breakfast and 
lunch cuisine, while excusing the 
guilty feeling of overeating with a 
“Hey, I'm eating for two meals here.” 
So, a few months back, when a friend 
of mine told me she had stumbled 
upon the mother load of all mid-day 
meals, I couldn't wait to check it out. 

We were among the first to arrive 
in the main hall of the Santa Maria 
Goretti Centre, but knew it wouldn't 
be long before we were joined by the 
hordes of church-goers lingering next 
door. We didn’t have too much trou- 
ble sharing, though, especially not 
once we learned it was a mere $18 
per person for the seven-course feast 
awaiting us. 

We are assigned a table near the 
centre of the hall, and though I'm ona 
mission to fully immerse myself in the 
Italian dining experience, | was slightly 
intimidated by the size of the table, 
large enough to fit 10. I didn’t have 
much time to appreciate its immensity, 
though, before a server showed up to 
fill our cups with steaming coffee. After 
a few sips, the parade of food began. 

The seven-course meal changes 
from week to week and the rotation 
Tepeats every six weeks, so we're 
expecting a surprise. A massive bas- 
ket of sliced crusty bread arrive first, 
followed shortly by a sliver platter of 
antipasto. Despite the fact there's only 
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= | SANTA MARIA GORETTI 
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COMMUNITY CENTRE 
2 | 11050-8057, 4265005 


two of us, this tray, featuring fresh 
Italian cheeses, cold meats and veg- 
etables marinated in a tangy sauce, 
looks like it’s intended for a full table. 
My dining partner and I only made a 
tiny dent in the tray, figuring it best to 
save ourselves with six more courses 
to come. 


BY THE TIME course number two 


arrived, the room was starting to fill 
up. It almost began to feel like we had 
crashed some big Italian wedding as 
the way new arrivals warmly greeted 
each other with big hugs and a kiss 
on both cheeks. The Italian tradition 
of gathering for meals and catching 
up with family and friends is certainly 
alive in this community. 

Not quite as familiar with everyone, 
we focused on our vegetable frittatas, 
trying in vain not to fill our stomachs 


So early, though they made it difficult 
amazingly fluffy, with a spinach, 
mushroom and cheese filling delicate 
ly blended with egg, the frittata alone 
is enough to make me want to return 
for another brunch 

We decided to take a quick 
breather between courses to chat 
with a nice Italian couple who joins 
our table and sits down across from 
us. Their first priority was to order 
some wine, and in true Italian spirit, 
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FOOD & SPORTS... 


Cooking magazines worth their salt 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 

‘m a sucker for cooking maga- 
[== I used to wonder whether it 

was the profusion of impossibly 
yummy-looking pictures, the tantaliz- 
ing thought of filling my kitchen with 
such amazing food, or simply genet- 
ics. But now, when | look at the end- 
less stacks of magazines lining my 
bookshelves and littering my base- 
ment, I know it’s simply pure, unadul- 
terated entertainment. 

It’s not necessarily the recipes 
themselves that pique my interest, 
although a lot of them certainly do. 
It's more about reading the articles, 
gazing at the pictures and fantasiz- 
ing about rolling up my sleeves and 
recreating an intriguing dish. It’s 
about generating new ideas and 
tweaking my imagination. But most 
of all, it’s a lovely, portable way to 
kill an hour or two. If cooking hap- 
pens, well, that’s a bonus. 

Judging by the copious number 
of cooking magazines that fill store 
shelves, I'm not the only one who 
succumbs to this form of entertain- 
ment. One quick glance and you 
can be tempted by Chile Pepper, 
Vegetarian Times, Food & Wine, 
Gourmet, Chocolatier, and Every- 
day Food. And that’s just a drop in 
the bucket. 

Here's a taste of three different 
magazines, what they are about and 
what they have to offer: 


FINE COOKING ($7.95) 


According to their slogan, a magazine 
“for people who love to cook,” it’s a 
beautiful package with plenty of large, 
glossy pictures, colourful sidebars, 
and assorted hints, tips and tidbits 
interspersed between the pages make 
this one just as easy to flip through as 
it is to devour it from cover to cover. 
It's filled with great recipes, from 
the simple (Curried Carrot Soup with 
Cilantro) to the sophisticated (Brazil- 
ian Chicken and Shrimp Stew) 
Mixed amongst all the recipes are 
menu suggestions, book reviews, a 


It’s Win-Win! 


DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 
HAPPY HOUR 4-7 

MOLSON NIGHT ON FRIDAYS 
KARAOKE NIGHT 

ON SATURDAYS 

GREAT FOOD, GREAT FUN! 

Fort Saskatchewan 


Lakeview Inn & Suites 
10115-88th Ave | P: 998-7888 


= COOKING 
MAGAZINES 


food science lesson (in the most 
recent issue I picked it up it was salt 
and the ways it works wonders), a 
tasting panel (white chocolate— 
Callebaut came out the winner) and 
cooking equipment notes. 

This is definitely an all-encompass- 
ing magazine, one that would find a 
place in the heart of any foodie. 


COOK'S ILLUSTRATED ($6.95) 

“Home of America’s Test Kitchen” 
pretty much says it all about this 
magazine. With each issue, they 
take a dozen or so recipes and test 
and analyze them to death. Each 
recipe is essentially a detailed 
account of what, ideally, the select- 
ed recipe should be like, their 
thoughts on achieving that and then 
an in-depth analysis of the steps 
they took to attain the desired 
result. After the analysis, the recipe 
is listed, usually with a few different 
options as to sauces, add-ins, etc. 
Also expect a sidebar or two with 
each recipe regarding one or some 
of the ingredients: how to cut them, 
what brand tastes the best, etc. 

This isn't really a casual, flip- 
through magazine. They take 
themselves very seriously and the 
articles are rather in-depth. Except 
for the front and back cover, there 
are just monochrome black and 
white pictures-I guess to go along 
with the serious tone. A big plus in 
the format is the total absence of 
advertising. 

Serious as it is, it doesn’t have to be 
just for the extremely experienced 
cook. The issue | perused was filled 
with “Rethinking Mashed Potatoes,” 
“Perfecting Oven-Roasted Salmon,” 
and “Italian-Style Meat Sauce.” They 
are all about improving and perfect- 
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ing, whatever it may be. 

If you just want to cook something 
good, skip the analysis and go straight 
to the recipe. 


EATING WELL ($6.99) 

As you'd expect from the name, Eat 
ing Well is all about food, nutrition 
and eating healthfully. The layout is 
clean, uncluttered, and easy to fol- 
low without trying to pack too much 
information onto each page. 

There are fewer recipes than in 
some of the others, and they're usu- 
ally tied to an article about a partic- 
ular ingredient, trend or region. The 
flow of the magazine is almost 
seamless, moving between articles 
and related recipes. You aren't 
bombarded with page after page of 
recipes. In the April issue, an in- 
depth feature looks at The Wild 
Salmon Debate, discusses whethe: 
it’s okay to eat farmed salmon and 
then finishes with a number of deli- 
cious recipes: Grilled Salmon Soft 
Tacos, Plank-Grilled Sweet Soy 
Salmon and Salmon Burgers with 
Green Goddess Sauce. 

The features aren't just regurgitated 
bits of information that you've heard a 
million times before. They are thought 
provoking, intriguing and well- 
researched. 

The emphasis here is on healthy 
eating and healthy cooking. They use 
quality ingredients and real food and 
while they try to minimize fat, salt 
and calories, it is more about nutrition 
and getting the most out of what you 
put in your body. This is definitely a 
“food for thought” magazine, one that 
anyone who cares even a little aboul 
what they put into their bodies should 
pick up. 

So go out, spend some time 
browsing through a magazine rack 
and see what inspires you. There's 
something for everyone. It’s greal 
entertainment and, if you actually 
end up making one of the many 
tantalizing recipes, well, that can 
only be a plus. v 
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and his wife, who emigrated to Cana- 
da decades back, didn’t hesitate to 
offer us a glass. Sure, it was only 
noon on a Sunday, but, you know, 
when in Rome. 


WITH A LITTLE WINE to help it all go 


down, we Settled into the third 
course, an Italian speciality: pasta. A 
heaping bowl of fresh penne tossed in 
a light tomato sauce didn’t disappoint: 
served with grated parmesan, the 
- pasta is tender and pleasantly chewy, 
reminiscnt of the homemade pasta 
I've been lucky enough to try at my 
Italian friend’s home. Nearly full from 
what we've already consumed, we 
braced ourselves for thé next four 
courses, barely able to believe we 
were less than half way there. 
Luckily, the next three courses 
arrived all at once: a platter of roast 
chicken and prime rib with gravy, a 
plate of seasoned vegetables and 


EGGPLANT PARMESAN 
TENDER SLICES 
BREADED AND OVEN ROASTED 


brunch e 


COMBS BHEAD Crestwood 
1A Fit Mire 


potatoes and a bowl brimming with 
mixed greens. The scent of each dish 
rolled around, mixing into an incredi- 
ble aroma of what can only be 
described as pure heaven. The only 
question now was where to start. 

The roast chicken was tender and- 
juicy, lightly seasoned with herbs and 
baked until the skin was light, crispy 
and perfect golden brown. The 
steamed broccoli, cauliflower and tiny 
balls of potato were delightfully ten- 
der, practically melting in my mouth. 

As good as the chicken was, the 
prime rib was even better. Thin slices 
of tenderized meat, grilled to medi- 
um-rare perfection fell apart in my 
mouth while the thick mushroom 
gravy danced on my tongue, blending 
beautifully with the natural juiciness 
of the meat. The mixed green salad 
made the perfect partner to the prime 
nib, adding the spiciness of a simple 
vinaigrette to an already overstuffed 
palate. Gino and his wife just seemed 
to smile knowingly while we 
devoured our meals: clearly this was- 
n't the first time they'd seen a few 
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* Range may vary bakery to bakery. 


GREAD Westgate 


LAM HOO Aone 


cons RARAD tokeland Ridge ous BREAD copery ees 


new arrivals overwhelmed by food, 
though they seemed to enjoy watch- 
ing almost as much as we enjoyed 
eating. 


NOT SURPRISINGLY, we had just as 
much trouble rationing out these 
courses, so when dessert finally 
came, we were almost ready to burst. 
The staff seems to be aware of what 
the first six courses will do to you, 
though, and a small (thank goodness) 
Square of layered apple cinnamon 
cake topped in whipped cream pro- 
vided the perfect finish to the seven- 
course extravaganza we'd just 
consumed. 

We rolled out of the Santa Maria 
Goretti Centre feeling completed sat- 
isfied. For $18 each, we'd not only 
received an unbeatable spread of deli- 
cious Italian food—we'd also experi- 
enced Edmonton’s rich Italian culture 
at its best. A welcoming community, 
never-ending food, great wine—we'll 
certainly be back, and not just 
because our new friend, Gino, is 
expecting us! w 
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RED RIBBON SPECIAL 

This Thu, Apr 24, Dine Out for Life 
will give you a chance to help in the 
fight against AIDS by doing nothing 
more than stuffing yourself, That day, 
18 restaurants in and around Edmon- 
ton will be donating at least 25 per 
cent of each diner’s food bill to local 
organizations that help those living 
with HIV/AIDS in the Edmonton area, 
As an added bonus, you can get 
soused, too, as Alley Kat breweries 
will be donating 50 cents from each 
beer sold ta the same charities. For 
full details on the event as well as a 


FOOD NEWS! 


list of participating restaurants in our 
area, just head over to dineoutfor- 
life.com/edmonton, 


VIN BIODIESEL 


Find out how to be environmental- 
ly and health conscious while still 
tippling a cup of vino at deVine 
Wines first ever Organic Wine 
Tasting this Sat, Apr 26 at 7 pm. 
Sylvie Boustie from The Organic 
Wine Connection will be on hand 
to explain the difference between 
Organic and non-organic wines, 
with some liquid examples to help 
illustrate her point. For more 
information, visit devinewines.ca 
or call 421.9463 


Dish Weekly spill the beans on 
culinary events in Edmonton. Got 
an event Edmonton's gourmands 
shoud! know about? E-mail any 
and all information to dish@vue- 
weekly.com 
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10310-83 Ave 


Saturdays 8am - 3pm 


Edmonton, Ab 


Open year ‘round! Lots of free parking! 
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Annie take a bow: Moss and McAlear bring Misery to the Roxy 


DAVID BERRY / david @vueweekly.com 

s disturbing as Stephen King’s 
A“ can be for audiences, 

it takes on a special level of 
psychological horror for artists, espe- 
cially the ones tasked with creating it. 
Because as much as Misery—adapted 
for the stage by Traffik writer Simon 
Moore, in a version that stays much 
truer to the book than the infamous 
1989 film that won Kathy Bates an 
Oscar—is a story that can play off 
anyone’s fears of being trapped by a 
psychopath, it hits especially close to 
home for anyone who makes a living 
relying on the good will of audiences. 

Paul Sheldon (David McNally) is a 
romance writer attempting to make a 
clean break from his award-winning 
Misery series into the world of grittier, 
more dynamic fiction. With a freshly 
typed manuscript in his briefcase, he 
heads down from his mountain writ- 
ing retreat, only to be driven off the 
road in a snowstorm, bruised and 
broken in the ditch. Rescued, at least 
from the weather, by self-described 
number one fan Annie Wilkes (Nancy 
McAlear), Paul is left crippled and 
helpless in a remote farmhouse, 
entirely at her mercy. 

Which doesn’t go so badly, actually, 
until Annie finds out Paul has killed 
off Misery and started writing curse- 
filled street fiction, something she just 
won't stand for. Forcing him, through 
ever-more disturbing means, to torch 
his latest work and resurrect his char- 
acter in a new novel, Annie takes 
audience expectation to the extreme, 
quite literally willing to kill Paul if he 
doesn't do what she wants—and there 
lies the artist's dilemma 
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THO, APA 24 SUN MAY 1 
MISERY 


DIRECTED BY BRADLEY MOSS 

ADAPTED BY SIMON MOORE 

FROM THE NOVEL BY STEPHEN KING 
STARRING NANCY MCALEAR, DAVID MCNALLY 
AOXY THEATRE (10700 124 St), $19- 27 


THOUGH THEY'RE CERTAINLY in no dan- 
ger of being forced to drink mop 
water or having their ankles smashed 
with a sledge hammer, director 
Bradley Moss and star Nancy McAlear 
can appreciate Paul's predicament: 
being an artist demands striking a 
precarious balance between your 
needs and your audience’s desires, 
even if you don’t happen to be 
trapped in a cabin with them. 

“! agree with him as an artist: he’s 
trying to do something different, he 
feels stuck, like he can’t do anything 
but Misery novels,” Moss says of Paul’s 
need to branch out. “But then here's 
that push-pull; artists have this tortu- 
ous relationship with their audience; 
it’s inherent, because the audience is 
going to have all of those feelings that 
Annie explores in the play, from adula- 
tion to disappointment to enjoyment to 
hatred and back again. And maybe it’s 
not the case when you're trapped in 
someone's house, but in general, as an 
artist, you have to try those new things 
some time, if only to come back at 
what you know how to do with a dif- 
ferent set of tools,” 

“Yeah, I like learning, and I like 
being challenged; the more I can do 
that, usually, the happier | am,” agrees 
McAlear. “I almost never worry about 


Pieces make for 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweokly.com 


hat a pleasure to see a 
graduating BFA class that’s 
able and willing to take up 


the challenge of creating contempo- 
rary art at this complicated historical 
crossroads. The newly minted artists 
in Points of Origin demonstrate 
high-calibre formal skill, thoughtful 
awareness of cultural currents, 
sophistication in aesthetics and exe- 
cution and, above all, bold voices 
conveying something of substance. 

Even grads working within long 
traditions, like painter Samantha 
Williams, rise above expectations of 
genre by pushing their ideas beyond 
“good enough.” Williams’ abstracted 
prairie landscape distills earth and sky 
to forceful sweeps of lush colour; her 
vibrant nudes are equally revelatory. 

A splendid materiality runs ram- 
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pant in the show. Jacob Mori's stun- 
ning “Dissection” series uses ghostly 
mylar to hold ink and pencil in a way 
that echoes waxy butcher paper and 
old anatomical texts, giving his surre- 
al metaphor a disarming beauty 
Claire Uhlick’s meticulous pieces are 
thrilling adventures in form, texture, 
and movement—gorgeous papery 
trellises cascading from the Ceiling in 
a tangle of limbs or fog of colour and 
shape. Mary Wong whittled a geology 
textbook until the snowy peak on its 
cover feathered off into layers of text, 
implying the knowledge within the 


how people are going to take it, 
though, because what do I know 
about what the audience likes?” 


FITTINGLY ENOUGH, with misery, not 


only are both Moss and McAlear step- 
ping outside their comfort zones as 
artists, but that fact was part of the 
appeal of the play in the first place. In 
Moss’ case, this will be the first time 
he's ever tried to put a thriller on 
Stage, a challenge that, if his excite- 


ment is any indication, has gotten his 
creative juices practically gushing. 

“The thing that appealed to me was 
actually how much work I thought it 
was going to be,” explains Moss. 
"There's a lot of directing to be done 
to get through this, but it’s a lot of fun 
directing.” 

Being his first shot at it, it’s obyi- 
ously been something of a learning 
experience, and true to his word, 
Moss has picked up a few new tools 


for his artistic toolbox. More than 
anything, according to him, he’s 
learned that good horror comes not 
so much from the more obvious trap- 
pings, but from getting the people 
right and letting the rest of it sort itself 
out. 

“As we got into the tech stuff, we 
discovered there was more we could 
do, but mostly we just focussed on the 
actual story itself, and let the rest fol- 
low,” he says. “King is very good at 
understanding what makes people 
tick, what's happening underneath 
their skin; I think once you really get 
into the heads of Annie and Paul, 
you've got a lot of the thrills right 
there.” 

Of course, getting into the head of 
someone as unbalanced as Annie is 
something easier said than done, and 
playing the crazed fan is a challenge 
that McAlear wasn’t entirely sure she 
was ready for, to begin with. 

“There was a moment after I had 
already accepted when | said to 
myself, ‘Why did I say yes? I don’t 
think I can do this,” McAlear admits. 
“But once you figure someone like her 
out—it’s almost easier than playing a 
normal person, actually. 

“It’s just how she filters her world, 
how she processes what's going on,” 
McAlear continues. “Everything she’s 
doing makes sense for her, it's all jus- 
tified, and it’s all coming from a good 
place, as far as she’s concerned. She's 
trying to make the world a better 
place, and this is how she knows how 
to do it, which is at least part of what 
makes the whole thing so disturbing. 
This isn't a play that will jump out and 
go boo: it gets in your head.” w 


excellent starting Points 


rocks and ways they're read. (Her 
grainy Kafkaesque prints implicate the 
environment in a related way.) 
Photography's incorporated into 
several practices, including print 
series by Nancy Schulz and Erinne 
Fenwick, each bordering on the per- 
formative in elaborate sets. Schulz 
weaves a soulful story of a literal 
wallflower in a prim patterned room, 
her young face a tug-of-war between 
longing and panic. Fenwick carpets a 
bare-basics room with lights, bathing 
a stark bed in a cheap amber bordello 
glow. The room's cold and mono- 
tonal in the final image, when a men- 
acing male figure reclines on the bed. 


THEMES ARE CHALLENGING responses 
to crucial questions that dominate our 
era. Allison Tunis broke my heart a 
hundred ways with her body-con- 


scious interrelating stitchery pieces 
and startling video. Amanda Priebe 
brings necessary bluntness to bar- 
barous global war with her sculptural 
mixed-media books, in particular her 
decaying tome girded by gleaming 
copper etched with Orwellian double- 
speak. (Her elegiac “Golgotha Burial 
Suite: prints and hybridized bones are 
more nuanced, but equally moving.) 
Physical environments are also 
central to many works. Stephanie 
Dickie imprints Edmontonia on 
flesh—billboards, buildings and trees 
marking a body like tattoos. Leah 
Scott tilts views of skyscrapers on her 
grand paintings: city as carnivalesque 
prison. Jill Stanton envisions metrop- 
olis as an allegorical entity in intricate 
liagcam-like prints and inked draw- 
ings on acetate; her floating cities are 
jeopardized by outside forces and 
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themselves. Karolina Kowalski's inter- 
ested in the most expansive of envi- 
ronments, representing the infinite 
with haiku-like simplicity, sooty 
blackness and remote points of light. 

Powerful art is a collaboration 
between-maker and viewer, requiring 
cultural context on either end and 
generosity twice over on the part of 
artists—once in terms of how much 
of themselves they invest in their 
work, and again in how much they 
open their work to the viewer. This 
process lets the work reveal a deeper 
understanding of the world we live in 
and how we're living in it. If that 
sounds terribly lofty, well—it’s art. 
Precision of intent is what separates 
it from decorative object. 

I thank the artists in Points of Origin 
for their commitment to generosity in 
their art-making. v 


WN KNETTLE / sherry@vueweekly.com 

tor Quijada had a unique trip 
through the dance world, going 
Y from one extreme to the other, 
‘so he thought he might try to share the 
2 ce with others. Beginning in 
hip hop before entering the more for- 
mal world of contemporary and classi- 
a] dance, Quijada eventually founded 
a company that allowed him to bring 
those different schools together into 
one dynamic experience. 

“My first connection to dance was 
through street-dancing: break, b-boy- 
ing, popping and the things that 
everyone in the neighbourhood was 
doing,” Quijada explains. "Slowly 1 
became part of that hip-hop culture 
and everything that it encompasses.” 

Eventually he found his way into 
the LA County High School for the 
Arts, where modern and ballet took 
over his focus. His training there 
eventually led to a stint at Les Grands 
Ballets Canadiens, and another with 
Twyla Tharp, as well as a handful of 
other major choreographers. 

“So I've had a lot of experience, 
and now it’s all gelling together in 
this company that I've created,” he 
says with palpable excitement. His 
company, Rubberbandance Group— 
which is bringing their show Elastic 
Perspective to the Catalyst Theatre— 
has six dancers with widely varying 
backgrounds in ballet, contemporary 
and hip hop. “Some people say we 
make ballet and break-dance, but 
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that's just the sound-byte everyone 
uses. If you ask me, it's not what we 
do. People come hoping to see a 
head-spin and then an arabesque, but 
I'm not taking one thing from the hip- 
hop world and one thing from the 
contemporary or classical world. The 
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genes from those experiences are 
giving birth to another vocabulary, to 
a new identity of dance.” 


QUWADA SAYS that, whether you con- 


sider his work contemporary dance or 
post-hip-hop, it couples the rigour 


and discipline of his formal training 
with the raw energy from street 
dance 

"Like in those little packed clubs 
where the circle was life or death, 
where there was so much riding on 
every movement,” he says, describing 
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the informal battles for the simple 
prize of bragging rights, where 
onlookers mingled with dancers to 
witness the excitement of a dance 
form that was actually never intended 
for the stage. “It wasn’t like sitting in a 
theatre waiting for the curtain to go 
up. It was in-your-face, palpable =ner- 
gy that you were part of. You'd get hit 
if you were too close, because the 
legs were swinging everywhere 

“| hope the company is saturated 
with that experience I had,” he con 
tines. “That means being a conduit to 
inform and influence the way we attack 
and approach our performances.” w 
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Holy Fire’: rock meets religion at Citadel 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 
ock stars and televangelists are 
R= the odd couple of stage 
areers: they have more in 
common than either one would care 
to admit (commanding audiences 
numbering in the millions, giving 
audiences some kind of unifying, 
transcendent experience), but with 
the exception of the Christian rock 
no-man’s land, neither side seems. to 
enjoy the other's company. 

Afterall, rock ‘n' roll has been 
proudly carrying the anti-label of “the 
devil's music” since it was first con- 
demned by the Vatican. But Rick 
Roberts, starring in the Citadel’s pro- 
duction of Fire/, finds that their dis- 
cord starts in the overlapping feeling 
that both types of performance give 
their audiences. 

“I guess why southern, Bible-Belt 
Christians would find rock ‘n’ roll 
threatening would be that it [shares] 
it’s own spirit, but it's in more of an 
anarchy,” he says. 

Roberts is one of the two key actors 
in Fire!, a rock ‘n’ rolling drama that 
embodies the religious/rock rift in a 
pair of cousins. He pickets for the holy 
side of the rock and religion rift, playing 
Hershel, a budding preacher who finds 
his own rising star parried by that of his 
explosive rocker cousin Cale. 

“One is holy fire, and the other is 
great balls of fire,” Roberts says of the 
two, who rise, collide and fall together 
in the song-powered production. 
Though not quite a musical, as “people 
don’t break into song,” Roberts 
explains that Fire! is akin to a rock con- 
cert or religious gathering, with charac- 
ters performing songs to the audience 
like a preacher or rocker would. “The 
energy of a rock ‘n’ roll show, and the 
energy of a revival meeting are both 
very present in the show.” 


MUSIC ASIDE, there are more than a 
few notes that ring true in the story: 
the characters are based on real-life 
legends Jimmy Swaggart and Jerry Lee 
Lewis, known as much for controver- 


! ART GALL 


Enterprise Square, 100 - 10230 Jasper Ave 


SAT APR 26 SUN, MAY 18 (7:30) 
IRE! 


Lut 

— 

co DIRECTED BY JAMES MACDONALD 

= | WAITTEN BY PAUL LEDOUX DAVID YOUNG 
STARRING TED DYKSTRA, RICK ROBERTS 
SHOCTOR THEATRE (9028 101A AVE), $48 ~73 


sy as for successful careers. Lewis 
was a blazing cornerstone of early 
rock ‘n’ roll, but found himself an out- 
cast after marrying his 13-year-old 
cousin when he was 23; Swaggart 
pioneered TV evangelicalism, but 
stained his white-as-snow appear- 
ance with a sex scandal. 

Swaggart’'s career-wounding inci- 
dent hadn't been revealed when Fire! 
took its ‘80s maiden run, and thus 
Hershel isn’t tainted in the same way 
(‘My character comes from a genuine, 
pure Christian impulse,” Roberts 
claims). But Roberts remembers 
watching such televised religious fig- 
ures topple under scandals—and see- 
ing them rise up again, any gaps in 
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their congregation refilled in time. 

“| had this weird fixation on them 
he explains. “I don’t think they want 
the scandal, but I think they're able to 
overcome them because the idea of 
failing and reaching for Jesus to over 
come it all, helps them.” 

Maybe the greatest skill shared by 
rockers and holy rollers is their ability 
to claw back public approval after such 
falls from grace. Lewis is now a Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame inductee and 
released an album as recent as 2005, 
while Swaggart’s still preaching to a 
wide, internet-spanning congregation 

For Roberts, that’s just a proof of the 
long-term appeal of people as dynamic 
as this, and he thinks that that kind of 
blinding energy is what really ignites 
the stage once Fire! gets rolling. 

“| think people are thrilled because 
sometimes, people go to a play, and 
the expectations are that [they'll] be a 
bit bored, or something like that,” h« 
says. “I think it shocks them when 
Fire! comes roaring out.” v 
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in JG Ballard’s superb new memoir Mira- 
cles of Life: Shanghai to Shepperton, the 
author describes his abbreviated study of 
medicine as having an unexpectedly form- 
ative effect on his distinctive powers as a 
writer of fiction. Ballard particularly covets 
his memories of pathological research, the 
subjects of which were routinely cadavers 
of other doctors. “Dissecting the face,” 
Ballard writes, “revealing the layers of 
muscles and nerves that generated expres- 
sions and emotions, was a way of entering 
the private lives of these dead physicians 
and almost bringing them back to life.” 
This passage has stuck with me, partly 
because it serves as a vivid reminder for 
those of us with no special interest in 
medicine to recognize its role as a source 
of wonderment, and its inherently human 
foundations—what is medicine but a sci- 
ence wholly driven by the dictates of 
human life in all its strange and unwieldy 
patterns? | was reminded of this further 
still when | recently discovered a terrific 
book by an author I'd never heard of. 
There’s a moment in On Seeing, intro- 
duced with a certain, provocative brio, 
where F Gonzdlez-Crussi, professor emeri- 
tus of pathology at Northwestern Univer- 
sity Feinberg School of Medicine—not to 
mention a witty, unfathomably knowl- 
edgeable essayist—directs our attention 
to how deeply our tendency to see only 
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what we choose effects even our most 
critical historical endeavours. He refers 
here to the always-awkward, not-at-all 
orderly story of medical science in gener- 
al, and anatomy in particular: 
“Historians of science have won- 
dered why the systematic study of 
anatomy did not originate sooner than it 
did. And as puzzling as the when is the 
where of its origination. Several ancient 
cultures left proof of keen intelligence 
and extraordinary powers of observa- 
tion. Many learned men in ancient times 
performed dissections on cadavers or 
somehow became acquainted with the 
interior of the body. Yet, knowledge of 
anatomy, as we now understand it, 
remained unexplainably rudimentary.” 
No matter how many hearts were 
ripped from decidedly unlucky Aztecs as a 
method to placate gods and stave off 
catastrophe, how baffling, writes Gonzalez- 
Crussi, that this society, the authors of 
exquisite poetry and astonishingly accurate 
astronomical observations, revealed no 
interest in the actual functions of said 
organ. Such willful ignorance is found 
repeatedly in cultures the world round. 


THE WAY Gonzélez-Crussi conveys this 
feature of human history, our selective 
perception, is fascinating, fun, clear and 
kept me happily distracted for days after 
reading it. It was with great anticipation 
then that | awaited the arrival of his 
newest book, its appeal made plain in its 
title: A Short History of Medicine (Mod- 
ern Library, $29.95). 

Chief among A Short History's most 


GO TO THE AGA ON MAY [ST TO 
SEE THEM AND VOTE FOR YOUR 


een? 7ir9 


Dissecting the History of Medicine 


colourful passages are, naturally, its quick 
dips into biography. Gonzlez-Crussi tells 
of Andreas Vesalius (1514-1564) the 
hugely influential iconoclast who was so 
obsessed with knowledge of the body 
that he kept rotting corpses in his bed- 
room and encouraged students to hover 
over terminally ill patients; of William 
Halsted (1852-1922), who pioneered the 
radical mastectomy through the injection 
of cocaine into nerve trunks, only to fall 
victim to cocaine’s addictive powers; of 
the two-man Franco-Prussian War fought 
between the flamboyant Louis Pasteur 
(1822-1895) and the more reserved and 
historically underappreciated Robert Koch 
(1843-1910). These and many other pro- 
files emphasize that the story of medicine 
is also a story of politics and personality 

Dividing his broad subject into sec- 
tions, Gonzdlez-Crussi breaks medicine 
down into its essential components, ren- 
dering its evolution into a jargon-free, 
easily digestible network of interrelated 
fields of study. He ends each section with 
some reflections on where this evolution 
has brought us; what we may have lost 
on our path toward longer, less painful 
lives; how a surprising number of folkloric 
or instinctive remedies have proven to be 
effective (did you know: swallowing 
semen does help to induce childbirth!); 
and whether or not the eradication of 
pain is a plausible or even desirable goal. 
In short, A Short History of Medicine asks 
numerous questions while answering oth- 
ers. And it does what any such volume 
should do: it presents history as some- 
thing relevant, alive and ongoing. w 


Dance the day away 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry@vuewookly.com 
ance may be an artform with 
D: many incarnations as 
there are cultures, but 

according to Gerry Morita, Interna- 
tional Dance Day is actually a 
remarkably simple event. At its 
core, explains the artistic director of 
Mile Zero Dance, who will be put- 
ting on the Edmonton version of the 
event, the day is a chance for dance 
companies around the world to put 
on free events and draw more peo- 
ple into the world of dance 

"It's a celebration of dance, and so 
there'll be people doing things in 
shopping malls and all kinds of 
places,” says Morita. “It’s really inclu- 
Sive—we go to the public instead of 
asking the public to come to us 

“One of our goals is to just 
have fun,” she contines. “In the 
hour it takes, we want to provide 
a smorgasbord of dance—to pro 
vide something for everybody, a 
delightful variety. So some of the 
work is folk dance, some of the 
work is contemporary, It's a full 
mix.” 


THIS YEAR, barren Hagen hosts 


MZD'S International Dance Day ce! 
ebrations in Churchill Square 
downtown. There will be perform- 
ances by Morita and Eryn Tempest 
who each present excerpts from 
two separate works, a group of 
West African dancers, local per 
formance artist Tanya Lukin-Lin 
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klater, as well as others. For Morita, 
though, the exciting thing isn’t so 
much who's performing as where 
they're doing it: the street-level 
interactions between dancers and 
audiences changes the dynamic for 
both of them 

‘It's always really interesting 
doing things right up front with peo- 
ple,” says Morita. “There’s no wall 
between you and the people, so you 
can engage with them more easily 
It's SO much more intimate, and 
unpredictable 

‘We find that because it's a 
Street performance, people really 
want to be entertained and they 
want to laugh,” she adds. "By 
removing them from the every day 
things that happen to them, by 
giving them some dance to watch, 
it might make them go back to 
their routine and see things from a 
new perspective.” 

As for the weather, Morita says 
things will go ahead no matter what 

“Sometimes the work looks 
more beautiful because cloudy, 
Overcast days sometimes have 
such interesting light,” she says 
"It's just a different feeling, and it 
can be very engaging.” v 
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Double Take offers object lessons 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / 
ubmerged beneath the bustle 
in the heart of Whyte Ave, the 
Fringe Gallery is a slightly ram- 
shackle, charming space; a dimly lit 
oasis in the basement of the Paint 
Spot soundtracked by overhead foot- 
falls and muffled street noise. 

It’s a becoming atmosphere for 
Double Take, which features new 
work by three painters with preoccu- 
pations that aren’t wholly similar, but 
share a certain kinship. Edmonton- 
based artists Neil McClelland and 
Jana Hargarten and former local Beth 
Pederson use objects as focal points 
in representational pieces that chal- 
lenge us to reconsider the sea of inci- 
dental objects we float through 
day-to-day and throughout our lives. 

The space is dominated by 
McClelland’s paintings, in fortunate 
harmony with the basement milieu: 
his subjects are vintage toys, 
arranged into theatrical tableaus 
with mythic sentiment and situated 
in a bruise-hued netherworld. The 
playthings are real-sized; if you 
adopta childlike perception and 
scale everything up slightly, showing 
themselves to be relics of memory. 
McClelland rummaged through his 
childhood and reincarnated action 
figures, ceramic ducks, mannequin 
heads, model cars and other retro 
ephemera to enact scenes of punish- 
ment, suffering, shame and penance 
(one suspects he was raised 
Catholic). These pieces, glossy and 
dark on mylar, also echo a universal 
experience of being inexplicably 
anchored to things we discard. An 
object from our past, no matter how 
peripheral, can uncork a cascade of 
buried moments. 

Thwarting immediate impact, 
Pederson’s pieces are almost-invisi- 
ble at first glance. Continuing a 
theme developed last year through- 
out her stint as Harcourt House's 
artist-in-residence, Pederson repro- 
duces banal objects—thermostat 
boxes, radiators, clock radios—and 
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inserts them quietly into the envi- 
ronment. Like a hairpiece or well- 
camouflaged animal, once you 
recognize one, the rest leap out, but 
you're also compelled to freshly 
scrutinize the room with an unset- 
tling sense of being less certain of 
your surroundings. 


IN A STYLE evoking a loose re-imagi- 
nation of sumptuous Dutch still lifes 
and portraits in a 21st century out- 
sider context, Hargarten works with- 
out cynicism, her heartfelt, 
colour-rich brushwork pointing to a 


-romantic exceptionalism that turks 


within the everyday. Her paintings 


have a cinematic quality to them, a - 


lyricism that delights in a party of 
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quirky objects, an unexpected vista, 
or light shifting the planes of a 
friend’s face, For Hargarten, both the 
inanimate and animate, in a broad 
view or close up, are treated much 
the same. There’s a sense they've 
been displaced from reality and given 
primacy in a world of their own, most 
explicitly in a thematic triptych 
formed by a row of paintings whose 
subjects are all things that were 
made to represent animals, or per- 
haps may have even been animals at 
one time—a jeweled songbird in stu- 
dio corner, a terrier in a twee outfit, 
and an odd couple of what appears to 
be stuffed regional birds. Hargarten 
gives these as much character as she 
lavishes on a canvas of a person. 

Double Take approaches the 
things that carry weight from our 
pasts, are never really noticed, or 
are rescued from thrift shops in a 
way that encourages us to engage 
more fully with the clutter of our 
lives. v 
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May Week wants solidarity 
forever and ever and ever 


MATTHEW HALLIDAY / matthew@vueweekly.com 
hen I call up Andy Laski- 
Wi. director of this year’s 
May Week Labour Arts Fes- 
tival, he’s at the police station. 

Uh-oh. What kind of stunt got the 
pro-labour lefty radical hauled down 
there? 

“Oh, nothing. I’m just getting per- 
mits for the parade,” says Laskiwsky 
reassuringly. “Or telling them about 
the parade.” 

Phew. | was afraid for a minute 
there. Yes, in 2008, even rebels and 
rabble-rousets make sure they get 
permits before they march in the 
streets, A little less romantic than in 
days of old, but maybe a sign of 
progress, too: the labour movement 
has now gone almost mainstream. 

But just because you don’t often 
see picket lines of workers chanting 
pro-union songs outside of shuttered 
factories anymore doesn’t mean the 
movement is dead. It just means that 
it’s moved into the 21st century, at 
least according to poet and rapper 
Emcee E (known to his mom as Ian 
Keteku), an Edmonton-raised, 
Ottawa-based hip-hop artist and poet. 

"We don’t have people working 
assembly lines and factories in the 
same numbers anymore, but we still 
have people working for, say, Face- 
book,” Keteku says. “It doesn’t mean 
the power structures have changed. 
They've been there before, they're 
there today and they'll be there 
tomorrow. For people to speak up 
and about and out against those 
power structures is important, 
regardless of one’s occupation.” 


THIS YEAR'S FESTIVAL, curated for 
the first time by Laskiwsky (who also 
managed the Fringe Fest for three 
years in the early 90s) has taken a 
slightly different tack than in previ- 
ous years. 

“It's usually an issue-based festi- 
val,” says Laskiwsky. “This year I 
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looked at it more as a unification 
perspective, and came up with the 
theme of ‘Respect for All.’ So the 
unity, the solidarity, when I look at 
all the events we have, it’s showing 
how solidarity helps the worker.” 

Those events include: a Worker's 
Art Show at the ARTery intended to 
explore the common struggles oj 
artists and the working class; a pres 
entation at Catalyst Theatre of Com- 
rades, a play by Sterling 
nominated local playwrights Beth 
Graham and Daniela Vlaskalic about 
Italian-American anarchist activists 
Ferdinando Sacco and Bartolome: 
Vanzetti; a hip-hop and slam poetry 
event featuring Emcee E, as well as 
artists from Vancouver and Toronto 
and a presentation of The Women « 
Brukmen, one of only four Canadian 
films to screen at this year's Sun 
dance Film Festival, about a particu- 
larly inspiring (and frustrating) 
labour struggle in Argentina at the 
height of the country’s economic cri 
sis in 2001 that fairly clearly illus- 
trates the festival’s main goals. 

“This is a story about one factory, 
says Laskiwksy, “a clothing factory 
and the women came to work on« 
day and there was no one there. The 
owners had cut their losses and leit 
So the women ended up taking it 
over and running it themselves. A 
year later the owners came back and 
wanted it back so they had to figh! 
for it. 

“Argentina is in this incredible sit 
uation where they've had to reform 
their economy entirely,” he contines 
“So the people there are well aware 
of how to support each other, of th« 
need for solidarity and respect.” v 
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BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweokly.com 

sually, when you’re calling a 

man to talk about his penis, 
Un: paying $10 a minute or 
you're a doctor with some very bad 
news. But when the penis is Simon 
Morley’s, you're talking about puppetry. 
Or, artsy-euphemistically for anyone of 
the XY persuasion who doesn’t want to 
think too much about it, “genital origa- 
mi.” The man can twist and torque and 
bend his junk into shapes, plying his 
pecker like plasticine. And so can 
Daniel Lewry and Martyn Odell, the 
prick-protégés standing in and stand- 
ing up for Morley and of the 
Penis co-founder David “Friendy” 
Friend in the Res-Erection tour unfold- 
ing here at Winspear. 

Over the phone, Morley and I dis- 
cussed, among other pubic hair-rais- 
ing issues, his massively popular 
meat-manipulation tour, the easy 
stretch from show to screen and tak- 
ing the piss out of the penis. 


YWEWEEKIY: What made you guys think of 
doing these sorts of shapes in the first 
place? 

SIMON MORLEY: ‘You'll find a Jot of guys in 
Australia can do these. Y'know, I think 
we have a more suitable climate and 
we love drinking, so it goes hand in 
hand with dropping your pants and 
entertaining your friends. Generally, 
its an Australian sense of humour. 


W: Still, what made you and David 
Friend think about taking a private 
party trick and taking it public, taking 
it to the stage? 

SM: I think basically we just got sick of, 
you know, people inviting us to par- 
ties, plying us full of alcohol and then, 
around midnight, saying, “Ah, c'mon, 
show us the Hamburger,” and next 


thing you know you've got a hundred - 


people standing there, chanting the 
names of dick tricks. 


W: Have you found that, once you start- 
ed taking it on stage around the world 
in 1998, it’s mostly women who've 
shown up, or is it a mix of people? 
MW: it depends on what country we're 
in, but generally it’s more of a 60-40 
Sort of a ratio: sixty per cent women, 
Per cent men. We do get a lot of 
, though. For guys, it’s probably 
the smartest ticket in town, when you 
think about it: there's about a thou- 
Sand women in the audience, they‘ve 
all had a little bit too much to drink 
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and they can’t wait to get their hands 
on it afterwards! 

WW: Do you think, though, that there's a 
lot of guys—and I guess it depends on 
the country—but they hear about this 
and their first reaction is to wince or to 
go, "Oh my god? You can do that with 
the thing that I've got? I didn’t want to 
know that.” 

SW: Well, it depends. In the UK, many 


TO ATTEND THE 


men aren't really that comfortable with 
their sexuality and their first thing is, 
“Oh, that’s so gay,” but it’s actually quite 
the opposite. Our show is so heterosex- 
ual and masculine in many ways, and 
it's all about just not caring so much. 
There's a lot of shame attached to 
the male genitalia. It's the one thing 
that can crush a man, especially if you 
laugh at his genitals—that’s a big no- 
no in some countries that'll get you 
killed still. But we say, look, relax 
everyone, it’s a piece of skin. Put it 
three stories high on a big video 
screen and let everyone have a good 
old-fashioned belly-laugh at it. 


WW: So there hasn’t been any long-term 
damage or effect to you guys and your 
fish and tackle down there? 

SM: Not to my tackle, Maybe to my 
liver. But not to my tackle. 


\W: Does being circumcised or not cir- 
cumcised help? 

SM: It really doesn’t make a difference. 
If you're circumcised, you can do a 
much better Loch Ness Monster, but if 
you're not circumcised, you can do a 
much better Eiffel Tower. It’s all up to 
you to adapt to your genitalia. 

WW: You're not doing this show, you have 
two other guys doing it. Are you guys 
sort of franchising out the idea and 
training other people and how exactly 
do people go through that training? 

SM: It's very odd. I've gotta tell you, I 
never really signed up for this when | 
started the show. Never did | think I'd be 
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seeing this much male genitalia. | find 
myself going to places like Argentina, 
Mexico, Spain, France, Scandinavia, and 
when I get there, the producers will have 
16 buck-naked, fit boys Standing there 
and we go into an American Idol-style 
program, where I've got to give them 
tasks and we eliminate them over a 
week or two. We get down to our final 
two or three, and that’s our A-team. You 
know, really, it’s quite bizarre. 


W: Have you thought of televising that 
and doing it as a sort of reality TV 
show? 

SM: We've pitched it quite a few times 
to a few networks, and people have 
just looked at us like we're insane. | 
think it would be hilarious, and I'm sit 

ting on hundreds of hours of footage 
of auditions, but no network has been 
brave enough to take it on just yet 


W: Any other plans for the future? 


| handling: Aussies bring artistry to playing with themselves 


SM: We actually already have a couple 
of documentaries. We have the live 
show and on the back of the live Dvp 
is a documentary made called 
Cockstars. And it's pretty much about 
us auditioning [guys] and then follow- 
ing them through to their first show 
It's quite an endearing little piece. 

I've also just finished a film script, 
and we're talking to some major stu- 
dios at the moment, we're hoping to 
come up with a feature film. Just think 
an Australian version of The Full 
Monty, but it'll start where The Full 
Monty finishes. w 
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1. Black Mountain - In The Future (scratch records) 
2. Van Morrison -Keep It Simple (exile) 

3. Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds - Dig!!! Lazarus Dig}!!! (anti) 
4. The Black Keys - Attack & Release (nonesuch) 

5. The Breeders ~ Mountain Battles (4ad) 

6. The Racontours - Consolers Of The Lonely (warner) 

7. Danny Michel - Feather, Fur & Fin (burnt bun) 

8. Levon Helm - Dirt Farmer (vangaurd) 

9. Daniel Lanois - Here Is What Is (red floor) 

10. Nine Inch Nails - Ghosts 1-4 (nin) 

11. Justin Townes Earle - The Good Life (bloodshot) 

12. KD Lang - Watershed (nonesuch) 

13. She & Him - Volume One (merge) 

14. Sun Kil Moon - April (caldo verde) 

15. The Sword - Gods Of The Earth (kemado) 

16. The DODOS - Visiter (french kiss) 

17. Jeff Healy - Mess Of Blues (stony plain) 

18. Cadence Weapon ~ After Party Babies (upper class) 
19. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss - Raising Sound (rounder) 
20. Vampire Weekend - S/T (xl) 

21. Gnarls Barkley - The Odd Couple (downtown) 

22. Corb Lund - Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! (stony plain) 
23. Ladyhawk — Shots (jagjaguwar) 

24. Ann Vriend - When We Were Spies (fire escape) 

25. Man Man - Rabbit Habits (anti) 

26. Samantha Schultz - Both Sides (samantha schultz) 

27. Radiohead - In Rainbows (tbd records) 

28. Gary Louris - Vagabonds (ryko) © 

29. Dead Child ~ Attack (quarter stick) 

30. Exit Strategy - United States Of Amnesia (es systems) 


ATMOSPHERE 


WHEN LIFE GIVES ¥OU LEMONS YOU 
PAINT THAT SHIT GOLD 


Atmosphere, the prolific duo 

of Slug and Ant return with their 
highly anticipated 6th official 
studio album When Life 

Gives You Lemons, You Paint 
That Shit Gold. With When Life Gives You 
Lemons... you'll find Slug and Ant's storytelling, 
song-writing and musicality at it's finest. 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop ame at megatunes.com ree 
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USTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


WEBB DANCE COMPANY-RUBBER BAND 
Timms caps for the tig ft ot ba ioe it 
Elastic if Qui) 4 
28-29 « TMS (eae (student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


MILE ZERO DANCE 3 Bananas Café, Churchill Sq (424- 
1573) * International Dance Day Celebration: free dance 
pectornaneee ut and around Churchill Square ¢ Tue, Apr. 29 
pm) * Free 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10185-106 St (488-6611) « 
ALBERTA IS MY HOME: Ceramic works by Sam Uhlick * 


Until May 31 

ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. Albert (459- 
3679) * THE MIND’S EYE: Artworks by Shirley Cordes- 
peste © Until May 17 


GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise 
dep Ave (422-6223) « Open Mon-Fri 10: 
m-8pm (8pm free); Sat- ox am-5 
ee Sat and Sun (12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30 in) * ene 
THROUGH MODERNISM. EDMONTON 1970-1985: Until May 
4 * PROJECTIONS: The early years of projection art in 
Canada, 1969-1989 featuring artworks by Michael Snow, 
David Hotfos and lan Carr-Harris; until June 8 ® OK OK OK: 
The efiectng Feat Pool by Bill Viola, and Raw Material by Bruce 
Nauman: early works by two of contemporary art’s most si 
nificant artists; until June 8 * Members free; $10 (adu IW? 
{senior/student); $5 (6-1 2yrs)/free (Syrs and under}/$20 (fam- 
pool adults, 4 ante 


L Tn oom. a 3rd Fl, 10217- Ae 

n Thu jintment * 

FUN ao IS: Paintings ay eel Aoi Ouellette and Mandy 
Espezel * NEW WORKS: by ArtsHab residents * Until May 8 
CABINET GALLERY Nokomis Clothing, 10318-82 Ave (995 


8850) ¢ Miniature artworks by Jetf Kulak, Joseé Aubin 
Ouellette and Adam Waldron-Blain * Through April 


CARROT 9351-118 Ave (471-1580) « THE RESCUE: Glass 
ae by Keith Walker, an installation of glass umbrellas 
* Until Apr. 30 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L'ALBERTA 9103-95 Ave 
(461-3427) * Mon-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 10am-5pm * CELEBRA- 
TION: Artworks by Monika Dery, Léonie Poole, Roland Soucy, 
Isabelle Fréchette and Clayton Sauvé 


CHRISTL BEAGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9621 Whyte Ave 
(498-1984) « Open Mon-Fri 11am-Spm ® Closed over 
Christmas ¢ MOTHER AND CHILD: Paintings by Christl 
Bergstrom 


(CITY HALL Sir Winston Churchill Sq © EAC'S CRITIC'S 
CHOICE ART SHOW # Until May 2 


COMPLEX 76 6319-76 Ave * Viewing by appt, contact hil- 
rince@shaw.ca * LAMBTON I-FIVE YEAHS LATER: An exhi- 
ition of new art by Russell Bingham, Andrew French, Peter 

Hide, Terrence Keller, Sheila Luck. Ryan McCourt, Hilary 

Prince, Mitchel Smith, and Rob Willms 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 Stony 
Plain Rd (482-1402) Open Tue by appointment; Wed-Fri 
14am-5:30pm; Sat 11am-4pm; closed long weekends * COL- 
ais : New works by various artists 


IN GALLERY Atrium 1st Fl, Enterprise Sq, 10230 
on er ellen a (492-0166) * Open Mon-Sun 7am-11pm ¢ 
MPLICITY: Drawings by Cindy Stewart * Apr. 22-May 21 ® 
ee reception: Thu, May 8 (5-8pm) 


FINE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY Room 1-1, Fine Arts 
Building, 112 St. 89 Ave (492-2081) ¢ Open tue-Fri 10am- 
Spm, Sat 2-5pm * BFA 2008: POINTS OF ORIGIN: The final 
visual presentation for the 2008 Bachelor of Fine Arts gradu- 
ating class * Until May 3 * Opening reception: Thu, Apr. 24 
(7-10pm) 
FRINGE GALLERY yarn Sot basement, 10618 Whyte Ave 
(432-0240) ¢ DOUBLE TAKE: Anworks by Beth Pederson, Neil 
icClellend, and Jana Hargarten * Until Apr. 30 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave (488-2952) « THE 
BUTTERFLY EFFECT: Artworks by Sylvia Blashko 


GALLERY AT MILNER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY 

Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7030) * Open Mon- 
Fri Sam-Spm; Sat AS Sun 1-5pm * SHOW OFF: Teen 
art show * Until Apr. 3i 


GRANT MACEWAN CENTRE FOR THE ARTS 10045-155 

St, Studios 109, 113, 106. * SURFACE Fine Art Program. 

ae exhibit * Until Apr. 24 (Sat-Sun 12-3pm; Mon-Thu 
7pm) 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


ware, 100, 10230 
ms 5) “i He 


HARCOURT HOUSE 10215-112 St (426-4180) * Open Mon- 
Fri 10am-Spm; Sat 124pm * Main = ISSUE/D PAPER: 
Multi-media artworks by Judy Anderson * Room 
et TO SWERVE AND REJECT: Expressionist paintings by 
loger Crait; until May 24 Harcourt House Annex 
Studios: Show and sale; Apr. 26-27 (10am-4pm) 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior Centre, 
10831 University Ave (433-5708) * BUAST OF COLOUR: 
Artworks by various artists « 29-May 23 * Opening 
reception: May 14 (6:30-8:30pmn! 


JOHNSON GALLERY (NORTH) 11817-80 St (479-8424) 
Open Tue-Fri 9:30am-S:30pm; Sat $30em-4pm * Oil paintings 
al Don Same watercolours by Jim Painter, artworks by Joan 
i Fey ee it ar Barry, Prints by Toti and pottery by Spor 
ul 


‘and art uta Kati 
yes “Apri * JOHNSON GALLERY (SOUTH) 211 TM}. 85 St 


171} * Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm; Sat 10am-Spm 
ALBERTA OIL PAINTERS” STUDIO: Paintings by a inresi- 
se Sol pele a Box, fea Bos Lettie 
lzinga, Shairl Honey, Margaret Klappstien, Tracey 
Anne McCormick, Cindy Revell * Through April 


THE LOFT GALLERY A.J. Ottewall Arts Contre, 590 

Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park (449-4443) « Onan Thu 5- 
9pm; Sat 1Gam-Spm_* Artworks by Anne McCai ty 
Audrey Josephson, Dorothy Bae Brenda Doris irie 
Plewis, Cornelia Martin-Hansen, Barbara Carle-Kowalewski, 
and Ruth Campbell * Until May 31 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 S St (407- 
7152) « in Mon-Fri 1Gam-8pm; Sat-Sun 14 
PTAA JINARY PLACES: CANADA'S UNE: WORLD 


[ERUARE TIES Kase Stats Deora Sepa ore 
Lesley Turner * Until June 15 “4 


Sa One, Sn mrp» GAOL pn Man 

Prt Peon Porat Guild * ae aptamer ors ‘Opening 
reception: Sun, Apa) 

Musee HERITAGE MUSEUS.OM 5 Ste Anne pom Se St Abed 
EEE) «DUAR OF THE COMMUNITY. The architec- 

Ae oa ont il July 6 ® Opening reception: Thu, 


OUT OF THE FIRE STUDIO 12714 Ave 40) 
‘Open Tue-Sat 10am-5:- Sun earn pad 
by Rar Dao, Linda Fisher, and Oksana Zhelisko. 

by Cindy Clarke * Until May 2 


COMMUNITY LEAGUE HALL 6510-111 St. 
www. funkyfusioncraftsale.com * FUNKY FUSION: Craft sale 
*® Sun, May 4 (12-4pm) 
PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-1172 St (452-0286) « 
Open Tue-Sat rifeell elke DREAMING IN : 
eke by Bobbie Burgers * Until May 3 
ROBERTSON GALLERY 2 12304 J Ave (455- 
Ta Opn ee Tiam-Spm * LANDSCAPES FOR 
by Barbara Hirst © Until May 10 
ifediaet MAES St (702- dt 4D Tue- 


Fri pO ad Sst 12-7, az Tp by popointment ® HL ° 
© Un 


peciebe! eae, Se 
(460-4310) « Open Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) * 
LAND POEMS: Featuring artworks by Sharon Malayko, 
Lyndal Osbome, Lorraine Shulba, and Garry Williams; until 
Apr. 26 ¢ HIGH ENERGY XIII: Artworks by students of 
Bellerose, Ecole Secondaire Sainte Mauss D'Youville, 
Paul Kane, and St. Albert Catholic High Schools; May 1-31; 
‘opening reception: Thu, May 1 (6-9pm) 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LeMarchand Mansion, Suite 
108; Main Fl, 1523-100 Ave (426-4035) * Paintings by vari- 


> ous pai 


ALBERTA hperarer le 12845-102 Ave (453-9100) « 
SEH ea Works by the 
Society of Alberta; until May 4° 40 
‘OUS ENDS Stories about how certain objects faves 
fat peal and how some of the museum's 
constructed * STORIES FROM THE SOUTHESK. CTION: 


* Wild Alberta: Ongoing gallery se 
Gallend ot of Aboriginal Culture: au Galas: Sige of te his- 


pa in westem Canada; ongoing gallery * 

f the Bug Room, Treasures of the carn Fos Fossils, 
Te from the Depths of Time and the Bird Gallery, 
ing gallery * On the Gresiate: Architectural, sculptural shi 
natural pieces of art * Government Howsa: Public tours Sat 
and Sun and statutory hols (11am-4:30pm), ph 427-2281 info 


‘ST. ALBERTA ARTWALK Art Beat Gallery, Bookstore on 
Perron, Cargo and James, Concept Jewellery, Crimson Quill, 
Gemport, Profiles, St. Thomas Coffee House Gallery, Studio 
Gallery, Wares * May 1-31 © Opening: Thu, May 1 (6-9pm) 


SMAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 12- 

ne Studio Gallery: NONE OF THE ABOVE: Printworks 

of A students; until ae © Main Gallery: MAPS AN 
REMAINING GEOGRAPHIES: Prints by Shannon Collis, 
Michelle puns and Erik Waterkotte; until May 31; closing 
reception: Thu, Mi iy 29 (7-Spm) © Artist talk and visual pres- 
entation by Michelle Murillo: S Sat, Apr. 19(1-1:45pm) # Artist 
talk and visual presentation by Shannon Collis and Erik 
Waterkotte (at the U of A); date, time TBA 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove 
Feet ‘* LIFE LINES: Artworks by Filamenta * Until 
ay 


STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park Plaza, St. Albert (460- 
§990) « Haw Wed-Fri 10am-pm: Thu 12-8pm; Sat 10am- 
Spm © SK/ES, STUBBLE AND SLOUGHS: Landscape paint- 
ings by Bruce ‘Thompson ® May 1-31 © Opening reception: 
Thu, May 1 (6-9pm) 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St (452-9100) « 
The GEEEE ! in Genome: daily * Meet Your Genes: activity; 
Apr. 26 (2pm) * The Genetic Code; activity; Apr, 26-27 (12- 
Hee ule Secrets of the Pharaohs: IMAX film ® 
idler Star The Planets; The Secret 
of he hres Rocket; Molecularium-Riding Snowflakes, 
The Digital Universe 


TU GALLERY 10718-124 St (452-9664) © THREE FOR TU: 
ian pel and plexiglass artworks by Patti Shiplett 
nti 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Human Ecology Bldg Foyer, 89 
Ave, 116 St ¢ CELEBRITY {constructing identity, creating 
community and expressing worship through everday posses- 
sions): Exhibit using ordinary objects, put together ihe 
students of Human Ecology 462 * Until May 5 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 10418-82 Ave 
(438-7979) « TWO AATISTS TWO VISIONS: Paintings and 
drawin ings oy, Paddy Lamb and sculptures by Horst Doll « 
Until May 31 


VAAA GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St(421- 
1731} ¢ Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm * TRUE COLOURS: 
Faiines by Wilfred Chiu and fibre artworks by Ann Haessel 
* Until May 24 


WEST END GALLERY 12306 Jasper Ave (488-4892) « 
Paintings by Robert Gann 


YOUTH EMERGENCY SHELTER 9310 Whyte Ave, back 
entrance * Emerging Artistis Society of Alberta fundraiser for 
the Youth Emergency Shelter « May 3-4 (10am-Spm) 


LITERARY 


AUDREY'S BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave * Rob Mclennan’s 
book launch for Subverting the Lync- Essays; Jordan Scott's 
book launch for Blert: Derek Beatles book book launch for the 
visual poem Alatiand, Sun, Apr. 27 (2pm) 


KASBAR LOUNGE Yianni's Taverna, 10444 Whyte Ave, 
Www.ravingpoets.com * Heart Beat a new series of of open 
stage poetry and improv music with the the Ravi ing toons 

band * Every Wed until May 28 {7:30pm sign-up/Spm show) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-80 Ave (439-7211) * 
TALES.-The Alberta League Scena San . 
Story Cafés: open mic opportunity ¢ 1st month; 7: 
Spm: $5 * Wild Women Featuring tellers from mTALE Sy 
Dawn Blue, Enaid and Stephanie Benger, Thu, May 1 (7-Spm) 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Sir Winston Churchill Sq 
(496-1887) © Reading Bell Adamson, author of The 
Outlander * Sun, Apr. 27 (1:30pm) 


Opn xt 


SUNNYSIDE RETREAT CENTERE Sylvan Lake (437-9555) 
* TALES. Retreat with special guest Dan Yashin: 

founder of the Storytellers School of Toronto and the Toronto 
Storytelling Festival * May 2-4 


3 BANANAS CAFE Sir Winston Churchill Sq pest Ne ° 
WOW-Wired on Words: A creative arti pocae 

teurs and professionals. Sun (11 15pm); Hid ‘email 
bewell. iLeom * $10 (donation) 


TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS 1(330-84 Ave * i 
Artists, NGA Xi-Diverse World, One Stage: Featuring 
telling: folk tales, and traditional stones * can Te 2 
fepm{ ® $12 (advi/$15 (door) at TIX on the Square, door 


Celecararauntins 122 Education S. Bldg, 87 
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UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-96 ve (422-2174) # The Poets 


Haven: Monday 
ial of Pots vey hon Tom Seon 


Mortem Hib ae * Reading by writer 


CAOSSING LIBRARY 4211-106 St (496-1822) 
The Outlander * Sat 


° srnszing 9 taco, author of 


LIVE COMEDY 


COME FORTIN tA reser heels {469- 


‘THE COMEDY | 
see Ne 
10:30pm; $20 * + Wed 30pm} ner 5 
pli ac eon Vk ites May T° 


Sey COMIC STRIP | tea aan Pe ene -170 St 
® Open nightly jat * Winner 
Vee the Seattle Cnet? au Damonda Techitte, as 
well as Sean Thompson an He until Apr. 27 « 
Hit or Miss Mondays: Mon, in Local 
Talent: Sean Lecomber, Keith Saranoski and Kelty Dakus, 
Tue, Apr. 29 * Sean Lecomber, Keith Saranoski and Sean 
Thompson; Wed, Apr. 30 


THE LAUGH SHOP poet Mall , 6606-137 Ave, 

au jek ED sere ant } * pany Im, Fri 
jat 8pm ans * Tuesday ur Night; 10:30pm « 
Wednesday Comedy Challenge; fe * Justin Schl 

and Ben Miner; tine (eh eel 


THEATRE 


BUDDY HOLLY'S BIRTHDAY BASH Jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, 8882-170 St (484-2424) « A re-imagining of Buddy 
ce oes, ‘to find the inspiration for such ‘songs as “That'll Be 

“It Doesn't Matter jore,” “Rave On" and to ce 
aie ‘his musician's work * Until June 8 


CHERISH Third Space, 11516-103 St, www.northem- 
lighttheatre.com * Northern Light Theatre, thou i rovok 
ing theatre by Ken Duncu; starring Nadien Chu, uff, 
Brad Loucks, and etd Meen ¢ pays 14 i rn) * $10 


preview)/$25 (openi ht)/$20 (adults)/$18 (student/se: 
(er at the door, ait Mae Tk on the Square 420-1757; Wed 
Pay-What-You-Ca 


CHIMPROVI ee Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0695) « 
Long-form improvisational sketches performed by Rapid Fire 
Theatre's top improvisers ® Every Sat (11pm) except last Sar 
of each month until July 24 


Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway Boulevard » 
mall ya Television, by Beth Graham ae Daniela Viaskalic « 
30-May 10(Wed-Sat 8pm; Sun 2pm) * Opening night 
5: $19 (adult)/$15 (student/senior/Equity) at TIX on the 
Square; Tue, May 6; Two-For-One-Night 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, ance 83 Ave (433-3399) « 
Improv soap opera every Mon (8pm) 


DIVERSE WORLD-ONE STAGE tar 
TransAlta Arts Bams, 10330-84 Ave (481 }) * Dances, 


drama, songs, musical theatre ant eit linen Je around 
the world presented by Great Storyboo! 

Association * Sun, eh 27 (2-4 ‘i an Tad at tT on the 
‘Square 420-1757, Meyatunes/$15| 5 (door) 


LANGUAGE AND CONTENT Jekyll and Hyde Pub, 10610: 
100 Ave (297-3675) * Image Theatre's monthly reading 
series. This month's readings include Trina Davies’ West of 
the 3rd Meridian; Melissa Major's solo piece Unicom Hors, 
at at of Roald Dahl's The Swan; and an installment 
at razy Roommate. Also featured is Kurt Spenrath’s new 
play The Tnilionaires * Last Mon month (7pm door, 
show) * Pay-what-you-can (st donation $5) 


FARE Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 9828-101A Ave (425-1820) « 
Paul Ledoux and David Young, directed by James 
jacdonald, starring Ted Dykstra. A spellbinding story inspire 
by the scandalous lives of real-life cousins, rocker Jerry Lee 
Lewis and TV evangelist sim a The tale of two 
passion-driven men * Apr. 26- 


THE FULL MONTY Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 16515-109 
Ave (483-4051) * Book by Terrence McNally, music and 
lyrics by David Yazbek. Six unemployed steel workers, strug 
Gling to get their lives back together, come up with a bold 
lan that will ultimately force them to face their fears and 
lose their inhibitions...and their clothes * Until June 22 
Buffet and show: $49-$79 


AHILARIOUS MURDER MYSTERY La Boheme 6427 112 
‘Ave (780-203-1712/780-474-5693) ® Live action with actor 
clues, twists, tums, murder, myteny mar mayhem, and a prize for 
the best solution * Fri, Apr. © $85 (incl. 3-course 
dinner) phone for reservations 


THE LITTLE MERMAID Missoula Children’s Theatre Honzo 
Stage, 1001 Calahoo Ad, S) Grove (962-8995) * Family 
theatre, a new version of the age-old tale, with lots of musi 
and humour * Sat, Apr. 26 (1pm, 4pm, pm) § © $12 (single) at 
Horizon Stage box office, TicketMaster 4! 
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PUPPETRY OF THE PENIS Winspear Centre (428-1414) 
Thu, Apr. 24 


SECOND YEAR MUSICAL REVUE John L_ Haar Theatre. 
MacEwan's Centre for the Arts, 10045-155 St + 
Presentation by the graduating students from theatre arts 
pees © Thu, Apr. 24 (7:30pm) © $15 at TIX on the Square 
420-1757 
TEENSG@THE TURN FESTIVAL Citadel Rice Theatre, 9620 
101A Ave (425-1820) ICE: Beyond i Kean Kr Lazarus 
and Judith Marcuse; Ln at hae kom’ ‘err, One Step 
Closer (musical theatre review): Tum Cabaret 
Post-show forums, talkbacks, pap ts Yea Ze 
$10/$30 (festival pass) 

(TRESPOATS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (449- 

0695) © Presented by Rapid Fire tee * Teams of impro 
visers create sketches on the ae on audience sug 
gestions ® Every Fri (1pm) © Tickets available by phone 
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‘You're going the wrong way’: cycling 2000-plus 
kilometres from San Francisco to Vancouver 


BRIAN ZUREK / brianz@vueweokly.com 

eople often ask what rolls 
Paezeune my brain while I'm 

cycling, day after day, on a tour 
Truthfully, I can’t recall much if any of 
my thoughts during those days spent 
pedaling down new roads, eyes bright 
wide-open, happy. But | know what I 
think about when I'm not touring: I 
think about cycling. 

This past autumn, my fiancée and I 
cycled the coastal roads from San 
Francisco to Vancouver. In my mind 
I return to this trip quite often— end- 
less coastline, mystical forests, friendly 
faces and open roads. My experiences 
travelling along the northwest coast of 
the US far exceeded my expectations— 
and I had high expectations, as this trip 
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concluded nearly one year abroad, 
with much of that time spent cycle 
touring New Zealand. 

It was in New Zealand where I met 
my fiancée, Dee. Dee is from Chilli- 
wack, BC, and | am from Edmonton, 
but we met in New Zealand. We trav- 
elled there together, cycle touring 
New Zealand's south island. When we 
decided to return home, we sought 
the gentlest way to reintegrate our 
selves into North American existence. 
We chose to return home by slowly 
pedaling the coastal route, primarily 
Highways | and 101 through the 


Pacific Northwest of the US. Our goal 
was to cycle to Dee's parents’ home 
outside Vancouver so that I could 
meet my future in-laws. 

Because of the impending winter 
season in the Pacific Northwest we 
couldn’t loiter but we weren't in a 
hurry either. After three days in San 
Francisco spent unpacking our bikes 
and touring the city, we began our 
2000-kilometre-plus ride in the middle 
of September. 


SAN FRANCISCO was a wonderful 


place to begin our tour and a magical 
place to ride. After departing the city, 
we had a long stretch of ideal weath- 
er: 15 days of sun before we thought 
about rain gear. But for more reasons 


than the good weather, the cycling in 
California was exceptional. For one, 
California coastal roads are surpris- 
ingly quiet. Many a lunch date was 
spent just metres away from the road, 
sitting cross-legged, eating chicken 
and tomato sandwiches, unperturbed 
by throngs of endless traffic. 

The cycling became even more 
overwhelming through the mystical 
redwood forest groves. These giants I 
had never before seen. | can think of 
no better way to experience the 
majesty of the forests than from the 
seat of a bicycle. Highway 101 in Cali- 
fornia is designated the “Redwood 
Highway” where it passes through 
groves of uncut redwood forests. Sadly 
these small samples are all that remain 


of the grand redwoods of the past. As 
we rode from Leggett to Eureka, CA, 
through grove after grove of some o! 
the world’s greatest forests, I found 
myself thinking, “Thank you, thank you 
for allowing me to pass, to be among 
the giants.” The days among the red- 
woods were some of the most peaceful 
and most exhilarating that I have ever 
experienced. 

By this point in our trip, little more 
than one week outside of San Fran- 
cisco, we were used to hearing the 
words, “You're going the wrong way, 
offered from cyclists whom we met 
We were far from the only ones on 
the road, although we had the distinc- 
tion of being the only pair cycling 
north instead of south. Apparently the 
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prevailing winds blew from the north, and blow 
they did. 

Years of dreaming the trip became little more 
than one week of planning it from New 
Zealand, where we were travelling and working 
at the time. We felt the need to return to Cana- 
da, but we weren't in a rush. So details aside, 
we fell in love with the idea of cycling home and 
committed ourselves to the pedal. Unfortunate- 
ly, this virtually assured us an unrelenting head- 
wind as a constant companion—save for stormy 
weather, when the rain and wind come mainly 
from the south. To those warning us of our 
directional misjudgement, we explained that we 
preferred it this way. 


WE PEDALLED OUT of the majestic redwoods of 
California to find the Oregon coast different but 
no less grand. The views were truly spectacular. 
Royal blue and turquoise waters washed golden 
sands, and where there was no golden sand to 
meet the sea, there were sheer rocky cliffs, 
powerfully demarcating the earth from sea. The 
Coastal vistas near Port Orford, OR, were partic- 
ularly stunning. 

As beautiful as the Oregon coast was—surf 
breaking on rock pinnacles, mountainous 
€xpanses of sand dunes offering glimpses of the 
Past—the weather turned as ugly wet. Rain 
found us here and virtually never left until we 
were nearly through Washington. From drizzle 
to downpours, we became very familiar with 
Our rain gear. 

One of the most unwelcome consequences of 
fain was flat tires. There is nothing like a good 
rain to reorient the staples and the glass on the 
highway shoulder pointy side up to welcome an 
unsuspecting bicycle tire. During our first rain 
day | flatted four tires. 

But with the rain came a change in wind 
direction: from damning headwinds to glorious 


tailwinds. The rain came on storm cells from the 
southwest, so the constant flow of systems that 
doused our bodies also pushed us home. By this 
time, our legs were strong and our butts were 
seasoned so even with the rain, the tail winds 
were a welcome boost to our daily distances. 


FROM OUR RECENT New zealand experience, we 
originally planned to free camp along our coastal 
route wherever we could find a safe spot: school 
yards, beaches, whatever. Our first night in 
Tamales, CA, was spent in the local schoolyard. 
But to our surprise, the state parks along the 
coastal route in California and Oregon offer spe- 
cially designated campsites for “hikers and bik 

ers." They are nothing more than a small group 
area reserved for those travelling by human- 
powered adventure. These sites, we discovered, 
provide a safe, reliable and extensive network of 
amenities (always water and toilets, mostly 
warm showers) for the journey along the coast 

The best part of the service was their cost: $3 per 
person in California (parks.ca.gov) and $4 in Ore- 
gon (oregon.gov/OPRD/PARKS/index.shtml). 

As attractive as the hiker-biker sites were, they 
were no match for our rainy day aversion to 
camping, motivated by a desire for warm and dry 
shelter on rainy days. Although our willingness to 
cycle in the rain held strong, our willingness to 
camp in the rain washed away quickly. Religious 
campers we were not. We became motel-bound 
on occasion with very little discussion. 

Aside from state parks and motels, we also 
relied on another resource for lodging: people 
on the warmshowers.org network. The website 
is a network of people living all over the world 
who volunteer their homes as shelter for touring 
cyclists. More than a shower and a bed, we 
were often treated to a meal and encouraged to 
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Driving himself up (and over) the wall 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweekly.com 

n the film Banlieue 13 (District 13), 
[* French authorities have aban- 

doned the eponymous ghetto and 
left the residents without services or 
protection from the gang of thugs that 
runs the place. One man fights 
against the odds to preserve his build- 
ing, and when targeted by the thugs, 
he flees through the urban environ- 
ment, through mazes of concrete and 
over walls as the ground-bound thugs 
fall far behind. No wires (a la Crouch- 
ing Tiger, Hidden Dragon) were used in 
filming the scenes. 

The actor is David Belle, one of the 
men credited with founding parkour, 
or freerunning. Traceurs (freerunners) 
aim to move from one point to anoth- 
er as efficiently and quickly as possi- 
ble, using only the abilities of the 
human body. The French movement 
began primarily in urban environ- 
ments as a way to interact differently 
with the space around the runners, 
but translates easily to forested areas. 

Joshua Harvey, 26, is a full-time 
traceur who works as a personal 
trainer in his spare time. He did Wing 
Chung kung fu for years before he 
happened across parkour as a less 
violent discipline that challenged his 
body while exploring his downtown 
environment in new ways. Now, he is 
working to earn enough money to 
take himself and his team to Europe 


é RUNNING 


to explore the radically different urban 
spaces. 

“I held stupid amounts of little 
jobs,” Harvey admits over a bottle of 


water at a local café. “I saw a docu- 
mentary about two years ago and | 
got inspired by the idea of using my 
body and the environment in new 
ways. Nobody wants to be a gerbil, 
running on a treadmill. With parkour, 
| have fun and stay im shape.” Even 
the depression he faced was largely 


released by the liberation of freerun- 
ning. 
Harvey says that parkour helped 
him learn how to analyze all the little 
steps it takes to get to the grand 
goals. If a journey of a thousand miles 
begins with a single step, he is well 
on his way with thousands of steps 


per run. 


THE BEST THING about parkour is that 
anyone can do it. “Parkour is about 
the journey to wherever my feet take 
me,” says Harvey. “Finding the way to 
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It’s easy to come to the Yukon 1 
for three days or three week 
visit 
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4 www. flyairnorth.cor 


for flight information or let i 
sond you information on drivi 
the Alaska Highway. 

Call or write the 
ourism Coordinatios 


/ - City of Whitehorse, 


2121 2nd Ave, 
Whitehorse, Yukon 
YA 2C2 
(867)668-8687 
) or Fax beefs eM 
now, for your FREE Vocation 
Package including your 
i =: 08/09.CD-ROM. ° 


Or visit us on our extensive 
websites... 
www.tourwhitehorse.com 
www.visitwhitehorse.com 
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Easy Rider 
Everything you need for summer Fun. 
4211-106 Street, Edmonton . 780-413-4554 www.TheEasyRider.com 
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B in the most efficient 

le. Point B's location does- 

er." Anyone who wants to 

few steps on the way down the 

or jump a rail to save walking 

und is engaging in freerunning. 

The ones who are serious about it call 
themselves traceurs. 

Harvey took me out behind the café 
to show me an abandoned parking 
garage he had previously explored. | 
watched as he climbed dextrously up 
a vertical pipe, shimmied across the 
yawning open centre of the spiral 
ramp and flipped effortlessly onto the 
concrete on the other side. Keeping 
his momentum, he jogged quickly up. 
the ramp and swung out to catch 
some exposed rebar, which he used to 
pull himself up fluidly to the next 
curve of the spiral. 

He slid down another vertical pipe, 
avoiding the metal brackets affixing it 
to the wall and landed lightly on his 
feet beside me. He grinned at my 
open-mouthed stare. “That's all there 
is to it,” Harvey said lightly. 

Back in the café, Harvey confessed 
to working hard to reach his condi- 
tion. “I train rigourously—for me, it’s 
about the discipline.” He visits a gym- 
nastics club three times a week and 
has hired a personal trainer for 
strength training. Long-distance run- 
ning and wind sprints complete his 
regimen. While his body must be at 
peak performance, his mind is even 
more important. 


“You can't be stupid about park- 
our,” Harvey says seriously. “You 
have to watch the conditions and 
know the layout before you start.” 
Harvey rarely approaches challeng- 
ing areas without scouting them out 
first, and never takes chances. "You 
can get really hurt while doing this.” 
That said, he showed pictures of 
roof-jumping forays around down- 


a 


town. He said the spaces were care 
fully checked before he tried the 
jumps. 

"I love rooftops and parking 
garages,” Harvey says with another 
smile, “but I enjoy anywhere | 
haven't been before as well.” He 
avoids high-traffic locations and 
takes pains not to damage anything, 
for everyone's safety, 


Visit 


SINCE TAKING UP the sport, Harvey has 


run into three police officers. Each 
time he was stopped. In general, their 
reactions were either shock or admi 
ration, “The cops seem to understand 
its a discipline,” says Harvey. Sec urity 
guards are a little more moody, with 
about half ejecting him from the area 
and the other half staying to watch for 
a while 


ltisa beautifully fluid activity to 
Watch. The seemingly effortless 
jumps, grabs, scrambles and jogs 
form a succinct poetry of move- 
Ment that more closely resembles 
tai chi than a 100-metre dash The 
Simple sport uses the body, the 
landscape and very little gear: Har- 
vey owns a good pair of Salomon 
cross-trainers with an excellent 
cushion and solid arch Support. His 
clothes are lightwe ght fabrics that 
breathe and don’t restrict Wrist- 
band ential for some of the 
climbing work and while some use 
gloves, Harvey prefers the non slip 
grip of bare hands. He carries his 
gear—wallet, water and lay 
clothing—in a snugly ck 
He is never seen without his lucky 
hat, a black ne wsboy style that 
attached to his he: 
any traceurs work in pairs 
small groups. “A huge part « 
1S personal development 
but there can be the social ele- 
ent of helping friends or exploring 
ther, It all stays cc ympetition 
there's none of that, ‘Who 
jumped higher or ran faster.’” In the 
end, however, it comes down to the 
individual and their environment 
Which is why Joshua He Vants 
to take on Europe next. He talks about 
fundraising to take his team to 
explore the urban riches of the Conti 
nent, including the French birthplace 
of parkour. “The mayor of Paris made 
it legal to do Parkour on all public 
Structures,” grins Harvey. “That 
sounds like the kind of place 1 want to 
visit." v 
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Seminars sponsored by 


Cottage 
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HOURS: 


Friday Nlam-9pm 
Saturday 10am -6pm 
Sunday 10am -5pm 


logshows.com 


Admission: Adult $12.00, Youth $6.00, 12 and under Free 
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French heritage trail threatened by ‘progress’? 


SCOTT ANDERSON / Régordane@Regordane.info 
Special 1o Vue Weekly 

ater this year the Régordane, 

one of France's oldest and most 

ignificant trekking routes, will 
be re-launched as the Grande Ran- 
donee 700. The rebranding effort aims 
to boost tourism and increase historic 
appreciation of the region, yet state 
intervention in the project risks rewrit- 
ing the history books. For those who 
enjoy trekking historical trails through 
scenic natural terrain the Régordane is 
hard to beat, but be wary of which 
route you take: the authentic version or 
the institutionally sanctioned one. 

The Régordane is a 100-kilometre 
southern section of the historical trail 
that links Paris to Mediterranean 
Camargue and is a distinct stretch of 
the Chemin de Saint-Gilles. Starting 
on the voleanic uplands of the south- 
ern Central Massif, it follows the line 
of a natural north-south geological 
fault to the east of Mont Lozere. 

Once the most easterly thoroughfare 
of Gaul, the route is rich in religious 
and historic significance, and symbol- 
izes the French struggle to separate 
church from state. From the 10th cen- 
tury, pilgrims en route to Saint Gilles 
abbey made it Christendom’s fourth 
most important pilgrimage; Crusaders 
marched south along it to the Holy 
Land; Simon de Montfort followed it to 
suppress the Cathar uprising; and it 
was the route along which the revolu- 
tionary ideas of the Reformation 
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arrived in Lower Languedoc, thus 
paving the way for the Huguenot- 
Camisard “Wars of Religion.” 

Its decline started as a result of the 
high costs of prosecuting the Cathar 
war—the Catholic Church just didn’t 
have the funds for investing in its 
upkeep. Moreover, once the port of 
Saint Gilles became silted up and 
replaced by Aigues-Mortes, which in 
turn became supplanted by Marseille 
with the eastward expansion of Gaul 
from 1308, interest in the trail drained 
away as the Rhone Valley became the 
main north-south trading route. 

Those trying to put greater balance 
into a rather one-sided environmental 
debate will be interested to learn that 
climate change in the eleventh century, 
resulting in the warming of Continen- 
tal Europe, contributed immensely to 
medieval travel, trade and the require- 
ment for accommodation and good 
roads. These propitious circumstances 
that assisted the rise of the Régordane 
ended when, with no human interven- 
tion at all, more climate change in 14th 
century Europe brought increased lev- 
els of humidity and with it, the Plague. 
The Hundred Years’ War contributed to 


its abandonment, as it became danger- 
ous to walk due to marauding gangs of 
mercenaries. 

The Industrial Revolution led to a 
Régordane renaissance, as the 
remote Protestant Lower Languedoc 
sought an alternative route north for 
its coal, iron and steel, wine, salt and 
silk. Fortunately for the trekking fra- 
ternity, the road builders chose to 
reduce the steepness of the ancient 
grades by constructing winding roads, 
so the straight and southern-bound 
Régordane was spared the worst and 
is often found parallel to, or dissect- 
ing, the main roads of today. 


THE REGORDANE READS like a French 
history book. You start by trekking the 
largely flat paths of the Lozerian vol- 
canic plateau, blessed with a sense of 
glorious isolation. Then you descend 
into the schist valleys of the Cevennes 
and walk through myriad villages and 
hamlets, all of which have seen better 
economic days, and lived through 
various cycles of boom and bust—the 
rise and fall of medieval trade, chest- 
nut tree harvesting, silk spinning, coal 
mining and wine growing are etched 
in the landscape of this historic trail. 
Notwithstanding such pedigree, the 
route has been largely left to decay, 
usurped by farmers and citizens whose 
land it bordered or dissected, and so 
slowly assimilated and forgotten over 
time. Now it would appear that govern- 
ment has decided that the next econom- 


ic cycle is to be tourism-led and one of 
the lead products, the Régordane. 

For half a century, 78-year-old Mar- 
cel Girault has dedicated his life to 
preserving the trail’s history and exis- 
tence. He continues to walk it reli- 
giously once or twice a year. Asa 
result of his tireless work in uncover- 
ing the route and much of its atten- 
dant history, the Federation Francaise 


de Randonnee Pedestre (FFRP), in © 


conjunction with the various govern- 
ment bodies connected with tourism, 
is about to re-launch the Régordane 
as its latest Grande Randonnee/GR 
route, the GR 700. 

There is no doubting the potential 
benefits of such a renaissance for those 


that live on or near the trail, yet the ~ 


needs of the “nouveau voyageur” and 
discerning trekker are in danger of 
being ignored—the authenticity of the 
experience is at stake. Economic oppor- 
tunities must be exploited responsibly 
in the brave new world of corporate 
social responsibility, and such standards 
need to be applied to tourism. . 

To be fair, the think-tank behind 
the GR 700 likely started out with the 
intention of being faithful to the origi- 
nal Régordane trail. However, the 
project has succumbed to compro- 
mise. In trying to satisfy diverse inter- 
ests—large group-hiking, cyclists, 
independent trekkers and pilgrims—it 
has succeeded in sanitizing the expe- 
rience and thus satisfying only the 
minority. Furthermore, by sanctioning 


one official route and overlooking 
some historical variations, it risks 
accelerating the demise and disap 
pearance of these alternatives, some 
of which are of far greater historical 
significance than the more recent and 
selected variant. 


GIRAULT IS UNWILLING to give his offi- 
cial blessing to the GR 700. The mos! 
contentious issues include: 

1. Accommodation—f one starts by 
favouring groups, the chosen path 
becomes accommodation-led. 

2. Scenic versus authentic—if the 
choice is between a nice view and a! 
original path, which prevails? 

3. Misappropriated land—if an indi 
vidual steals property, he is liable to 
be put in jail; but when those same 
people purloin land by stealth, over « 
30-year period without being chal 
lenged, then somehow this becomes 
lawful theft that cannot be opposed in 
the courts. Ordinance survey maps 
over-the years show clearly how the 
once wide Régordane has been 
encroached on and often erased from 
the collective memory—unless you 


-happen to meet some of the octoge- 


narians en route who'can still remem 
‘ber where the original path went. 

4. An easy life—if there’s an existing 
GR nearby, why re-open another nea 
by? Will the public know or remembe! 
anyway? A decision of this type has 
resulted, in one section, in the GR 700 
diverging to follow the GR6 on the “rive 
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gauche” of the Gardon River instead of 
the “rive droit” the Régordane has fol- 
lowed for the last twelve centuries. 

5. “Voie Romane” instead of 
“chemin Gaulois’—as Girault suc- 
cinctly puts it, “If our ancestors the 
Gauls hadn't laid down these routes, 
the Roman soldiers wouldn’t have 
been able to invade our country and 
destroy Gallic civilization.” He is of 
course referring to the tendency in 
every French tourist department to 


ascribe Roman origin to any paved 
path, stone bridge or church steeple 
that hasn't been razed by the Wars of 
Religion. This also accounts for our 
preferred description of the path as 
the Régordane, rather than the Régor- 
dane Way (La Voie Régordane). 

6. Les Chemins de la Tolerance—if 
there was ever an attempt to re-write 
French history, then baptizing the 
Régordane as a “Chemin de la Toler- 
ance” takes the proverbial biscuit. More 


importantly, it is the ultimate insult to 
those who died in the struggle for free- 
dom of conscience during the periods of 
religious persecution in The Cevennes. 
Whatever the shortcomings of the 
GR 700, the stakes are much greater 
than the success or failure of the lat 
est GR. The Régordane is an impor 
tant part of French heritage and 
deserves to be preserved and given 
special status akin to that enjoyed by 
the Santiago de Compostela Trail—a 


UNESCO European Cultural itinerary. 
The only way to truly preserve the 
Régordane is to encourage more and 
more responsible travelers to take an 
interest in the historical veracity of 
the trail by trekking it for themselves 
So, whether you are a pilgrim, hiker 
of historical trails or simply an avid 
trekker, pack your boots and join us 
on the Régordane. Empower yourself 
via a little research beforehand so 
that you are aware of the compromis 
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NESTLEO OFEP IN THE HEART OF THE ALBERTA PRAIRIES, YOU'LL EXJOY THE COMPANY 
OF FAMILY AND FRIENDS AS YOU ATTEND “RODEO WEEK” FEATURING OUR ANNUAL 
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TRE OFF AND HELAK AS YOU PLAY 16 HOLES OF GOLF. THIEN SPLASH AROUND AT THE 
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IF YOU CONSIDER YOURSELF QUITE THE SHOPPER, THEN FROM BOUTIQUE TO BIG BOX 
SHOPPING iN TABER HAS NEVER SEEN GETTER. HUNGRY? WHEN YOU'RE in TASER, 
YOU'LL NEVER HAVE TROUBLE FINDING A GREAT MEAL 


SO THE NEXT TUE YOU'RE THROUGH TABER, ESCAPE THE HECTIC AND MAME YOURSELF 


AT HOME. 
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E. TOWM@TARER.CA 
WW TABER.CA 


es and contradictions en route and 
can select from the options available 
And next time you hear someone say 
ing they trekked the Régordane, your 
response should be, “Which one, the 
GR 700, the ancient (medieval) route 
or the 18th century one? w 


Scolt Anderson is director of The 
Enlightened Traveller and lives on the 
Régordane. He runs the independent and 
non-commercial site Régordane info. 
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Biking the Rockies from Lake Louise to Jasper 


SCOTT GORDON / scattgordon@vueweekly.com 
ummer in the Rocky Mountains 
is fleeting. The season is short, 
never lasting more than a few 

precious months. It is often late June 
or early July before the last vestiges of 
winter subside, and all but the most 
inexperienced hikers know that win- 
ter can strike in its full fury as early as 
Labour Day. Given the fleeting and 
fickle nature of summer in the moun- 
tains, it wasn’t without some hesita- 
tion that I set out in late September 
last year on a multi-day cycling trip 
between Lake Louise and Jasper. 

| try to take at least one cycling trip 
each season. In past years, I’ve cycled 
the full length of Newfoundland’s 
west coast; from New Brunswick 
through Maine, Vermont and Massa- 
chusetts to New York City (or, to be 
completely honest, just North of New 
York City on the Hudson River where 
a crush of traffic made further south- 
ward progress virtually impossible); 
and from Tallinn to Vilnius through 
the low-lying Baltic countries of Esto- 
nia, Latvia and Lithuania. 

Cycling has become somewhat of 
an annual ritual for me. I absolutely 
love the exposure to the elements; the 
freedom of being outside for days on 
end; the honest nature of physical 
exertion; the adventure of being on 
the road; and, perhaps most impor- 
tantly, the cleansing effect the entire 
experience has on body and soul. 

Although I try to make a point of 
getting on my bike for at least a few 
days every year, I was not optimistic 
about my chances of being able to 
take a cycling trip last season. I had 
recently relocated to Alberta and the 
demands of a new job prevented me 
from scheduling a trip. It was only in 
early September that I realized J could 
potentially steal a few days at the end 
of the month and cycle through what I 
consider to be the finest and most 
impressive part of the country—Jasper 
National Park. Over a couple days of 
planning and preparation, I cobbled 
together a two-night, three-day 
cycling trip beginning in Lake Louise 
and ending in Jasper 

My cycling route followed Jasper 
National Park’s main North-South corri- 
dor—a route which AO Wheeler named 
“Wonder Trail” and which is now aptly 
called the Ice Fields Parkway. The Ice 
Fields Parkway provides the perfect 
venue for Jasper National Park's nearly 
two million annual visitors to observe 
magnificent glaciers, a host of water- 
falls, some of the Rockies’ most breath- 
taking peaks and a broad array of 
wildlife, including big horn sheep, cari- 
bou, deer, coyotes and bears. 


WHILE THE 230 KILOMETRES of paved 


road running between Lake Louise and 
Jasper perennially ranks as one of the 
most awe-inspiring drives in the world, 
the Parkway poses a unique set of chal- 
lenges for cyclists. There are two 
mountain passes, unstable weather, 
wildlife concerns ranging from grizzly 
bears (in the Lake Louise area the 
speed limit is only 70 km/h from May 
to September to accommodate the 
dozen grizzly bears that frequent the 
area) to the occasional stubborn moun 
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tain goats and, perhaps most notably, a 
steady stream of recreational vehicles 
whose drivers are generally too caught 
up in the beauty of it all to pay much 
attention to the road. 

Further complicating my trip was 
the fact that the majority of Jasper and 
Banff National Park campsites close 
down for the season in mid Septem- 
ber. This meant that I had to largely 
base the distance that I cycled each 
day on a system of Hostelling Interna- 
tional backcountry huts that dot the 
road between Lake Louise and Jasper. 
After cross referencing the Hostelling 
International map that | downloaded 
from the HI website with my Gemtrek 
topographical maps of Jasper National 
Park, | decided to cycle 95 kilometres 
from Lake Louise to Rampart Creek 
on day one. I planned day two as my 
longest—a 105 km cycle from Ram- 
part Creek to the HI hostel at Athabas- 
ca Falls. And finally, | scheduled a 
modest cycle for day three—a 30-km 
cycle from Athabasca Falls into the 
Jasper town site. 

And so it was, after minimal prepa- 
ration and even less training, I set off 
to cycle 230 km from Lake Louise to 
Jasper. Over the next three days, | 
experienced unparalleled beauty, 
deep exhaustion and the satisfaction 


that comes in connecting with a spe- 
cial place. While the feelings of 
exhaustion that inevitably accompany 
any cycling trip were quickly forgotten 
(or in this particular case, not so 
quickly forgotten, as my legs were not 
happy cycling two 100-km days with 
little advance notice), the beauty and 
connection to Jasper remained with 
me long after the fact. 

The journey between Jasper and 
Lake Louise is perhaps the most awe- 
inspiring stretch of road in the world. 
Only 30 kilometers into my trip, | 
came upon Hector Lake. Named after 
Sir James Hector of the Palliser Expe- 
dition, Hector Lake, which is framed 
by Pulpit Peak and Crowfoot Moun- 
tain, is Banff National Park’s largest 
lake. While the panorama of an alpine 
lake framed by the backdrop of moun- 
tains is sufficiently impressive to war- 
rant description, it is not the lake itself 
or the mountains rising high above it 
that was most impressive. Rather, it 
was the unmistakable Rocky Moun- 
tain colour of the water. Due to the 
rock flour suspended in the water, 
Hector Lake danced with a turquoise 
sparkle that was simply magical. 

Hector Lake was one of the most 
brilliant lakes I had ever seen. And 
yet, Hector Lake was only the first of 
many natural wonders and outstand- 
ing scenes that I encountered travel- 
ing south to north along the Ice Fields 
Parkway. One my first day alone, I 
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experienced Hector Lake, the Crow- 
foot Glacier, Sunwapta Pass and Peyto 
Lake. On my second day of cycling, I 
took in the Weeping Wall (a series of 
waterfalls which tumble more than 
100 m down the face of Cirrus Moun- 
tain) the Columbia Ice Field, Athabas- 
ca Glacier and Athabasca Falls. And 
finally, on my third day of cycling, 
Mount Edith Cavell came into view. 


PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANTLY, the 


connection (or, more accurately, the 
reconnection) with Jasper National 
Park was the highlight of the trip. I 
have always been fascinated with 
nature and with Canada’s great, natu- 


ral spaces. | am not sure if it was- 


years spent tree planting outside of 
Jasper or the family camping trips in 
my parent's 1989 Dodge Minivan, but 
somewhere along the way I devel- 
oped a deep appreciation for Canada’s 
national parks in general, and for 
Jasper National Park in particular. 
While the primary function of Cana- 
da’s National Parks is to protect our 
most precious natural spaces, they serve 
at least one other essential, if less obvi- 
ous, purpose: they promote and protect 
a belief fundamental to the Canadian 
mindset—the idea of our country as a 
vast and rugged land whose beauly is 
only matched by its vastness. Canada’s 
National Park system embodies this 
ideal and protects not only our natural 
landscape, but also a perception of our- 


selves and of our country. 

In preparing for my cycling trip, | dis 
covered that 2007 was Jasper National 
Park’s Centennial Anniversary. Since 
the inception of Jasper National Fores! 
on Sep 14, 1907, Canadian society 
along with the rest of the world has 
been reshaped by revolutions in com- 
munications, manufacturing and trans- 
portation. Notwithstanding a robust 
trade in natural resources, Canadians 
are no longer “drawers of water and 
huers of wood.” As the ever-quickening 
movement from a resource economy to 
a knowledge-based economy contin 
ues, and as our population gravitates 
towards major urban and commercial 
centres, our collective distance from 
nature increases. 

As a society, we are losing touch 
with nature and moving away from 
one of our central myths as a people 
of the land. It is precisely this discon- 
nect that makes our National Parks all 
the more important. And it is precisely 
this distance that drew me (perhaps 
somewhat foolishly) to hop on my 
bike and cycle 230 km on more or less 
a whim. While last minute, late-Sep 
tember cycling trips may not always 
work out as well as my trip did, it is 
fundamental that we all reach out in 
some way. If we don’t, before we 
know it Labour Day will be here and 
another opportunity to re-connec! 
with our natural legacy will have 
passed us by. v 


Wabamun 
Fun Daze 


% _ fireworks aia. On 


Wabamun & District 


Museum Society 
_ Opening Summer 2008! 


United Church 


The Wabamun & District Museum Society 
has been established to preserve, for public 
benefit, the natural, historical, industrial and 
cultural heritage of the Village of Wabamun 
and communities surrounding Wabamun 
Lake, from the early 1800's to the present. 


Phone: (780) 892-2699 
Email: admin@wabamun.ca 
Website: www.wabamun.ca 


Wabamun Water 
Spray Park 


Also opening this summer is the Wabamun 
Water Spray Park located in the Wabamun 
Waterfront Park. The nautically themed 
water spray park, located beside the lake 
will be a fun place for the family to spend 
the day. 
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trails in the Rockies, hiking 
the one that’s closest to the 
town of Jasper doesn’t immediately 
as the most adventurous or 
exciting. But if you give it a chance, 
you'll be pleasantly surprised. 
After hiking the 8.3-kilometre, 
looping Jasper Discovery Trail in its 
entirety, it occurred to me that what 
makes this trail so great is that it 
offers a little something for everyone. 
It can be a mild stroll along a paved 
path next to Jasper’s rail yard or it can 
be challenging uphill sections of sin- 
gle track on your bike. It offers unique 
bird’s-eye-views of the town with the 
stunning peaks of Jasper as backdrop 
and for those wanting to learn more 
about the history of the area it can be 
an informative sojourn. 

The well-marked trail is dotted with 
interpretive signs describing the area 
and bringing alive the little-known 
history for locals and visitors alike. 
The temporary test signs which are 
currently up should be replaced with 
permanent ones by summer. 

“There has never been anything 
like this where you can go around the 
whole town and get a story about 
how our community has developed,” 
said Sue Cesco of the Friends of 
Jasper National Park, one of several 
organizations responsible for the 
development of the interpretive signs. 
“Unless people were going to go to 
the library and research or hire some- 
one as a guide, they didn’t really have 
a way to get at that information as an 
independent traveler.” 

With the south portion of the trail 
wheelchair friendly and offering great 
views of the surrounding peaks and 
the other half reflecting the nature of 
the mountains and the setting of the 
town, there are multiple ways to 
enjoy it. You'll find yourself passing 
through Douglas-fir forests, among 
lodgepole pines and aspen groves 
while climbing rising slopes and tra- 


art 


versing steep gullies, 

Jim Suttill, trails coordinator for 
Jasper National Park, was in charge of 
construction. According to him, the 
trail was no easy endeavor. One chal- 
lenging 11-metre section took his 
crew six weeks to finish. It required 
the construction of a boardwalk to 
traverse a particularly Steep gully. 
“The first thing was to locate [the 
trail] because above and below, you 
can’t get through there,” Suttill said. 

In order to place the boardwalk, 
crews had to chip away at the rock 
with hand-held drills, anchor it into 
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the rock face and also use cement 
pads for support. Other challenges 
included a boggy section on the west 
end of town and widening one sec- 
tion of trail further east. “The 


response from the town has been 
incredible, but of course, when we 
were doing it, they were saying, ‘What 
the heck are you doing?” Suttil said 
However you decide to tackle the 


bbithil. 


trail though, there is plenty to discoy- 
er along the way. A favourite moment 
for me came when | spotted some- 
one’s memorial to their dog, Snoopy, 
killed by a pickup at the Columbia Ice 
fields in Jun 2007. Another came 
when first Stumbling upon a filled-in 
access road built in 1913 underneath 
the railroad tracks at the west end of 
the trail—the temporary interpretive 
Sign describing its story ripped off its 
post, nowhere to be found 

Finished in Oct 2006, the Jasper 
Discove: ry trail is part of a larger net- 
work of front country trails which 
branch off of and loop around the 
trail. It is easily accessible from 
almost any point in Jasper and is 
multi-use. If you're in a hurry, it can 
be done quickly or you can take your 


time and fill an afternoon; it Teally 
depends on how much you want to 
discover. vw 
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HINTON 
Gotiwou, 0 the Rockies 


Enjoy Hinton’s Rugged Splendour - 
choose from a variety of adventures 
when you visit Hinton. Activities are 
plentiful - horseback riding, fishing. 
mountain hiking... to name only a few! 


For more information call our toll free 
visitor information line at 1-877-446-8666 
or visit wwwhinton.ca or stop by our Vis- 
itor Information Centre - located on the 
south side of Highway 16. 


2008 HINTON EVENTS 


APRIL 25 — MAY 2 


Yellowhead Rotary Arts Festival 


Cay a warty af the area's areshe talent’ 


JUNE 30 - JULY 1 
Fan Festival 


Umyoy fhetaae's Betscalosrat Celebrate 


JULY 10 - 12 


AUGUST 1-3 
Mary Reimer Rodeo 
Rang cet! wih the Comboys of Mbcsta! 


MS Bike Tour 
Test year eadarance whale ranuag money ies 2 great came! 


NOVEMBER 19 - 22 


Rocky Mountain Livestock Music Festival © “Stars Over Broadway” Musical Revue 
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I want something with two 


ERIK BEUKER / erik@vueweekly.com 
uying a new bike can be a perplexing 
experience. Just as there is great diversity 


in the types of riders, there is perhaps an 


even greater range of designs to choose from. - 


The evolution of the sport has driven the need for 
niche bikes that are able to withstand unimagin- 
able abuse while weighing less than a feather and 
looking great too. The designs would make 
abstract artists proud; unfortunately, the prices 
may also reflect those of high-end art. Along with 
this evolution in design comes a progression in 
terminology. Terms like compression damping, 
rebound damping, pre-load, hydraulics and 
swing-arm have become essential bike-speak. 
Though this may seem overwhelming, you don’t 
have to be a gear-head to ensure you get the bike 
you want. Here are some basic strategies that will 
help you find the right fit for you. 


1. Don't buy your bike at the same place 
you bought your lawnmower and barbe- 
cue. Although it can be tempting to shop at 
mega-sport-depot or super-Handimart, very 
rarely do these stores sell quality mountain 
bikes, You have to remember that if you don’t 
buy a quality bike you are less likely to actually 
enjoy riding it. Think of your bike as an invest- 
ment in fun and health. At your local bike shop 
you'll generally find better products and service 
from people who really know bikes. Additional- 
ly, most bike shops organize group rides—a 
great opportunity to get to know other cyclists 
while becoming familiar with the massive net- 
work of trails in the River Valley. 

2. Decide what type of biking you want to 
do. If you can envision riding it then there is a 
bike made just for it! At one end of the spectrum 
is the traditional road bike which is very light and 
fast but confines one to the street. At the other 
end is the extremely heavy but durable downhill 
mountain bike designed to take the abuse of 
rushing down a ski hill. There is certainly some- 
thing for every type of riding in between 

Mountain bikes are classified in a general 
sense as rigid (without any suspension), hardtail 
(with front suspension), dually (both front and 
rear suspension) and free ride. The comfort and 
price, unfortunately, tends to increase in this 
order. Again, if you are only planning to ride 
around town then you really won't benefit from 
the heavier downhill bikes featuring greater sus- 
pension travel. If you're the type of person that 
never seems to be able to make up your mind, or 
if your significant other would say you have 
issues committing, buy a versatile bike that can 
adapt to all types of nding. For this group, a spe- 
cial breed of bike has been born which is light 
enough for racing around the city and yet can 
take all the abuse you can throw at it while riding 
at your favorite mountain resort on the weekend. 
This is the free-ride, bike and is analogous to a 


um 
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Swiss Army knife approach to versatility. 

3. Shop around. Edmonton has a ton of bike 
shops and there are so many different companies 
making quality mountain bikes that it can be a bit 
stressful trying to decide which one to go with 
My advice is to decide in advance how much you 
want to spend and go from there. Don’t be afraid 
to test ride several different bikes. The modern 
designs give each bike a distinct feeling. Also, try 
to stick to your budget. The sky is the limit when 
it comes to pricing bikes and it isn’t uncommon to 
see some that are worth more than your car. Price 
doesn’t necessarily correlate with quality ... this 
brings us to tip #4. 

4. Don't fall for all the hype! For some rea- 
son mountain bikers are obsessed with fancy 
lightweight components that are made from 
space-age materials promising to shave a few 
pounds off the total weight of their bike. Howev- 
er, this biker “bling” comes at a price that would 
bankrupt the space program. My advice is to boy- 
cott the bling and settle for quality components 
that cost only a fraction of the price. Besides, if 
you just lose a few pounds by avoiding that mid 
night snack you will not only look great but you 
won't have to dip into your child’s college fund to 
purchase parts made out of titanium. 

5. Size really does matter! There is nothing 
worse than a tiny bicycle. This is another reason 
why it is important to purchase your new bike 
from a local shop with knowledgeable staff. The 
fit of the bike is just as important as the quality of 
the product. Also, the complexity of modern 
design makes it difficult to be sure what size is 
right for you. Spend time trying different models 
so that you can find a frame that makes you com- 
fortable and gives you confidence. Frame sizes 
are no longer standardized, so a small frame 
made by one company may feel like a medium 
made by another. When straddling the frame be 
sure to give yourself at least a few inches of clear 
ance and be sure that you are not stretching too 
far forward to reach the handlebars. 


REGARDLESS OF WHETHER you're buying your 
first bike or your last, these simple strategies 
will help you choose the one that fits your style 
and price. Your bike is one of the best invest- 
ments you can make—biking is not only great 
cardiovascular exercise and cheaper than plas- 
tic surgery, it is also a ton of fun! 

The best thing about living in Edmonton is 
that there is such an immense network of trails 
within the city limits. Wherever you choose to 
go, it’s always a good idea to have the right gear 
to get there. On bumpy roads, paved trails or 
gnarly, root-ridden, single-track dirt paths, the 
bike you buy can make or break your ride. v 
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_ Backcountry skiing, canoe expeditions, wilderness living... 


(it's just on day teclaeeyi Lakeland College) People want more action and exploration in their 


vacations. Lakeland College’s Adventure Tourism 
and Outdoor Recreation program prepares you to 
lead the excitement. 


tn ec lm me — a 
This challenging two-year diploma program 
provides a distinct approach to tourism training 
through skill development in: 

* Guiding 

¢ Outdoor pursuits 

¢ Business 


At Lakeland College, students live the learning, 
utilizing the outdoors as a living classroom. ~ 


The Adventure Tourism and Outdoor Recreation program is offered at our Vermilion campus 


but classes take you to remote rivers, mountains, provincial and national parks, and more. lakelandcollege. Ca 
Apply today to live the learning this fall at Lakeland College. 1 800 661 6490, ext. 8579 
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cisco to fa our — 
accommodation on 
to end the US por- 
All total we stayed in 
homes. Each expe- 
wonderful because our 


fentures. In each case, 

hom we stayed were 

most fun John on Orcas 

d a meal with us and put 

5 Spare cottage), most 

in Brookings, OR, was as 

te about our trip as we were), 

odd (Alan took a photo of 

us in his eyeball costumes) that we 
met over the entire journey. 

With only seasonal work ahead, we 
had time to follow our desires. In late 
September, we received an invitation 
to Canadian Thanksgiving with 
family friends who live in Snohomish, 
WA, north of Seattle. The weekend 
that we spent there was our first taste 
of turkey and Canadian culture since 
the previous winter. 

So when our friends invited us to 
meet them in Tofino three days later, 
we could think of no better place to 
be. Suddenly pressed for time on our 
friends’ schedule, we discovered that 
we could save 100 km, or about one 
day, by ferry hopping. So that’s what 
we did: from Orcas Island to Sidney 
(Vancouver Island) to Tsawwassen on 


mainland BC, and back to Nanaimo. 
The trip across Vancouver Island 
was a great reintroduction to Canada 
after being away for nearly a year. It 
was a mini cycle-tour in itself: two 
days across the island, some surfing 
and beach time with good friends, 
and a leisurely three days back. In 
many ways it was a compressed ver- 
sion of our entire journey: more sun 
than rain; nights spent camping, free 
camping and in motels; good friends; 
great roads, newly paved and lonely; 
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wonderful coastal vistas and vibrant 
autumn leaves, 

Tofino was our diversion, but our 
final destination was Chilliwack, BC, 
and my first meeting with my future 
bride's family. Our last day on the 
road, from White Rock to Chilliwack, 
was really wet. It rained much of the 
day. Not only would | be wearing 
spandex and a helmet for the first 
meeting with my in-laws, but | would 
also be soaking wet. With few 
options, | presented myself to Dee's 
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parents “as is” and all was good. If 
any jokes were made about my attire 
or my odd tan lines or my less-than 

sweet smell, they were made behind 
my back and around the corner—nor 

mal life for cycle tourists 


REDWOODS AND ROCKY shorelines 


shape my memories of the trip, but 
my first thoughts are of an 84-year 
old woman named Norma. We met 
outside of a grocery store in Medoci 
no, CA. I think of her because of the 


simple and wonderful time that we 
had in her company. She was curious, 
forthright, generous and lonely. After 
Several minutes talking outside of that 
grocery store, she invited us into her 
home for the night. We accepted and 
committed her directions to memory, 
then promptly got lost ‘ 

Upon our eventual arrival, we were 
invited to lounge on her deck and take 
in the magical ocean views. With 
Snacks at our reach and beer in our 
hands, there we sat, smiling, basking 
in the glow of the California evening 
At sunset, Norma led us to the rocky 
bluff at the water’s edge, to share some 
wine and cheese and the erashing 
waves of the Pacific. And that wasijlis 
the beginning as she entertained us 
well beyond our bedtime Expecting “o 
leave the next morning, at breakfast, 
with gear packed and spandex on, 
Norma asked us to stay another day 
Of course, we happily agreed to share 
to eat apple pie, play word 
and build our friendship 


Stories, 
game 

Our interaction with Norma was 
special because it was honest and 
natural. Her personality was magnet 
ic: she was so trusting of us and con 
tent in herself that we couldn't help 
but be drawn into her stories, into her 
life, Our time with her we neverfor 
got, and it went a long way in shaping 
Our attitude towards 


made u 


our trip. She 
realize the value of embrac 
ing random interactions with those 
whom we met, and helped us to share 


ourselves with them 


And cycle touring from San Fran 
cisco to Vancouver is full of random 


interactions. ¥ 


experience 


the GATHERING PLACES 


In Our City 


Alexandra Park 


- Festival Park. Civic Centre Atrium 


Leduc Recreation Centre 


- Multi-Purpose Recreational Facility 


Fred Johns Park 


- Natural Reserve, Fishing, BBQs 


Wm. F. Lede Park 


- Cultural Village, Sports Fields, Off-Leash Dog Park 


Telford Lake 


- World Class Fiat-Water Rowing Venue, Wildlife Habitat 


Leduc Golf & Country Club 


- Premiere 18-Hole Golf Course and Restaurant 


Kinsmen Alexandra Outdoor Pool 


- Outdoor Pool, Dive Tank and Playgournd 


Multi-way System 


- Over 3Skm of multi-use pathways 


MacLlab Centre 


- Theatre Venue for Arts & Culture 


Leduc Skatepark 


- Western Canado'’s largest skateboard bow! 
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truly a world away. Until 
ever had much interest 
d US, but here I am in 
to go deep into the 
friend Bob Woodward, a 
ite and lifetime resident 
ris to be my local guide. 
lely notice the casual 
of the locals. It only 
inutes to be reminded of 
French influence that per- 
Tegion. On the short trip 
p aifport, we pass several 
jurants all specializing in seafood. 
[soon discover that seafood is a way 
of life down here—our first meal is-at 
the Prejeans restaurant, a world 
famous eatery that has welcomed a 
of world leaders and show biz 
stars too long to list. 
_ Leaving Lafayette on the Interstate 
we are suspended above water in no 
. The news had said the Army 
Core of Engineers was watching the 
‘Mississippi River and all others in the 
surrounding area as the abnormal 


amount of snow in the north was 


melting fast, The Mississippi River 
Basin collects and dumps almost 50 
per all of the water in the 
United $ 


We pull into the Atchafalaya wel- 
come center and get out for a look. It 
seems We are standing on the only dry 
ground for miles. We look around for a 
few minutes but | can tell Woodward 
wants to get out to the real deal, so we 
don't waste much time before getting 
back in the-ear. 

We turn down the “River Highway,” a 


# since it's not a highway at all 
but a narrow, marginally paved path 
that - along the Bayou Teche 


River. Where the levee comes down to 
river level, hundreds of houses on stilts 
sit high above the water. Shortly after 
we come upon “The Camps.” 


THE CAMPS ARE REALLY cottages in 
water, each one elevated by concrete, 
wood, old oil barrels or whatever 
works. Some look over 100 years old, 
while some are pretty swanky new 
e have great names like 
More No Chicks Allowed and 
Give “er Shit. Woodward tells me this 


fall shapes and sizes, quite 
‘ind typically seen in 
lerywhere. There are a 
rs which I assume they 
the ocean, but I'm 
tributaries of the 
p if you know how 


rentals and houseboats—actual 


ouse boats, not the Shuswap Lake 


erm swamps, 
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kind, but little shacks afloat—and | get 
the lowdown on what you're sup- 
posed to do here. 

First you barter for your shack 
dependent on how drunk the propri- 
etor is, how ramshackle the unit and 
how long you want to commit to going 
out and how far. The choice is made 
based on where the fish are biting, 
what kind of fish you like and how bad 
you want to starve to death. | find out 
the owner pulls you out and leaves 
you there with an old boat whose 1962 
Merc motor wasn't tested before we 
left. This was, apparently, our emer- 
gency getaway device. F 

Since this is only an exploratory out- 
ing and we aren't going for an 
overnighter, we brought along few 
rations: beer and po'boys—delicious 
sandwiches stuffed with whatever kind 
of swamp critters or seafood comes 
along. Choice spots out here are numer- 
ous, but locals try to arrive early for 
their favourites. As we get back further 
into the swamp I swear these guys are 
getting weirder by the minute. The 
boatman is telling me the swamp is 
magical, but I'm thinking the magic 
mushrooms he ate are kicking in. 

I finally start to settle in, and it’s 
soon like entering another world. 
Because of the abnormally high water, 
you can travel in any direction for 
hundreds of miles. It's obviously easy 
to get lost out here and I'm glad I've 
got my GPS with me, but the boatman 
tells me | couldn't find my way back 
even with my “new fangled homing 
pigeon.” | tell him 1 think he’s just 
watching out for his job security and 
he shoots me a dirty look. Smart—piss 
off my only hope of survival. 

He leaves us for the day under a 
huge cypress tree draped with spanish 
moss. The background noise is filled 
with strange bird calls that sometimes 
sound like monkeys. There are hun- 
dreds of huge stumps and Woodward 
explains that this area was logged 
centuries ago. He says some of these 
trees are over a thousand years old. | 
am in the largest hardwood forest in 
North America. 
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THE ATCHAFALAYA BASIN is a vast 


wilderness of swamps, woodlands, 
lakes, bayous and marshes, Each is 
apparently distinct. It just looks big 
and wet to me. It covers over 1.4 mil- 
lion acres and is the US's most pro- 
ductive fish and wildlife habitat. Back 
at the shack launch there was a pic- 
ture of an enormous badass ugly fish 
that was close to a metre longer than 
the guy who had apparently caught it. 
I's known as an alligator gar and if 1 
ever saw one I'd probably pass out. 
The boatman tells me he'd recently 


caught a 150 pound turtle: “Coulda 
swallowed you whole.” 

After a few hours of fruitless, or rather 
gator-less action, we settle down to 
beers and po'boys. I'm still sitting well 
clear of the edge of the shack-boat as 
that dark water is unnerving. Alligators 
and several species of poisonous snakes 
inhabit the water, including water moc 
casins, copperheads and coral snakes 
Plus, I've seen gators propel themselves 
out of the water further than the deck of 
the old floating shack 

These guys think I'm a pussy and to 
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Tnecessarily top of the food chain 


prove it they dangle their feet over the 
edge. I try to boost my status teflilly 
them I've stood face to face with a griz- 
zly bear, but that doesn’t seem to work 
The boatman catches a few catfish he 
keeps for grillin’ 

I watch a Bald Eagle snatch a fish out 
of the water and eat it on the tree right 
beside us. Fish guts fall into the swamp 
More gator bait. Constraints of time 
start to set in, and I’m kind of disap- 
pointed we can’t spend the night and 
light a fire on the shack deck. 1 start.to 
hum the Doobie Brothers’ “Black Watel 
as we fire up the boat and chug back to 
civilization. We've seen no other signs 
of human life for the entire day. 

A quick drive back to Lafayette puts us 
back smack dab in the middle of the 
hundreds of restaurants we must choose 
from for dinner This little city has one of 
the highest ratios of restaurants to peo- 
ple in the United States. These people 
love to eat, and they do it very socially 
Eateries are noisy and bustling. We head 
over to the Bone Fish and Woodward 
says “hi” to everyone like he’s known 
them all his life, then orders us two “Five 
Pounders.” The table has'a hole inti. 
middle with a five-gallon pail under it 
where all the carcasses go. 

Nearby, two old timers are sucking the 
heads and brains out, then crack the tails 
for a little portion of meat. Two bowls of 
crawfish arrive and | crack a tail to get a 
small piece of meat the size of the end of 
my pinky finger. Here, unlike in the 
Swamps, | feel the confidence of being 
the top of the food chain. v 


Open June Ist 


Where a Rocky Mountain retreat meets a first-class hotel. 
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Special Introductory Rates 


Soak in breathtaking views of the Rocky 
Mountains from your spacious suite or hotel 
room and bask in all the luxurious details 
Book before June Ist to enjoy special 


introductory rates 


1-Bedroom Suite from $185" 
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BAYS DUNN / bryendunn@vueweekly.com 


ost people think of the 
Caribbean as the land of all- 
inclusive resorts, but there 


are plenty of other activities beyond 
working your drinking arm. Wind- 
surfers first discovered Cabarete in 
the 1980s, kiteboarders got in on the 
action in the 1990s and now the tiny 
village of Cabarete—30 minutes out- 
side of Puerto Plata—is an oasis of 
activity in water, on land and high in 
the Sky. 

Each year since 2001, the accom~ 
modating waves and smooth island 
winds have been attracting interna- 
tional competitors and spectators for 
the Cabarete Professional Kiteboard 
Riders Association (PKRA) World Cup, 
which takes place at Bozo Beach. 

The rise in popularity of kiteboard- 
ing can be attributed to several fac- 
tors, one being the adrenalin rush 
reached by flipping 360 degrees in 
midair, flying off a massive wave. In 
2007, 16-year-old Dominican-born 
Ariel Corniel took home the coveted 
firaplace honour, marking the first 
time a local has won this champi- 
onship. This year the event happens 
from Jun 25 - 29, offering a total of 
$40 000 in cash prizes. 

The Pablito Guzma’s Cabarete Clas- 
sic, first held in 2006, has brought 
windsurfing back to the forefront as 
well. This year the event takes place 
from Jul 17 - 20, and is expected to 
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HOME STAND 


attract even greater crowds, ranking 
the event as one of the top 10 wind- 
surfing destinations in the world. The 
semi-circular beach of golden sand 
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framed by hills of lush vegetation cre- 
ates a unique thermal effect. Wind- 
surfers hit the beach in the early 
morning hours, whereas kiteboarders 
seek the directional change of the 
winds that the afternoon brings. 
Several beachside shops offer les- 
sons. Being a novice, I chose to par- 
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FEVER 


CATCH IT! SPREAD IT! 


FOR MORE INFO & TICKETS GO TO 


take in an introductory lesson for both 
sports. As much as I wanted to start 
surfing the waves right away, there 
are many precautionary details that 
must be explained while still on land. 
Professional licensed instructors took 
me through step-by-step procedures 
on positioning, maneuvering, and 
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Skip the all-inclusives for an adventure 


what wind and water condition 
should be looking for. By afternoon | 
was baby-stepping my way to ki 
boarding. To actually get out and stari 
flipping around would involve a min 
mum of two or three days of lesson 
The next day I tried my hand at wind 
surfing, which | personally found |: 


READ THE STORIES 
SEE THE PICTURES 
VUEWEEKLY.COM 


had close to his home country. | also 
met a local dude who is determined to 
win first prize in the Kiteboarders 
world Cup this year, and he diligently 


spends a f w | a day on the water 
gearing up this competition. 


TO DAY OFF 1 checked out Los Charcos 
of Damajagua/Saltos De Damajagua. 
Locally referred to as the 27 (or 28) 
Falls Hike, this is the place to head for 
cascading waterfalls, fresh water 
swimming and extreme rock climb- 
ing. | hiked up to the seventh water- 
fall level, which was quite accessible. 
Although the lower trails can easily be 
done solo, it is recommended to hire 
a local guide or join a group when 
attempting the more challenging por- 
tion at the higher elevation. 

Most of the kayaking and whitewa- 
ter rafting trips are done on the turbu- 
lent Rio Yaque del Norte, the longest 
river in the Caribbean. | took a daytrip, 
but in hindsight wish I had done an 
overnight with local outfitter Rancho 
Baiguat. The river excursion provides a 
thrilling experience with runs ranging 
from Level III to V depending on the 
rains and the time of year. The guides 
have named specific parts of the river 
based on what to expect. Mike Tyson, 
The Cemetery and Monica Lewinsky 


provide quick drops, darting rocks and . 


wave swallows. Nearby the mountain 
of Pico Duarte, the highest in the 
Caribbean, provides hardcore hikers 
the opportunity to trek to the top and 
back in a couple of days. Guided tours 


it's quite easy for a novice to plan this 
adventure without having to book an all- 
inclusive vacation package or having any 
sporting experience. Expect to pay 

ind $1500 for a week including 
modations, lessons and 
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include food, sleeping bags, tents, and 
a local guide. 


THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC has 16 
national parks, nine natural monu- 
ments and six scientific reserves. As a 
developing country it is taking great 
strides to ensure its natural surround- 
ings are protected, especially in light 
of the increased influx of tourists. 
There are several other adventure 
activities within easy reach of 
Cabarete. Wakeboarding is best done 
on the river Yasica, scuba diving and 
snorkeling can be found in nearby 
Sousua, and Encuentro is considered 
to be the best place to surf and boogie 
board. Horseback riding can be done 
along the ocean coast, or through the 
lush tropical mountain trails and deep 
sea fishing or whale watching can be 
done within easy reach of the town 
centre. The five-million-years-old 
Cabarete Caves, part of the El Choco 
National Park, are also a must see 


experience. 

When the sun goes down, there are 
many trendy restaurants, bars, and 
nightclubs frequented by both locals 
and tourists. Dine at Blue Moon, Bliss 
or Café Pitu, then try Ono's, Bambu or 
LAX for late night fun. Getting around 
is quite easy, fun and affordable 
Motorcycles are available to rent for 
about $10 a day, Gua-Guas (vans 
shared with others) and Moto-Concho 
(multiple person motorcycle) can be 
negotiated for a few dollars or taxi 
and local buses abound. 


For those eager for an adventure of 


another sort, the island is shared with 
the much poorer yet intriguing Haiti, 
and there are plenty of local operators 
who have tours to this country known 
for its political turbulence and infa- 
mous voodoo ceremonies. With so 
much to do, you may quickly forget 
that there's always the option to lie on 
the beach, soak up the sun and dream 
about your next adventure 
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Father's Day Show n! Shine Event June 15, 2008 
Vegreville Pysanka Festival Tul 46, 2008 
Veoreville Country Fair August 7-9, 2008 
Lufkin Canadian Pony Chuckwagon Finals September 5-8, 2008 
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Storming the Seawall by longboard 


JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 


hile it rained steadily for an 
entire week of April, I kept 
one foot on my longboard 


and one eye on the skies waiting for 
the right moment to roll the entire 8.8 
kilometres of the Stanley Park section 
of the Vancouver Seawall—a rare 
trip since a fierce storm on Dec 15, 
2006. The infamous 2006 squall blast- 
ed the park with 119 kilometre-per- 
hewr winds, uprooting ancient trees, 
ripping up trail and tearing out 
chunks of the embankment. In the 
aftermath of the storm, damage to the 
Seawall forced the city to close 
approximately 2.5 kilometres of trail 


= VANCOUVER 


between Third Beach and Lion’s Gate 
Bridge. Cyclists, joggers, walkers, 
rollerbladers and skateboarders were 
forced to make return trips along the 
same shared section of path, unable 
to complete the circuit. 

The trail re-opened in Nov 2007, 11 
months later. Further closures (poten- 
tially ranging from single-lane, tem- 
porary daytime, weekday or complete 
closures) are expected this summer as 
repair work continues. Much of this 
work has to be done in spring and 
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summer because it’s the only time 
when daytime tides are low enough to 
allow stone masons to go over the 
edge to repair sections of the 
embankments. The project, which will 
cost approximately $2 million, is slat- 
ed to finish by the end of summer. 
That's one long weather delay. Put 
in perspective, my rained out week 
didn’t seem so bad. Anyone who's 
spent much time in Vancouver knows 
that spring weather can be fickle. You 
just have to be ready when the condi- 
tions are right. The opportunity finally 
came the day before I was set to 
return to Edmonton. After another 
wet, overcast afternoon, the clouds 


miraculously parted and the sun 
shone down, drying the sidewalks 
and warming the air. 

Within a few hours, the sun would 
vanish again and temperatures would 
drop to near-freezing—hell, it could 
rain again any moment—but here was 
my narrow window of opportunity. ! 
grabbed my board, rolled down 
Comox and picked up my friend Kirk 
Karasin at the Legendary Noodle 
House on Denman Street. Weaving 
through crowds on the sidewalks, we 
carved our way to English Bay. 


DUE TO THE SEAWALL'S popularity, trail 


regulations restrict traffic direction in 


\ 


certain areas. Violating the rules— 
especially on hot, busy days—is a fau 
pas likely to be greeted with chilling 
stares and shouts of “wrong wa) 
During the trail closure, howeve 
many one-way trails were converted 
to two-way. Not knowing for suré 
whether the trail was still two-way 
we decided to risk it in order to s\ 
with the sun, going north along 'i\« 
Seawall from English Bay towars 
Coal Harbor. 

As it turned out, the trails had 
changed back to their original dire 
tions and we were going the wron: 
way. Luckily, it was still cool enous! 
that the trails weren't busy. Go! 
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against the grain can be difficult when 
it's crowded, and around the promon- 
tory it creates the potential for head- 
on collisions. Overgrowth and 
imposing cliff walls jut out at sharp 


tums, blind corners. 

In either di the trail dips and 
climbs at various points. One thing | 
didn® realize until near the end was 
that the direction also dictates what you 
can see. On a longboard, you have 
about a 45-degree, forward-facing view, 
so whether you go north to south or 
vice versa changes your view slightly. 

The best roll going from English 
Bay comes before the one-way sec- 
tion. After a short rise, the trail drops 
off toward Second Beach Park. | 
coasted comfortably until reaching 
the downhill slope but as the trail 
descended I picked up speed: I carved 
hard, bending my knees to keep my 
balance. The trail flattened out but I 
kept ripping along past the park, 
where a sharp left turn nearly threw 
me. I leaned backside as my back 
wheels skidded off the trail and into 
the wet, soft grass. I was losing con- 
‘rol. Kept leaning and shifted my 
weight forward, fighting the g-force of 
my tur. Finally, after several seconds 
that took forever, all four wheels 
returned to pavement. 


ADRENALIN KEPT me pushing on 
‘owards Prospect Point. In the bay, 
Seven ocean liners waited to dock. The 
Sun was cresting low out at sea, 
framed by the snow-capped Coast 
Mountains to the north and UBC's 
sprawling, green campus to the south. 
We rolled on, with Karasin on his 


rollerblades ahead of me to scout 
around hairpin turns for oncoming 
traffic. I skirted the washout from small 
waterfalls trickling off the rocks. Aside 
from a few short uphill climbs, most of 
the way was flat but with minor grades 
to help me keep up steam, for a ride 
that took around an hour. 

While I encountered few obstacles, 
debris from the cliffs left the occasion- 
al large stone in my path. At one 
point, my front wheel ground heavily 
against a rock and the board stopped 
dead, sending me flying forward. I 
was just able to keep my feet by run- 
ning it out. 

Aside from these hazards, the rest 
of the trip was marked by consistently 
beautiful scenery. Some storm dam- 
age was still evident but it was part of 
a cycle of nature. The downed trees 
that had been left to decompose along 
the bluffs gave the appearance of any 
natural forest, where death brings life. 
In this context, Vancouver city coun- 
cil’s recent decision to lay down the 
rotting and dangerously leaning Hol- 
low Tree seemed just. After all, 
preservation should respect natural 
processes, not subvert them. Shot 
through with iron wires and supports, 
the tree was ready to go. 

Stanley Park, on the other hand, is 
alive and thriving as the city nears the 
end of a $9.5 million restoration 
effort. The beloved 120-year-old park, 
the largest urban park in Canada and 
a national icon, is the same as ever— 
part wilderness, part developed, a 
playground for Vancouverites and vis- 
itors. And with the re-opening of the 
Seawall, it’s ready to roll. w 
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Lights, Tower, Action Package! 


Let the 5 Calgary Downtown Suites help you 
runaway from the everyday! We will take you 
ona weekend escape to the Calgary Tower and 
see the city like you have never seen it before! 


This package includes: 
1 Night's Accomodation 
2 Adult tickets to the Calgary Tower 
1 in-house Movie with refreshments (pop & popcorn) 
Free parking at the hotel 
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STAY AT THE ASTORIA, A FRIENDLY, FAMILY RUN 
HOTEL THAT CATERS TO ATHLETIC AND ADVEN- 
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GEDS AND LOTS OF AMENITES. 


*COMMAL JASPER LOCATION ADJACENT TO TOTEM'S SPORT SHOP 
“A VARIETY DF RESTAURANTS NEARBY. -CLOSE TO EQUIPMENT RENTAL SHOPS FOR 


GVETNG. CLIMBING. FISHING, AND CAMPING. 
} “PAPA GEORGE'S RESTAURANT AND THE DED DOG BAR & GRILL IM THE HOTEL 
| “COMPLIMENTARY PASSES TO THE LOCAL AQUATIC CENTRE {THREE BLOCKS AWAY} 


GREAT OUTDOORS "PR 24-APR0,7008, WEEKLY: = BY 


Bikers can raise muddy issues on local trails 


BBI BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com 
7 rior to Mother Nature’s back- 
stabbing snowstorm this past 
weekend, you may have been 
humming to yourself with unabashed 
optimism. You may have even 
unpacked your mountain bike to frolic 
in some of Edmonton’s extensive sin- 
gle-track trails. But after this thick, 
mocking layer of white stuff disap- 
pears, mud will be the cause of anoth- 
er waiting game. So hold on to your 
mmy for a minute. 
” With the recent blizzard, the dry 
ground we had gained is obviously 
lost. Many of the trails were nearing 
good riding condition, but now we're 
back to mid-March conditions. You 
may be itching to rip up the trails, but 
before you go mud-bogging consider 
how your choice reflects on all riders. 
If you blow past that behemoth truck 
at a red light, you can bet the redneck 
is going to cut off every two-wheeler 
he encounters. If you rip past the soc- 
cer mom walking her poodle and 
splash her prized beast, you know 
she’s going to complain to all her 
“friends and spread the word what ass- 
holes cyclists are. 

A couple weeks ago, a rider ahead 
of us had plowed through a huge mass 
of snotty mud, I thought it looked like. 
fun, but Steve Martins, mountain biker 
and veteran member of Hardcore Bik- 
ing Club, emphatically tried to explain. 
“When you ride through a mud hole, 


= TRAILS & 
ENQUETTE 


you make a rut. The rut becomes a 
puddle. People don’t want to ride 
through puddles, so they ride around. 
The trail gets wider. Riders damage 
grass and foliage. That puddle could 
remain all summer, even after dry 


spells. Then the city gets mad and 
closes the trail to bikers. Or worse, 
they gravel it.” And cyclists lose. 
According to the City of Edmonton, 
cycling is permitted on single track 
trails that are the width of mountain 
bike handlebars. There are more than 
420 kilometres of single track in the 
river valley, so don’t be greedy and 
poach the trails that are narrower 
than 0.5 metres wide. Most of the 
trails along the north side of the river 
will dry first due to longer sun expo- 


sure. The majority of trails on the 
south side of the river however, will 
remain in poor to fair condition for 
several more weeks and should be 
avoided until they're dry. 


HOW MANY TIMES have you come up 


on a pedestrian wearing headphones 


and almost ran them over because » 


you scared the shit out of them? 
Multi-use paths and sidewalks must 
also be respected. Cyclists actually 
aren’t allowed to ride on city side- 


Where 


he opportunities are endless for outdoor 

enthusiasts in Parkland County. With some 
of the most scenic areas in the entire province, 
you have something for everyone — hikers, 
campers, golfers, boaters, swimmers, bird lovers 
and more. Parkland County boasts some of the best golf courses in | 
the province, numerous lakes and beaches, and the incredible North | 
Saskatchewan River, providing a wide array of activities that the 
whole family can enjoy. 
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Take a drive out to our amazing County 
and experience it first-hand. | 
We guarantee you won't be disappointed! 


Parkland County Centre 

53109A S.H. 779, Parkland County, AB T7Z IRL 
Tel: 780-968-8888 Fax: 780-968-8413 

Toll Free: 1-888-880-0858 


www.parklandcounty.com 
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walks unless there are signs permit. 
ting riding, or the bike’s wheel diame- 
ter is less than 50 centimetres. s, 
unless you're walking your kid on hj; 
or her bike, stick to the road when 
you're on yours. 

Paved paths are fair game fo; 
cyclists, but the bike must yield to 
pedestrians. There are over 100 km of 
shared paths in Edmonton, so unti| 
the trails are dry perhaps sticking to 
these and the 130 km of multi-use 
trails will keep you marginally satis- 
fied until the sun burns the moisture 
from the single track. Updates on the 
condition of these trails is available 
on the City of Edmonton website 
While outfall rehabilitation continues 
in Dawson Park, the trail through 
Louise McKinney Park is finally open 
The lower granular trail in Forest 
Heights Park is severely eroded and 
slumping, so that trail is closed from 
the entrance to the Riverside Gol; 
Course Parking lot to the gravel trail 
entrance down the paved trail from 
the 101 Ave - 84 St intersection. 

It seems almost inevitable that no 
matter your choice of transportation 
a certain pecking order around 
cyclists will remain. As Gord Downie 
once pontificated, legs scream a\ 
bikes and bikes scream at trucks. It 
the rules. So if you follow them, per 
haps we'll all have a better chance of 
avoiding the wrath of motorists and 
pedestrians alike. v 
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Rapid immersion in Costa Rican Rapids 


BOYD ENGLAND / boyd@vueweekly.com 

t was 40 below and I didn’t give a 

fuck, ‘cause I was off to the Gold 

Coast. Usually when it’s cold, I'm 
snowboarding. But when we had that 
stretch of crappy weather in February 
my wife Laura and I decided to get 
the hell out of dodge, flying off to 
somewhere warm with a beach and 
adventure instead. We were hoping 
for a “last minute” deal but that was 
not to be, and we frantically 
searched the internet on Friday 
evening, the start of our week off. By 
7.30 pm we were booked, leaving for 
Costa Rica—a country I knew noth- 
ing about—in less than 36 hours. 
During a call to a close friend Satur- 
day morning, I learned that Costa 
Rica is home to some of the best 
whitewater rafting in the world. 

1 have a bit of experience rafting in 
Canada, having run the Kicking 
Horse four times—three times in one 
day. Six of my friends and I decided 
we needed some adventure and 
drove down to Golden one night with 
a rented, non-baling raft. The experi- 
ence was my very first and I was 
stressed to find out we should be 
donning wet suits as the glacial 
waters average 4 C. It was interest- 
ing to learn after the first run that 
although we had at least five engi- 
neering types on our raft (all self- 
appointed captains) none of us 
realized that when you put a raft in 
the water the air shrinks and the raft 
gets soft. A mistake that either saved 
our life or we just got lucky as the 
raft folded in half as we rode right 
through the “Hopi Hole.” 

My last rafting trip wason the Fras- 
er m the shadows of Mount Robson 
on Canada Day 2007. I ran intoa 
friend who owns a rafting company at 
an all-you-can-eat dessert social. He 
said there Were a couple openings on 
his raft and we should join in the fes- 
tivities; I was on such a sugar high | 
could not turn him down. 

| was confident those experiences 


Buy or sell 


would prepare me for anything that 
Costa Rica could throw at me, 


A TYPICAL HEARTY caribbean break- 


fast started the day at the takeout 
camp. Good thing, as it turned out— 
the threat of inclement weather did 
not allow us to stop for lunch once 
during the entire trip. As our bus 
rumbled down one of Costa Rica's 
many pothole-ridden roads from the 
base camp to the put-in, we received 
professional safety training from our 
guide and amateur comedian, 
Andrés Cruz Hernandez of Explo- 
radores Outdoors. 

Rounding the final corner revealed 
the steepest descent to a river I have 
€ver seen, not to mention one of the 
most beautiful sights the world has to 
offer in the Rio Pacuare, the country’s 
premier river. A tumultuous 30-kilo- 
metre river filled with 38 of the most 
exciting class II] and [V rapids and 
scenery that is sheer beauty. 

The steep walls of this green gorge 
flank an amazingly blue river, a safe 
haven for monkeys, birds and butter- 
flies. At an astonishing drop of 45 feet 
per mile the rapids bring a heart stop- 
ping rush at their very sight. It doesn’t 
take long for your heart to kick it into 
high gear as the first wave hits you 
smack in the face, nearly knocking 


your used gear. I™ 
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you out of the raft. I am not sure if we 
were lucky or unlucky that February is 
Costa Rica’s summer and the water is 
low. The low levels slowed the trip to 
over four hours. We were told the trip 


in June quickens to two and a half 
hours. I could not imagine running 
some of these rapids in those condi- 
tions; | am confident it would take an 
extra three weeks to wipe the smile 


=| WHITEWATER 


off my face. 

After four hours of death- defying 
excitement, | was glad to see the trip 
coming to an end. Maybe because I 
was a bit out of shape or because we 
spent the afternoon outrunning a 
storm, but at the end of the day I was 
thoroughly exhausted—the same sort 
of exhaustion that one experiences Mx 
lowing a night of uninhibited pleasure 

As they can run nearly all year long 
the Costa Rican rafting companies are 
well-honed operations, offering an 
experience you will remember forey- 
€r, not to mention that it is much 
Safer to take on the river alongside an 
experienced river guide. Next time I 
will take advantage of the longer two- 
day, overnight trip. I can’t wait. wv 
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LDA '/ matthew@vueweekly.com 
McCarthy's The Visi- 
‘a ‘the kind of movie that 


thing economics professor who's 
decided to coast to the end of his life, 
or so it seems. His wife is dead, he's 
been teaching the same class for 20 


2 OPENS FA, APR 25 
WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY THOMAS MCCARTHY 
Ss STARRING RICHARD JENKINS, HAZ SLEIMAN, 
DANA GURIRA, HIAM ABBAS 
GARNEAU THEATRE 
Joie 


And so began what I feared was 
going to be a feel-good romp through 
all the clichés of movie-land multicul- 
turalism. It certainly shapes up that 


years and the book he’s supposedly _ way: Tarek even starts to teach the 
i cdabietion. He's te any WASP-y, classical music-loving 
clos completion. He’s terse, _ Richard how to play colourful African 
‘Un-communicative. He’sin _ polyrhythms on his busking drum. 
a rut, for sure, but this late in life, a rut > 
this deep might turn out to be terminal. BUT AS ALL post-9/11 dramas set in 
Travelling from Connecticut to New —_— New York (especially those dealing 
York to take part in an academic con- _- with Middle Eastern immigrants) 
ference, Richard arrives in the cityand —_ must, The Visitor soon takes a political 
makes his way to the Greenwich Vil- _ turn. Tarek is arrested for jumping a 
lage apartment he’s rented for years, | subway turnstile, and before he 
though he hasn't been back to the city knows it he’s in lockdown in an 
in ages. (Why woulda mankeepan anonymous-looking immigrant deten- 
apartment in a city where he doesn’t _ tion centre in an out-of-the-way 
live Maybe forthe same rea- _ neighbourhood. Turns out he's an ille- 
son he tries in vainto lear the piano, _ gal, and the feds want him gone. 
his musically inclined late wife's instru- _ Richard, Zainab and Tarek's mother, 
ment of choice—to keep alive some- | Mouna (Hiam Abbass), fight for his 
thing that’s long been dead.) release. Richard and Mouna grow 
But a, hang on: when he gets __ closer in the process, beginning a 
to the ment, he finds thatin his _ (very, very) tentative romance. 
absel ie unscrupulous land- Now, Tarek and Zainab are the 


sd it out toa youngcou- most picture-perfect immigrants you 
ple. ek (Haaz Sleiman) isa _ could hope for: hard-working, smart, 
d from Syria who makes a _ charming, friendly young people who 


living busking and Zainab (Danai 
Gurira) is his girlfriend, a jeweller 
from Senegal who sells her ethnic 
trinkets to tourists on the street. 


Docs have trouble getting deeper into 


love their adopted home as if they'd 
lived there all their lives. Only the 
most hard-hearted Bush/Cheney dis- 
ciple would want these two shipped 


mail fraud—a conviction that could 
bring up to 20 years in jail. 

The basic details of the case alone 
are appalling, and all the elements of a 
dramatic true story of injustice are 
already there, but Lynn Hershman Lee- 
son's Strange Culture separates them 
all out into Petri dishes of documentary 
interviews, a comic-strip retelling, 
actors’ riffs on real people and the 
actors’ own thoughts. The result is a 
preposterously self-conscious, overly 
articulated, freakish hybrid—of docu- 
mentary and drama, academia and 
art—that doesn't do any justice to 
Kurtz or his trials. 

The interviews alone would have 
been effective—Kurtz is an utterly 
engaging teller of his own story—and 


could have worked with the comix 
chronicle, but then the staginess and 
behind-the-staginess sets in. By the 
time Kurtz himself is commenting on 
actor Thomas Jay Ryan playing him or 


ng overcome sentimentality 


out. And the connection between the 
four principals is similarly warm and 
fuzzy. A more perfect homage to the 
ideal multicultural mosaic of urban 
America would be hard to imagine. 

But like director McCarthy's first 
film, 2003's The Station Agent, The Vis- 
itor's sentimentality is redeemed by 
two things: McCarthy’s careful plot- 
ting and knack for capturing real-life 
situations in an honest, unforced way 
and the cast’s all-around fantastic 
performances. Jenkins’ nervous fum- 
bling conveys everything we need to 
know about his Walter, even though 
very little backstory is revealed. 
Sleiman’s Tarek is a generically gre- 
garious musician dude, but no less 
likable for that. And both Gurira and 
Abbas endow their slim roles with a 
great deal of presence, Gurira playing 
the cautious foil to the extroverted 
Tarek, and Abbas conveying great 
depth in a role that, to be fair, really 
seems to exist only to give Richard an 
object for his affections. 

The last third of the film has more 
than enough ironic shots of American 
flags, patriotic posters and Ellis Island 
to drive home its points (post-9/11 
immigration policy sucks), but The Visi- 
tor is at its best when it hews closer to 
the personal, to the way these four 
people inadvertently become visitors 
of a sort in one another's lives, enrich- 
ing and maddening in equal measures. 
Touchy-feeliness aside, The Visitor is 
simultaneously artful and crowd-pleas- 
ing, a lovely paean to friendship that 
ears its feel-good bonafides (mostly) 
without condescension. ¥ 


debates on terror 


how much Hope would have loved Tilda 
Swinton playing her, the film needs a 
thorough meta-dectomy. This relentless 
super-self-consciousness leaves no 
room for subtlety or the viewer's 
involvement. 

A lot of the actors’ lines seems like 
Points To Make You, The Viewer, Really 
Think Hard About, and why put in out- 
take-like scenes of the actors (“Peter 
Coyote as himself,” a caption so help- 
fully tells us, as if we can’t tell when an 
actor is in or out of character) musing 
on the issues at hand? OK, already— 
identity is performative, the government 
is attacking freedom of academic 
speech, artists and academics must 
band together to defend basic rights 
now under attack—but all this increas- 
ingly pretentious twaddle is taking us 
away from the sad injustice that's still 
going on. But maybe the reason for the 
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Joint custody: Harold & 
Kumar Escape laughter 


JOSEF BRAUN / josal{@vueweakly.com 


arold and Kumar let it all 
hang out. Theirs is a proud 
cinema of no shame, where 


people can feel free to kick back, 
light a blunt, speak their mind and be 
themselves. Before we reach the end 
of the opening credits of Harold and 
Kumar Escape From Guantanamo 
Bay, Kumar's already enjoyed a bout 
of explosive diarrhea and splooged 
all over his own face. This guy clear- 
ly has nothing to hide, and thus 
earns our trust from the get-go 

So what's with Homeland Security 
getting so uppity about Kumar trying 
to light up in an airplane toilet? These 
post-9/11 homeboys need to chill. 
Unfortunately the outfit who nailed 
our boys on their flight from Jersey to 
Amsterdam are fronted by a drooling 
moron racist pitbull who gets his 
buzz on from wiping his dirty bung- 
hole with the Fifth Amendment—and 
boy, is that bunghole dirty! But per- 
haps he can be forgiven for his neg- 
lectful hygiene, as he’s in such a tizzy 
over breaking what's looking to be 
the first case of an Al Qaeda-North 
Korea super-collaboration to murder 
hysterical American tourists. 

One look at Harold's funny-shaped 
eyes and Kumar's chestnut flesh was 
all it took to send these hapless 
heroes to Guantanamo Bay, where 
their worst homophobic fears are 
embodied in the monstrous white 
guards who waste no time in getting 
the newbies down on their knees for 
their first taste of their new diet of 
cockmeat sandwich. Fortunately fate 
intervenes in the form of real-live 
insane terrorists who like to bite. As 
promised, Harold and Kumar escape, 
hitch a ride with some decorative 
Cubans to Miami, drop in on a party 
full of pants-free zombies and begin 
their real adventure through the 
American South, where they try to 
enlist the aid of some asshole who's 
marrying Kumar’s high school sweet- 
heart yet also has a most helpful 
direct line to President Bush. 


THE BIG THEME of Harold and Kumar 


Escape From Guantanamo Bay is that 
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HAROLD AND KUMAR. 
ESCAPE FROM 
GUANTANAMO BAY 
WRITTEN AND OIRECTED BY JON HURWITZ 
HAYDEN SCHLOSSBERG 

STARRING JOR CH, KAL PENN, RO CORDDY, 
DANNEEL HARRIS 
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you can’t always judge a book by its 
cover, It’s a solid theme, conducive to 
much excitement and endless rever- 
sals. Not long after being mistaken for 
potential terrorists on account of their 
race, Harold and Kumar later find that 
they too.are guilty of lazy prejudice 
They presume that some ruddy-faced 
Alabama deer killer is an inbred Ted- 
neck loony. Well, okay, he actually is 
an inbred redneck loony—but at least 
he feeds them and smokes them up. 
In any case, all is not always what it 
appears, right? Especially when it 
comes to the movie itself. Harold and 
Kumar Escape From Guantanamo Bay 
may look like a wild comedy with 
some political teeth to it, but—a ha!— 
turns out it’s really just dumb. Real 
dumb. Okay, dumb with a few inspired 
little surprises that help wash down 
the pervading dearth of anything actu- 
ally funny or clever happening. 

The ostensibly lovable John Cho 
and Kal Penn, stars of the 200°pre- 
quel, return from their journey to 
White Castle for this second go- 
round of juvenile sex jokes, garish 
sentimentality and faux stereotype- 
smashing. They're joined by a pair of 
impossibly insipid white girls to pine 
for and a bizarre guest appearance 
from the rather stiff but admirably 
committed Neil Patrick “Doogie” Har- 
ris, here playing himself and willfully 
undertaking one of the most impres- 
sive feats of auto-character assassi- 
nation on record, gobbling 
psychedelics and branding a prosti- 
tute’s ass. Harold and Kumar also 
have a run-in with the KKK and even 
George W himself, who provides the 
movie's highlight. (I mentioned the 
surprises: turns out both Bush and 
the Klan love metal. Who Si) 
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You think that’s funny? 
METRO COMEDY SHORTS WANTS YOU 


MATTHEW HALLIDAY / matthew@vueweekly.com 
s Sam Varteniuk describes 
the concept behind Metro 
Comedy Shorts, | can’t help 
but think of this winter’s underrated 
Jack Black/Mos Def comedy, Be Kind 
Koa about two hapless video- 
clerks who accidentally erase 
S tapes in their store and end 
up filming their own abbreviated 
versions of the deleted blockbusters. 
Be Kind was a whimsical fantasy 
about how to “create your own 
entertainment” (in the words of 
director Michel Gondry) and not rely 
on the Hollywood entertainment 
machine to do it for you. 

Metro Comedy Shorts shares a 
similar DIY sensibility: low-budget 
and no-budget filmmakers submit 
their short films and have them 
screened before a paying audi- 
ence. The audience votes on 
végeth filmmakers’ work they like 
well enough to commission a sec- 
ond film from, to be seen at the 
next instalment of the festival. 
(Those who don’t make the cut 
are free to try again.) Metro Com- 
edy Shorts grew out of last year’s 
Metro TV, which Varteniuk’s the- 
atre/improv troupe Mostly Water 
Theatre took part in—and was 
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METRO COMEDY SHORTS 

= | PRESENTED BY MOSTLY WATER THEATRE 
METRO CINEMA ZEIDLER HALL (9028 101A AVE) 


itself based on Los Angeles’ Chan- 
nel 101, which has been doing the 
same thing since 2001. 

“The people who came out of 
the woodwork for Metro TV were 
really hungry for a venue,” Varte- 
niuk says. “There were stipulations 
that it was supposed to be a pilot 
for a TV show, but it was clear 
there had been a lot of people who 
had obviously been sitting on proj- 
ects for years just waiting for a 
chance to show it. So we had film 
school students, weirdoes from 
the National Film Board who put 
together this sort of humorous 
puppet sex thing, there were ani- 
mators, kids with a Handicam or a 
cell phone putting stuff together ... 
we thought it was a program that 
really ought to be continued.” 


VARTENIUK WAS pleasantly surprised 
by all the latent creative energy 
Metro TV uncovered last year. There 
are lots of artists in town, he says— 
just not necessarily enough audience 


for them. 

“With people coming in from out 
east to work on the oil rigs, work- 
ing two weeks and home two 
weeks, they're not checking out 
posters and the arts section to see 
what to do,” he explains. “They're 
playing their Xbox or going toa 
movie. Edmonton is big as far as 
numbers, but as far as the nucleus 
of people who live here and make 
it their home, it feels like a city of 
about 200 000. That’s my sense 
having grown up in Kitchener 
[Ontario] anyway, which is about 
that big. Edmonton feels about that 
size to me.” 

After the success of Metro TV, 
Varteniuk hopes that the inaugural 
Metro Comedy Shorts will reveal a 
similar wealth of untapped creativi- 
ty. He also looks forward to the 
chance to be able to pay some starv- 
ing artists for their work. 

“We're able to pay people a 
screening fee, so we're able to 
spread some cash around,” he 
explains. “And Metro Cinema is 
fulfilling part of its mandate, which 
is to encourage new video art. You 
know, the technology is ubiquitous 
enough now that anybody can be a 
filmmaker.” W 


DVDETECTIVE 


free-floating filler in the film is reali- 
ty’s irresolution—as Kurtz and Ryan 
note, as part of the insistent play-by- 
play commentary within the film (even 
the extras are meta and pretentious: the 
long-running “interview with the direc- 
tor” is more about her artistic preoccu- 
pations and her career arc), there's no 
dramatic centrepiece yet. Kurtz, owing 
thousands in legal bills, still hasn't had 
his day in court. 


PERHAPS NO LAWYER is more eager to 
defend anyone charged with terrorism— 
though he may prefer a defendant more 
high-profile than Steve Kurtz, and prefer- 
ably guilty—than Jacques Verges, Ter- 
ror’s Advocate in Barbet Schroeder's 
documentary. Verges made his name as a 
lawyer after defending Djamila Bouhired 
and other FLN members who fought and 
killed for Algeria's independence from 
France, After raising an international out- 
cry, ensuring that the death sentence for 
the famous Bouhired and her associates 
was commuted, Vergés married Bouhired 
shortly after her release in an independ- 
ent Algeria. But he disappeared for most 
of the 1970s, only to reappear in Paris and 
become associated with, most notorious- 
ly, the blood-for-money bomber and 
hijacker Carlos the Jackal. 

Schroeder's documentary begins with 
an acknowledgement of bias—“the 
director's point of view on Jacques 
Verges ... may differ” from the opinions 
of those interviewed—and the bias is 
clear from the opening scene, where 


a ¢ 
Verges gives a vague mitigation of Po} 
Pot’s guilt. This is misleading, since 
Verges isn’t knowh to have had any 
dealings with the Cambodian mass mur. 
derer, but Terror’s Advocate is a docu- 
mentary built on guilt by association. 
Vergés has defended Palestinian 
hijackers, Klaus Barbie, Magdalena 
Kopp, a serial killer and Lumumba’s 
assassin, and he’s offered to defend 
Milosevic and Hussein. Stasi (East Ger- 
many’s secret police) records detai| 
Vergés' meetings with Carlos’ top men 

There are clear differences between 
the FLN’s violence in their own country, 
Palestinians hijacking a plane in another 
land and Carlos’ money-extortion bomb 
ings. But the film is no more interested 
in questioning the loaded word “terror- 
ist” (or noting the vigilante justice oj 
Israeli’s Mossad secret service or the 
state terror of the Stasi) than Verges js 
in making distinctions between his 
clients—he seems to enjoy the show o/ 
snapping at the heels of the system 
pulling all kinds of tactics in court 
(though few are detailed). 

A casual narcissist and a bourgeois 
backroom fighter, he smokes a cigar in hi 
plush office as he talks about how much he 
enjoyed going up alone against 39 lawyers 
each one thus only “a fortieth of me,” in th 
Barbie case. Another motive may be the 
vicarious thrill of romanticized political vio- 
lence, acting out his role as freedom fighter 
on the legal front with relish. But Terrors 
Advocate mostly leads us on a tour of ¢ 
shadowy, James Bond, world-wide web o! 
intemational freedom fighting-cum-outright 
thuggery. It's a tour full of dark, mysteriou: 
purpose and not much of a payoff. w 


the Visitor 
Connection is everything. 


“Terrific film ‘+k * * * 


..With surprising emotions.” 
~~ Marshall Fine, STAR MAGAZINE 


= {effrey Lyons, NBC/Reel Teli 
‘ Wonderful Jeo s delivers a master 
erformances.” class in acting.” 


~ Richard Roeper, Ar Ten ovens wernt 
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EMOTIONAL ARITHMETIC 
SURECTED BY PAOLO BARZMAN 

WRITTEN BY JEFFERSON LEWIS 

STARRING SUSAN SARANDON, GABRIEL BYRNE 
ak 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 

There's this scene in Emotional Arith- 
metic that, like a handful of others, feels 
as though it was shaken loose from the 
film’s tight weave of pervading solemnity. 
\t features two old guys getting up in the 
dead of night to raid the icebox for the 
congealed leftovers of what was previ- 
ously a lavish meal. With their grub and a 
couple of bottles of 50, they hunker over 
a table and get down to work. Each man 
represents a disparate chapter in the his- 
tory of a beguiling younger woman, and 
this unexpected wee-hours companion- 
ship is thus laced with a certain, amus- 
ingly masculine tension. What happens in 
this scene neither dissolves the tension 
entirely, nor does it exactly resolve any- 
thing. It lingers briefly between the 
ostensibly important scenes. Interesting- 
ly, this scene lingers in my memory more 
vividly than anything else in the movie. 

Awkwardly adapted from Matt Cohen's 
Holocaust-related novel by screenwriter 
Jefferson Lewis and director Paolo Barz- 
man, Emotional Arithmetic, with its 
godawtul title, was never going to have 
an easy time proving itself a dynamic cin- 
ematic experience. It comes burdened 
with themes of loss, sacrifice, memory 
and the at-times-crippling responsibility 
to the past. | say burdened not because 
these themes aren't potent—on the con- 
trary, the ideas Cohen's addressed are 
rich and resonant—but because rather 
than coming to us through action, these 
themes are announced, lobbed about, 
mulled over. 

What eases this burden considerably 
is the tremendous cast, five actors from 
four different countries with such accu- 
mulated experience as to evoke networks 
of emotion the moment they appear on 
sereen together. Susan Sarandon plays 
Melanie, Gabriel Byrne plays Christopher, 
a pair linked by their time spent in the 
Orancy transit camp in occupied France 
as kids, and their being rescued from 
deportation to Auschwitz by Jakob, 
played by Max Von Sydow. The bulk of 
Emational Arithmetic takes place four 
decades later, at Melanie's rural home in 
Quebec's Eastern Townships, where 
Melanie is now a mentally unstable mid- 
dle-aged woman, wife to David, a much 
older history professor played by Christo- 
pher Plummer, and mother to Benjamin, a 
handsome, talented chef played by Roy 
Dupuis. The story as such concerns an 
unexpected reunion between Melanie, 
Christopher and Jakob, an event fraught 
with opposing ideas about how to memo- 
ttalize vietims of catastrophe and how to. 
Manage life’s loose ends and enduring 
desires. 

There are moments where something 
happens, risks are taken, pent-up feelings 
are given expression—but these 
moments are nearly crowded out by 


scenes of stasis or contemplation—and it 
is not an active, nor an especially conta- 
gious, contemplation. The rather gaudy, 
Gverwrought flashbacks to Drancy consti- 
tute only a fraction of Emotional Arith- 
metic’s duration, but they somehow 
exemplify the overall weakness here, a 
tendency to make a case for the film's 
seriousness by merely directing our atten- 
tion toward events that we all know are 
overwhelmingly serious. The end result, | 
suppose, is a somewhat muddled medita- 
tion, a movie that doesn't entirely work as 
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a movie, but arguably functions as some 
modest catalyst for thought, and a rare 
Opportunity to see actors of this calibre 
sharing the screen. 


RICHARD LINKLATER RETROSPECTIVE 
FEATURING DAZED AND CONFUSED 
SUN, APR 27 (4 PM; METRO CINEMA 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly,com 

| can't remember where | first heard 
Richard Linklater compared to Howard 
Hawks, but the more | watch his movies 
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SMOKELESS 


and, more importantly, the more | consider 
his career, the more this initially jarring cor- 
relation sticks. Like Hawks, the director of 
Bringing Up Baby (1938), The Big Sleep 
(46) and Rio Bravo {'59), Linklater, who in 
less than two decades has delivered titles 
as diverse as Slacker('91), Before Sunrise 
(95) and Schoo! of Rock ('03), possesses an 
increasingly rare ability to shift gracefully 
between genres; to capitalize on rather 
than just complain about the compromise 
between commerce and art; to work with 
tremendous energy and, just as impressive- 
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ly, to work frequently, both in and out of the 
Studio system 
These traits largely concern Linklater’s 
working habits, but there's also a key sim- 
ilarity between his and Hawks’ art: the 
gift for talk. It's often emphasizeduaat 
film is a visual medium. Well, actually it's 
an audio-visual medium, and Linklater 
has a marvelous affinity for the kinetics 
of language, the dynamics of story trans- 
lating into speech, the way gab becomes 
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a funnel for nerves, desire, aggression. 
While topics of discussion can get heady, 
actors in his movies rarely pontificate— 
they behave. And attention to behaviour 
is what drives Linklater’s work, endowing 
it with its singular force and sense of 
freedom, both of which will be in evi- 
dence over the next three Sundays as 
Metro Cinema screens five different Lin- 
klater flicks. 

A comedy about the end of a school 
year in a sleepy town in Texas, 1976, 
Dazed and Confused ('93) arrived in 
theatres around the same time | was 
departing from high school. | remember 
being excited to see the movie despite its 
lame marketing, and | remember walking 
away from it with this uneven feeling: | 
had a lot of fun watching it, yet it seemed 
lacking in substance. It seemed narrowly 
concerned with nostalgia and kitsch— 
and that's the part that stuck in my youth- 
ful craw. Little did | know that, while | 
was the same age as the characters on 
screen, | was at least a decade too young 
to really appreciate it. 

The obsessive attention to period 
detail that once struck me as indulgent— 
the styles of the ‘70s always made for 
cheap gags—has with a little distance 
proved itself to have terrific anthropologi- 
cal value. The movie's universality 
emerges from its specificity. Its focus on 
the minutia of gesture, posturing, status 
identification and the most fleeting 
aspects of popular culture culminate in 
what is finally a big-hearted study of how 
humans learn to socialize: driving up and 
down Main Street, building bongs in shop 
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class, tormenting each other, measuring 
the limits of acceptable rebellion, revel- 
ing in music. And it's a lesson as painful 
as it is hilarious: witness the repressed, 
sadistic homoeroticism of the hazing ritu- 
als, with a gleefully villainous Ben Affleck 
whacking Wiley Wiggins’s skinny little 
ass with a giant paddle while the kid is 
bent over a shiny hotrod. It’s practically a 
Kenneth Anger movie. 

Dazed and Confused will be sharing a 
double bill with American Graffiti (73), 
George Lucas’s chronicle of teen life circa 
1962, and its natural predecessor. The 
pairing reveals a developing tradition, 
and, 15 years after Dazed re-enacted 
1976, it begs the question: when do we 
get the movie about the class of 1993? 


NOW PLAYING 


88 MINUTES 

DIRECTED BY JON AVNET 

WRITTEN BY GARY SCOTT THOMPSON 

STARRING AL PACINO, NEAL MCDONOUGH, LEELEE SOBIESK! 
* 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 
Sometimes when I’m watching a movie, | 
find myself spending more time mulling 
over the pre-production than the produc- 
tion. While watching 88 Minutes, which 
is sadly 30 minutes longer than it promis- 
es, | was compelled to wonder why this 
script made it to theatres: it could've 
been produced for a quarter of the price 
and maintain its crappiness by going 
straight to DVD. The obvious reason is 
the Pacino factor; but now the question 
is, “Why did Pacino sign on to this dis- 
posable psychological thriller?” Oh yeah: 
Pacino stopped trying a long time ago. 

88 Minutes finds its influence in CSI, 
Saw and the filmmakers’ convoluted 
nightmares. Pacino plays Dr Jack Gramm, 
a forensic psychologist and professor at 
the University of Washington with a pen- 
chant for banging his students. He is the 
Nancy Grace of his field: haunted by a 
loved one’s homicide and self- righteously 
condemning all suspects before the evi- 
dence is in. In 1997, he controversially 
convinced a jury to send Jon Forster (Neal 
McDonough), suspect of the “Seattle 
Slayings,” to death row on questionable 
grounds. A decade later, on the night of 
Forster's execution, similar murders are 
running amuck in Seattle. Gramm gets a 
phone call claiming that he has 88 min- 
utes to live, and the anonymous caller 
gives him constant updates throughout. 

ls Forster really innocent? Does he 
have an accomplice? Are these murders 
the act of a copycat? 88 Minutes hardly 
gives its audience a moment to consider 
the options. Its idea of clues is slow 
motion flashbacks panning the face of 
every speaking roll in the story. Suspect 
after suspect is presented with neither 
motive nor reasonable doubt. By the time 
the truth transpires, it has to be explained 
with elaborate detail to Gramm, or rather, 


the viewer, because without clarification, 
it would be completely nonsensical (not 
that It made Sense already) 

Even more ridiculous is its abuse of 
time. We are to believe that the events 


. are happening within the 88 minutes 


Gramm has to solve the case, but unless 
Seattle is the size of Fort Saskatchewan, 
there is no realistic way they could 
Gramm drives across Seattle, from scene 
to scene, chases an assailant, investj- 
gates a home, stops to get his mail and 
do a television interview, investigates 
another place, saves some people and 
escapes arrest all in the time it takes a 
normal person to buy groceries. Basically 
in short, 88 Minutes is a clusterfuck of 
ideas that never align. 


THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM 

DIRECTED BY ROB MINKOFF 

WRITTEN BY JOHN FUSCO 

STARRING JACKIE CHAN, JET Ll MICHAEL ANCARANG 
wee 


BRIAN GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

The Forbidden Kingdom certainly does 
n't offer much of a welcome—the open 
ing 15 minutes is a bit of a mess, lurching 
us through daydream, near-camp, time 
travel and morally reckless adolescence 
Kung fu-obsessed Boston teen Jason Trip- 
itkas (Michael Angarano) engages in a 
video-game style fight of fancy, betray: 
his pal—an elderly Chinese shopkeep 
er—for an over-the-top bully who mostly 
hulks and broods, and then wakes up in 
Olde China, where eye-shadowed, gilt 
armoured soldiers throw him nasty looks 

So it's a relief when Jackie Chan liter- 
ally drops in. Falling off his donkey, Chan 
as scholar-warrior Lu Yan—who make 
peace with his wine gourd when not 
fighting drunk-fist style—draws all the 
laughs here, throws in some nice physical 
comedy, and even offers an almost unrec 
ognizable turn as that shopkeeper. 

When the much-touted double bill— 
Jackie and Jet! First Time Ever Togeth 
er!—finally kicks off, the clichéd, forced 
story fades into the misty bamboo 
forests, as it should. This kind of film | 
really all about the fighting, anyway, 2 
action choreographer Woo-Ping Yue 
(The Matrix, Kill Bill) knows it. Chan's ani 
Li's first encounter is a nicely drawn-oul 
battle, a match of parriés, blows, fighting 
styles and acrobatics. 

The other throwdowns are all righ 
though there’s a bit too much flyin 
around and superhero-magic junk. (Wi 
bother with the fighting if you can jus! 
blow people away with a breath, lethally 
Rapunzel them with your long hair 
stone-petrify them with a hand motiol 
For a film that mocks Jason's video-game 
notion of kung fu, it relies too much 0! 
CGI backdrops and computerized colou' 
palettes, and too little on gravity. 

Li is fine as a cold, hard monk but bet 
ter against type as the mischievous Mo 
key King. There's a nice scene whe'’ 
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JOWATHAM BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 

It might be a stretch to describe the 
series of Apatow and Co productions as 
transcendent, but Criterion fave Yasujiro 
Ozu (Tokyo Story) frequently came to mind 
during Forgetting Sarah Marshall, a 
romantic comedy by Nicholas Stoller and 
Jason Segel. By transcendent, | refer to a 
work of art that not only rises above its 
medium, historical period and literal nar- 
rative content but also ingeniously 
reveals the interdependency of all three 
factors. The simple act of storytelling 
becomes a convergence of ideas and 
emotions, and perhaps the birthplace of 
creative ambivalence. 

Sege! stars as Peter, a musical com- 
poser for a kit television crime drama 
who has his heart broken by his longtime 
girlfriend (and star of said program) Sarah 
Marshall (Kristin Bell). His stepbrother 
Brian (Bill Hader) sends him on a vacation 
to a Hawaiian resort, convinced a solitary 
break will break his misery. Upon Peter's 
arrival, he encounters Sarah and her new 
rock star beau Aldous Snow (Russell 
Brand) and is only more devastated. But 
after Rachel (Mila Kunis), a beautiful and 
charming desk clerk, lets him stay a cou- 
ple free nights in a premium suite at the 
hotel, he comes out from under his rock 
to be able to reflect upon and discover 
some truths about his failed relationship. 
- On the way, he meets a series of com- 
forting, well-drawn characters performed 
by several of the Apatow regulars includ- 
ing Jonah Hill, Carla Gallo and Pau! Rudd 
vedi: the way, figurehead Judd Apatow co- 
time around). As well, some 

new apes including heavyweight and 

phenomenal presence Taylor Wily as 

Kemo, who acts as Peter's emotional rack 

all the while looking like a giant Hawai- 

ian baby (as he is eventually described). 
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CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 
9094 Connausht Dr, Jemper, 852-4749 
STREET KINGS (184 , violence) 
Fri-Sat 7:00, O00 Sun-Thu 8:00 
BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
thernes) 


mature 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:00; Sun-Thu 8:00 


| CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12] 


190 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 
SHUTTER (14A, violence) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:55, 7:25, 10:05; 
Sat 2:00, 4:55, 7:25, 10:05, 12:05 


Pee DOU UA lence) 
Fri, Sun-Thu etl eee 9:40; Sat 
1:90, 4 4:30, 7:05, 9:40, 1 


:05, 
priaccatas ) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 2:05, 4:50, 7:40, 10:00; 
Sat 2:05, 4:50, 7:40, 10:00, 12:15 
THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL (14A) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1 (Oeil CBS 
1:10, 4:00, 6:50, 9:30, 11:55 
arise is csr 
Fri, Sun-Thu 4:45, 7:30, 9:35; Sat 4:45, 
9:35, 11:50 


7:30, 

STEP UP 2 THE STREETS (PG) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:35, 9:55; Sat 
1:50, 4:45, 7:35, 9:55, 12:10 


JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse lan- 
guage) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:40, 7:20, 9:30; Sat 
1:45, 4:40, 7:20, 9:30, 11:40 

THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG, 
frightening scenes) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:25, 6:55, 9:15; Sat 
1:40, 4:25, 6:55, 9:15, 11:25 


FOOL'S GOLD (PG, violence) 
i Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:20, 7:15, 9:50; Sat 
1:40, 4:20, 7:15, 9:50, 12:10 
27 DRESSES (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 1:25, 4:10, 7:00, 9:25 
THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse lan- 
guage) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:35, 7:10, 9:20; Sat 
1:55, 4:35, 7:10, 9:20, 11:35 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 
Daily 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:45 
ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS (G) 
Dally 1:35 
CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenue, 732-2236 


HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE FROM 
GUANTANAMO BAY (184, crude con- 
tent, substance abuse) 

Fri-Wed 12:40, 1:30, 3:20, 4:10, 6:45, 
7:50, 9:35, 10:20; Thu 12:40, 1:30, 3:20, 
4:10, 6:45, 7:50, 10:20 


ab 20, 
7:A0, 10:10; Tue 4:20, 7:40, 10:10; Star 
and Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

No passes Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 2:00, 4:30, 
6:50, 9:20; Tue 4:30, 6:50, 9:20; Star and 
‘Swollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(18A, sexual content) 
Daily 1;10, 3:50, 7:05, 9:50 


88 MINUTES (144, violence) 
Daily 1:20, 4:00, 7:45, 10:25 


THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, vio- 


lence} 

Daily 12:30, 3:10, 5:40, 8:00, 10:30 
SMART PEOPLE (1 4A, coarse language) 
Fri-Wed 1:50, 4:15, 7:20, 9:30; Thu 1:50, 
4:15 


PROM NIGHT (1 4A, violence) 
Daily 12:40, 3:00, 6:30, 9:00 


‘STREET KINGS (164, violence) 
Fi, Sun-Thu 1:00, 3:30, 7:15, 9:45; Sat 
3:30, 7:15, 245 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 

Dally 12:10, 2:20, 4:40, 7:00, 9:10 

21 (PG, Violence, mature themes) 

Dally 12:50, 2:40, 7:30, 10:15 

DR. SEUSS’ HORTON HEARS A WHO! 
Say 1280, 2:40, 5:00, 7:10, 9:15 
10,000 B.C. (PG, 


violence) 
Cinema Fri-Wed 2:20, 4:40, 8:10, 
10:35; Thu 2:20, 4:40 


No passas, Sneak Preview: Thu 8:15, 
9:00, 9:30 


CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


‘1525-00 St, 496-8585 
HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE FROM 
GRANTANANO BAY (184. crude con- 
tent, substance 


abuse) 
Dally 12:20, 1:30, 2:50, 4:15, 5:20, 7:15, 
8:15, 9:45, 10:45 


No passes Fii-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:50, 5:00, 
7:50, 10:30; Tue 5:00, 7:50, 10:30 


DECEPTION (144, sexual content) 
Noneeaees Star and Strollers Screening: 
fue 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

No passes Fii-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:15, 3:50, 
6:50, 9:20; Tue 3:50, 6:50, 9:20; Star and 
Strollers : Tue 1:00 


Tashan (Hindi W/E.S.7,) (Classification 
not available) : 

Daily 12:45, 4:45, 8:30 

FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 


(18A, sexual content) 
Daily 2:00, 4:50, 7:45, 10:20 


88 MINUTES (14A, violence) 
Daily 1:20, 4:00, 7:30, 10:10 


THE igs KINGDOM (PG. vio- 


lence) 
Daily 12:50, 3:40, 7:00, 9:40 


SMART PEOPLE (14A, coarse language) 
Fri-Wed 12:15, 3:20, 7:20, 9:50; Thu 
12:15, 3:20, 7:20 


PROM NIGHT (144A, violence) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 12:30, 2:45, 5:10, 8:10, 
10:45; Wed 12:30, 2:45, 10:45 


STREET KINGS (184, violence) 

Fii, Sun-Wed 1:40, 4:40, 8:00, 10:40; Sat 
4:40, 8:00, 10:40; Thu 1:40, 4:40 

NIM'S ISLAND (G) 

Fri-Wed 1:00, 3:30, 6:30, 9:10; Thu 1:30, 
3:30,,6:30, 9:10 


21 (PG, violence, mature themes) 
Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:00 


a SEUSS' HORTON HEARS A WHO! 
( 

Fri-Wed 12:10, 2:20, 4:30, 6:40, 9:00; Thu 
12:10, 2:20, 4:30, 6:40 


10,000 B.C. (PG, violence) 
Fri-Sat,Mon-Wed 12:40, 7:40; Sun,Thu 
12:40 


THE BANK JOB (14A, violence, nudity, 
mature themes) 

Fri-Sat, Mon-Wed 3:45, 10:15; Sun 10:15; 
Tha 3:45 


U2 3D (G) 
Digital Dally 12:00, 2:15, 4:20, 6:45, 9:15 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: LA FILLE DU 
REGIMENT (Classification not available) 
Sat 11-30 


IRON MAN (PG, violence,not recommend- 
‘ed for young children) 

No passes; Sneak Preview: Thu 8:00, 
8:30, 9:00, 10:00 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
‘9082-170 St. 444-1629 
NEVER BACK DOWN [14A. violence) 
Fri 4:30, 7:15, 9:45; Sat-Sun 1:50, 4:30, 
7:15, 9:45; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:45 
SEMI-PRO (144, coarse language) 
Fri 4:50, 7:20, 9:40; Sat-Sun 2:10, 4:40, 
7:20, 9:40; Mon-Ths 7:20, 9:40 
THE OTHER BOLEYN GIAL (144) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:30, 
4:00, 7:00, 9:30 
STEP UP 2 THE STREETS (PG) 
Fi, Mon-Thu 6:20, 9:00; Sat-Sun 1:45, 
4:10, 6:30, 9:00 
JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse language) 
Fri 4:40, 7:30, 9:35; Sat-Sun 2:00, 4:20, 
7:20, 9:35; Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:35 
THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG. 
frightening scenes) 
Fri 4:45, 7-10, 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:15, 
7:10, 9:15; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:15 
a (PG, coarse language) 
Fri 4:25, 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:45, 
6:50, 9:10; Mon-Thu 6:60, 9:10 
NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:00, 
3:50, 6:40, 9:20 


1020-102 Ave, 421-7029 
FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 


(184. sexual content) 
Stereo Sat-Wed 12:50, 3:30, 


Dolby Digital 
7:10, 9:50, DTS Digital Thu 12:50, 3:30, 
7:10, 9:50 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
Dolby Stereo Digital Sat- Thu 1:10, 3:50, 


7:00, 9:30 


HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE FROM 
GUANTANAMO BAY (184. crude con- 

tent, substance abuse) 

DTS Digital Sat-Thw 1:30, 4:10, 7:20, 


DECEPTION (14A, sexual content) 
ies Thu 12:35, 3:10, 6:30, 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom: 
mended for 


young 
Dolby Stereo Digital; no passes Thu 8:00 


88 MINUTES (14A, Violence) 
eo Sat-Thu 12:40, 3:00, 6:45, 


THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, vio- 
lence) 


Digital Presentation Sat-Thu 1:00, 3:40, 
7:15, 9:40 


SMART PEOPLE (14A, coarse language) 
DTS Digital Sat-Thu 1:40, 4:15, 7:30 


PROM NIGHT (14A, violence) 
DTS Digital Sat-Wed 10:00; Dolby Stereo 
Digital Thu 1:00, 3:40 


STREET KINGS (184, violence) 

DTS Digital Sat-Sun, Tue-Wed 1:20, 4:00, 
6:50, 9:15; MON 1:20, 4:00, 10:00; Thu 
10:00 


21 (PG, mature theres, violence) 
DTS Digital Sat-Thu 12:30, 3:20, 6:40, 
9:20 


CLAREVIEW 10 


4211-199 Ave, 472-7600 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 
Fri-Sun 1:45, 4:45, Mon-Wed 4:45; Thi 


PROM NIGHT (14A, violence) 
Fri-Sun 2:10, 6:00, 7:30, 9:55; Mon-Thu 
5:00, 7:30, 9:55. 


STREET KINGS (184, violence) 
Fri-Wed 7:05, 9:35; Thu 4:45 


88 MINUTES (14A, Violence) 
Fri-Sun 1:20, 6:40, 9:10; Mon-Thu 
4:20, 6:40, 9:10 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(18A, sexual content) 

Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:10, 6:50, 9:30; Mon-Thu 
4:10, 6:50, 9:30 


THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, vio- 


lence) 
Feat 1:50, bi 7.20, 945; Mon-Thu 
4:50, 7:20, 9: 


21 (PG, maura themes, Violence) 
Fri-Sun 12:50, 3:50, 6:35, 9:20; Mon-Wed 
3:50, 6:35, 9:20; Thu 6:35, 9:20 


DECEPTION (14A, sexual content) 
Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 6:45, 9:25; Mon-Thu 
4:00, 6:45, 9:25 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:40, 7:10, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
4:40, 7:10, 9:50 


HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE FROM 
GUANTANAMO BAY (184, crucie con- 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom 
mended for young chiicinan) 
On 2 screans Thu 8:00, 8:30 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 


THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, vio- 
lence) 

Fri 3:50, 6:45, 9:45; Sat-Sun 12:00, 3:50, 
G45, 9:45; Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:45 
FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(18A, secaual content) 

Fri 4:10, 7:15, 10:00; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:10, 
7:15, 10:00; Mon-Thu 7:15, 10:00 


88 MINUTES (144. violence) 
Fri 4:30, 7:10, 9:50; Sat-Sun 12:30, 4:30, 
7:10, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:50 


STREET KINGS (164 violence) 
Fri-Wed 9:20 


PROM NIGHT (14, violence) 

Fri 4:50, 7:40, 10:15; Sat-Sun 12:20, 4:50, 
7-40, 10:15; Mon 10:20; Tue Wed 7:40, 
10:15 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 
Fri 4:15, 6:30, 9:10; Sat-Sun 1 
6:30, 9°10; Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:10 


21 (PG, violence, mature themes) 
Fri 3:30, 7:20, 10:20; Sat-Sun 12:10, 3:30, 
7:20, 10:20; Mon-Thu 7:20, 10:20 


DR. SEUSS' HORTON HEARS A WHO! 


aco, 6:40, Sat-Sun 1:10, 4:00, 6:40; 
Mon-Thu 6:40 


HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE FROM 
GUANTANAMO BAY (18A, crude con- 
tent, substance abuse) 

Fit 4:40, 7-30, 10:10; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:40, 
7:30, 10:10; Mon-Thu 7:30, 10:10 


pao: 4:16, 


FILM LISTINGS | Creepin * 


Trinity ee eee 


DECEPTION (14A, sexual content) 
Fri 4:20, 7:00, 9:40; Sat 1:20, 4:20, 7:00, 
9:40; Sun 1:20, 4:20, 7:00, 9:40; No pass- 


es Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:40. 

BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) + 

Fri 3:40, 6:50, 9:30; Sat 12:50, 2:40, 6:50, 
9:30; Sun 12:50, 8:40, 6:50, 9:30; No 
passes Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:30 

IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young chikiren) 

No passes; Sneak Preview: Thu 8:00, 9:30 


9712-109 St, 433-0728 


THE COUNTERFEITERS (1 4A, violance 
disturbing content) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun 2:00 


| _SGRANDINTHEATRE- | THEATRE - 


Gransfin. Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Avo, St. 
Albert, 458-9622 


THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, vio. 
lance) 
Daily 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:20 , 9:15 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(1BA, sexual content) 
Daily 12:55, 3:00, 5:00, 7:05, 9:10 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

No passes Daily 1:10, 3:10, 5:10, 7:10, 
9:05 


HAROLD KUMAR ESCAPE FROM 
GUANTANAMO BAY (18. crude con- 
tent, substance abuse) 

No passas; Dally 1:20, 3:25, 5:25, 7:25, 
9:20 

NIMS ISLAND (G) 

Daily 1:25, 3:20, 5:20, 7:15, 9:00 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


060148 Aye, Camroe, 780-008-2144 
THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, vio 
lence) 


Daily 7:05, 9:10; Sat, Sun 2:05 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(1BA, sexual content) 
Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat, Sun 2:10 


HAROLD KUMAR ESCAPE FROM 
GUANTANAMO BAY (184, crude con- 
tent, substance abuse) 

Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat, Sun 2:00 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 
Daily 7:15, 9:15; Sat, Sun 2:15 


88 MINUTES (14A, violence) 
Daily 7:00, 9:05; Sat, Sun 2:00 


LEDUC CINEMAS 


; 780-382-9922 


HAROLD KUMAR ESCAPE FROM 
GUANTANAMO BAY (1A, crude con- 
tent, substance abuse) 

Daily 6.55, 9:15; Sat Sun 12:55, 3:15 


88 MINUTES (14, violence) 
Daily 7:00, 9:20; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:20 


~ BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 


mature themes) 

Daily 7:05, 9:25; Sat, Sun 1:05 3:25 
FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(1A, sexual content) 

Dally 7:10, 9:30; Sat Sun 1:10, 3:30 


METRO CINEMA 


9820-1014 Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
425-0212 


KING CORN (STC) 
Sat 7:00; Sun 9:30; Mon, Tue, Wed 9:00 


METRO COMEDY SHORTS (STC) 
Sat 9:00 


AMERICAN GRAFFITI (STC) 
Sun 2:00 


DAZED AND CONFUSED (STC) 
Sun 4:00 


| __—* PARKLAND CINEMA7 _| 
190 Century Crossing. Spruce Grove. 972- 
2332. Serving Soruce Grove, Stony Plain; 
Parkland County 
harrison is Coarse language, 
theres) 
Daly 6:50, 9:05; Fri, Sat, Sun & Tue 1:00, 
3:20; Movies For Mommies: Tue 1:00 
HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE FROM 
GUANTANAMO BAY (184A, crude con- 


tent, substance abuse) 
Daily 7:20, 9:35; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tuo 12:45, 
3:00 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(186A, sexual content) 

Daily 7:06, 9:25; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 1:10, 
335 

88 MINUTES (14, violence) 

oe 7:00, 9:15; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tus 12:50, 


THE FoRmDEN KMODOM Vi 


bay 715, 9:20; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tus 12:40, 
255 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 


Daily 6:45, 8:50; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 12:35, 
3:10 


21 (PG, mature themes, violence) 
est ie 9:30; Fri, Sat, Sun, Tue 12:30, 
05 


Le > PRINCESS SiS | 


10937-82 Ave. 433-0728 


THE VISITOR (PG, coarse lang 
Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 
show on Thu, May 1st 


EMOTIONAL ARITHMETIC (PG, coars 
language, rnature theme) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:30 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 5882-170 St, 444-2400 


Harold And Kumar Escape From 
Guantanamo Bay (184, crude content, 
‘Substance abuse) 

Dally 12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:50, 10:40 


DECEPTION (14A, sexual content) 

No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 12:40, 4:10, 7:10, 
9:50; Wed 4:10, 7:10, 9:50; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 12:15, 2:45, 5:15, 
8:00, 10:30; Wed 5:15, 8:00, 10:30; Star 
and Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(18A, sexual content) Dally 1:40, 4:50, 
7:40, 10:35 


88 MINUTES (144, violence) 
Daily 12:50, 3:30, 6:50, 10:00 > 


THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, vio- 
lence) 
Daily 1:30, 4:40, 7:45, 10:25 


PROM NIGHT (14A, violence) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 1,05, 3:20, 7:30, 9:5: 
1:05, 3:20, 9:55 


STREET KINGS (18A, violence) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 12:30, 3:10, 7:00, 10:10; Sat 
3:10, 7:00, 10:10 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 
Fri-Wed 1,00, 3:40, 7:05, 9:30; Thu 1:00, 
3:40 


SHINE A LIGHT: THE IMAX 
EXPERIENCE (PG, coarse language) 
Dally 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:50 


21 (PG, Violence, mature themes) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 1:15, 4:20, 7:20, 10:20; Sat 
12:30, 4:26, 7:20, 10:20; Sun 1:15, 4:40, 
7:20, 10:20 


DR. SEUSS' HORTON HEARS A WHO! 
(G) 

Fri-Wed 12:10, 2:15, 4:30, 6:40, 9:00; Thu 
12:10, 2:15, 4:30, 6:40 


Ss 
10,000 B.C. (PG, violence) 
Fri-Sat;Mon-Tue 1:10, 3:50, 6:45, 9:20; 
Sun 1:00, 3:30, 10:00; Wed 1:10, 3:50, 
10:20; Thu 1:10, 3:50, 6:45 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: LA FILLE DU 
REGIMENT (Ciassification not available 
Sat 11:00 


WWE: BACKLASH (Ciaesification not 
available) 

Sun 6:00 

IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

No passes, Sneak Preview: Thu 8:00, 
9:30, 10:30, 11:00 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE 


111. Ave. Groat Rd, 455-8725 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Wed 7:10, 
9:35; Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:35, 7:10, 9:35; DTS 
Digital Thu 7:10, 9:35 


THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, io™ 
lance) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 
9:25; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:25, 7:00, 9:25 
FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL 
(18A, sexual content) 

DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:15; Sat- 
Sun 12:45, 3:15, 6:45, 9:15 

BELLA (PG, mature theme) 

DTS Digital, subtitied Fri, Mon-Wed 7:20, 
9:45; Sat-Sun 1:30, 3:45, 7:20, 9:45 
IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recom- 
mended for young children) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Thu 8;00 


WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


780-352-3922 


SUPERHERO MOVIE (144) 
Daily 7:10, 9:10; Sat, Sun 1:10, 3:10 


88 MINUTES (14A, violence) 
Daily 7:00, 9:20; Sat Sun 1:00, 3:20 


HAROLD KUMAR ESCAPE FROM 
GUANTANAMO BAY (184 crude con- 
tent, substance abuse) 

Daily 6:55, 9:15; Sat Sun 12:55, 3515 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 
Daily 7:05, 9:25; Sat, Sun 1:05 3:25 


“20 


5; Wed 
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On the run from Situation to symphony 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 

ichard Terfry, better known to the world as 
R= 65, is a busy guy. As if a coast-to- 

oast string of 20 Canadian shows in the 
frame of a month wasn’t enough, he’s hard at 
work on the follow-up to 2007’s Situation. He's 
also putting the final touches on the first release 
of Bike for Three!, an over-the-internet collabo- 
ration with Belgian electronica producer Joélle 
Phuong Minh Lé, who makes music under the 
name Greetings From Tuskan. Oh, and he has to 
dash off right after our interview for his first 
rehearsal with Symphony Nova Scotia in prepa- 
ration for the Halifax stop of his tour. 

But Buck 65 isn’t complaining about all the 
balls he has in the air at the moment 

“It's just really the only way I know how and 
the only way it’s ever been. I hear people talking 
about boredom and I've looked the word up in 
the dictionary, but it’s just not something that I 
know or have ever known,” he explains. “There’s 
a line on the Bike for Three! album that’s a con- 
tinuing thread from the Situation album—it’s one 
of the slogans of the Situationists; they said, ‘Live 
without dead time,’ which I think just means, 
Don't be bored.’ When you have 16 waking hours 
in a day to work with there's a lot you can do in 
that time, and writing and being creative is fun, 
it’s my passion, it’s what 1 like to do.’ 

The last time Buck 65 brought that passion 
for making his unique style of hip hop to town 
he found himself on the side of a hill in the nver 
valley, performing for an appreciative crowd at 
the Edmonton Folk Fest. This time around, he’s 
playing to the pews at the increasingly popular 
music venue of McDougall United Church. While 
such locales aren't exactly what comes to mind 
when you think “hip hop,” he welcomes the 
variety of crowds and venues he encounters 

“First of all, | at least have the sense to know 
that in standard hip hop environments ! probably 
belong there less than anywhere else,” he admits 
“Then onthe other hand | really love the personal 
challenge of seeking that sense of belonging and 
the challenge of pulling it off in all these other 
places. I do really like to challenge myself and 
I've tried to challenge not only myself but the 
hip-hop community for years and years and years 
and just really kind of felt like it kind of got 


weed | THU MAY 1 (0 PM) 

—_— 
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nowhere, like I hit a dead end or something. So | 
felt like I had to go out and find challenges elsé 

where, find my own audience and find other peo 
ple to talk to and engage with.” 


TAKING UP this challenge has led Buck 65, fi 
years after the release of his breakthroug! 
Talkin’ Honky Blues, to a place in the musi 
industry milieu that he’s satisfied with 

“I know that I’m not a household name an 
that I don’t sell a ton of records and that | ov! 
py this really strange kind of area, but | re 
like it. It’s mine. Sometimes 1 feel as if 1 kind 
look around and wonder who's standing nex 
me, who's with me on this thing. And so! 
times it feels like nobody and there’s somethin 
kind of thrilling in that sometimes.” 

Despite this feeling of satisfied isolation 
admits that local connection Rollie Pemberton 
aka Cadence Weapon, who collaborated on Situ 
tion's “Benz” and is opening and performing with 
Terfry on the current tour, is a rare exception 

“That's where we encounter the asterisk (2 
would have to follow a statement like the one | 
just made. With [Rollie] there is certainly a com 
mon ground, even if what we do is very difle 
from each other,” he explains. “There was }! 
kind of a like-mindedness, but equally important!) 
an enthusiasm and a professionalism and a se" 
that working with this guy he’s going to coms 
with his best, he’s not going to sleepwalk throug? 
it. He’s a great gay and endlessly ambitious 4! 
just really, really interesting. So it’s proven to be 
real good decision, that's for sure.” 

Though he could go on, he's grateful w! 
suggest we cut the interview short so he can 5° 
on with the rest of his packed day, whic! 
admittedly, a lot busier than mine 

“Well, | appreciate that because 1 do hav« 
first rehearsal in 30 minutes, which is ouls'' 
the city and I don’t even know where the hecs 
I'm going, so I do have to fiterally run." W 
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TAY, BEN CORNO, JESSICA JALBERT 


has been through a lot to 
P. Having been tumed 
erican border and 


ping across the conti- 
s, Hoyer took off for 


write U2 songs, those big loose concepts. 
They're very specific, they're very narrative, 
they're about people and learning some- 
thing about yourself through these people.” 

Last year, Hoyer made his first stab at 
Solo-storytelling with his debut record Tat- 
too EPand, although Grand Marquees also 
a very personal look at himself, Hoyer says 
the difference between the two releases is 
the care that went into them, and the way 
Hoyer tried to step out of himself to a 
greater degree with his newest one. 

“The Tattoo EP, | was in a very cocoon 
kind of state at the time and | was definite- 
ly trying to find my voice as a songwriter at 
the time— still don’t think I've found it 
quite yet, but I'm getting there. | was very 
into minimalism, its just guitar drums and 
a ukulele—pretty bare bones,” he 
explains. “With this one | had had a lot 
happen to me and had a lot of realizations 


what's happening around you.” 

With four songs recorded by Nano 
Uribe and two by Calvin McElroy—two 
well-known local musicians—Hoyer 
decided to send his recording to Sweden 
to be mastered by Jacob Stalhammer. 
Stalhammer mastered Jens Lekman’s first 
two discs and Hoyer, who appreciates 
Lekman's work and is often compared to 
him, thought it would be a perfect fit. 

“l googled him up and we sent some 
emails back and forth and | asked if he'd do 
mine and I'm glad.he did. He was really 
helpful and really easy to work with con- 
sidering he's in Sweden,” Hoyer says while 
Teflecting that the decision to have Stal- 
hammer work on his album was more of a 
personal goal than something that radically 
changed his sound. “It was mostly for 
myself. | mean, | could have gotten the guy 
who did the last Converge record and it 
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over the past year that you can't plan too —_ doesn’t mean it would sound like Con- | 

These songs are real- much ahead of time and you have to start —_verge. It doesn’t affect the songs that | | 

‘are feally narrative, __taking things as they come and embracing _recorded here in Edmonton, but | just want- | 

Te really just stories,” _that. Alot of itis about just having tamove —_ed the finishing touch to be from someone Be i | 

write broad, | can't on and embracing where you are and who has worked on records that | love.” w I r 
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JCL BOP & JCL PRESENT: CBRENTOLIVER 


SUN MAY 4 


AT PAWNSHOP 


WITH GUEST .v Ec ES RD! 


im TRO LE 

WITH SMOKIN’ 45'S ann THE BENDERS 

TED DOUBLE CD RELEASE 

THE SWIFTYS % 

WITH SPECIAL GUEST AYLA BROO MORNING AFTER 
ESTAMEN > CPC GANGBANGS 


SWAMI ARTISTS FROM MONTREAL * WITH GUESTS SECRET FIRES 


> CONSTANTINES 


WITH GUESTS LA DYHAWE 


TRT=D THE COWBOY JUNKIES 
JULY 27 


TEE TRINIET, SESSION 
AW CONFERENCE CENTRE a? 
=F ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10 AM THU JULY 24 LOS STRAIGHTJACKET 


ICKETS WITH GUEST VOCALIST BIG SANDY - 
Un os an PLUS GUESTS THE 1GNITERS 


JUDASPRIEST.COM YEPROC ARTISTS - PRESENTED BY KEYSTONE MUSIC 


MUSIC APA 24 - APR 30, 2008 


10551-S2 Avenue (Upstairs! -432-0814 


END EVERY NIGHT AT THE 
PAWN SEOrF’! 


NO COVER & GP MGHBALLS AFTER IAM, 


FRIDAY.APRIL.25 


Of Angels 


Mortys Showhoots 


$2.00 Kohanee Pints 
6 Highballs hetors 10om 
anid From damy-2am 


1051 82 (whyvtol Ave. 
were Grwnshaplive ca 


FRIDAY APRIL 25 


SONIC BAND OF THE MONTH 


NO MORE PARACHUTE 


OF ANGELS » MORTYS SNOWBOOTS 


SATURDAY MAY SRD 
ROCK DANCE Mashup 


PAD. re 


He F OSE Th 


THURSDAY APRIL 24 


NRMLS WLCM PRESENTS 


GUNS AND BOMBS 


DUSTY GROVES + NIK/JAYCIE 


PRES AL MIG <i 
Doors|@BPM) 


TEM E & Ach) WACH 


FREE BEFORE 10PM 
$10.00 AFTER 10PM 


($12.00 Adv. 
$15.00 Olloor 


tn avail ru SHINE © = asi CS) Rokenee 2 
UotA‘Blackiyrd: W551 HZ twhytel Ave” 
call 424-08)5) pee Fe s - vow DawEshoulive Ga 


SATURDAY APRIL 26 SATURDAY MAY 3 


cussot« marcreue | YAPANDROID 
OPERATION MIDNIGHT CLIMAX FROSTED TIPZ 
THE YELLS THE HUES © ACID WASH 


$2.00 Hokanee Pints a Wipnbatts ram 
Som 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jason 
Greeley 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 
‘9pm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Jessica Heine 
and friends, Bob Jahrig. Anna 
Somerville (listening shows; $10 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6-10pm 


DRUID Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band; Spm 


FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria; 8pm 


HULBERT'S Mike Lynch; 7:30pm; $10 
(door) 


FVORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos, no 
cover, Bpm 


JAMMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 


741m 


J AND fi BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12;30em, 


JEFFREY'S CAFE Kaley Bird: $7 


JET MIGHTCLUB Default Tupelo 
Honey, 7pm; $18.90 


SULIAN'S Graham Lawrence (jazz 
piano) 8pm. 

NEW CITY Cockatoo, Paul James 
Coutts, Chains (ex Twin Fangs, 
Primrods), Tanyss Nixi; no minors; 
8:309m (door): $6 

NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


O'BYRNE'S Slowbum, 9:30pm- 
12:30am 


PAWN SHOP Sebastian Kavinsky, 
Shout Out Out Out Gut (DJ set), Dusty 
Grooves; $15 (door); 9pm: 


URBAN LOUNGE Luc Riopel 
WILD WEST Jo Hikk 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Visiting Artist 
Recital; Jassen Todorov (violin), 
William Corbett-Jones (piano); 8pm 
$10 (doori/free (U of A Department of 
Music staff/students) 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Falsta/!, 
Giuseppe Verdi; Edmonton Opera: 
Italian with English supertities; 
7:30pm, $140-$24 at TicketMaster 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 
hop. lounge, electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet undenwear contest 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, DU 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Punk Fock 
Bingo with DJ SWAG 


FLUND LOUNGE Girls Night out 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with DJ Christian 


GINGUA SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: Spring Bling, end of exams: 
Black Reaction, Invinceable, Touch It 
Capone 


HALO Thursdays 
DUs DU Degros 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ Mark 
Stevens, 9p 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Calin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K, hardstyle/tecthno with DJ 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ 
Savage Garret no minors: no cover 


MEW CITY | Love ‘80s Party: with 


Blue Jay, Nazz Nomad, no minors: 
8:30pm (door) 


fo Shoo with Alfout 
nior Brown 


(NEW CITY Bingo hosted by Dexter 
Nebula and Anarchy Adam; no minors, 
10pm: no cover 

OM THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 


rock, R&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; Spm-2amy no cover 


PAWN SHOP NRMLS WLCM: 


Kavinsky, Dusty Grooves, Nik7//Jaycie; 


$15 (door) 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit It 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
with Pl residents 

‘STARLITE ROOM The Kavinsky, 
Sebastian 

VELVET UNDERGROUND 0J 


Degree, DJ Generic; 9pm; no cover 


FAI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jason 


Greeley 


AGS CAFE Fridsy Live Music Nights 
in the Metro Room: Doug Hoyer; 8pm 


HUNTER-ST. ALBERT 
Recollection Blues Band, no cover 


BELL AND COURT Mr. Lucky (blues, 
foots); 8:30-12:30; no cover 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Steve Marriner 
(blues harp); $20 (door) 


CARROT Live music Fridays: Dale 
Ladaceur, 8pm; $5 


CASINO EDMONTON The Classics 
(classic) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Tera Lee 
(pop/rock) 

FOUR ROOMS Marco Claveria; 9pm 
FRESH START Live music Fridays: 


HULBERT'S PUB Johnny Feelgood. 
Vox Humana; 7:30pm; $10 (door) 


JEFFREYS CAFE Dino Dominelli (jazz 
trio) $10 


JET NIGHTCLUB Bed of Roses (The 
ultimate Bon Jovi tribute), Rattpoison 


JEXYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock): 9:30pm; no cover 
SULIAN'S Graham Lawrence (jazz 
piano); 8pm 

LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR Live music 


Friday; Ariane Mahryke Lemire: 
730pm 


O'BYRNE Chris Wynters 


URBAN LOUNGE Mourning Wood 


VELVET UNDERGROUND The 
‘Summerlad, Mahogany Frog, Murder, 
Mutiny and the ZaZaZas; 8pm; $10 
(door) 

WALD WEST Jo Hikk 

X-WRECK’S Slowbum; 8pm-12am 


VARDBIRD SUITE Ulimann, Swell 4; 
Bpm (door), Spm (show); $18 (mem- 
berl/$22 (guest) 


CLASSICAL 


the von Trapp family children, 8pm; 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday; Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James; no cover 
BAR WILD Bor Wild Fridays 


USIC WEEKLY 


Adam (from CJSR’s Your Weekly AA 
Meeting); G-Whiz 
OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to New. classic 
fock A&B. urban and danics with DJ 
Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 

RED STAR Movin’ on Up Fridays: 
Indie, rock, funk, soul, hip hop with DJ 
Gatto, DJ Mega Wattson 


ROUGE LOUNGE NYC Nights: Salsa- 
merengue-bachal 

urban-old schoo! with DJ Spice 
‘SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday res- 
ident DJ Luke Morrison 
‘SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco; 
Tpm-12midnight 

‘STOLLS Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 

STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with DJ 
Tysin 

‘TEMPLE T.G |, Psydays: Every 2nd Fri 
PsyTrence, Beats end the dence-y stuff 
wath the Techno Hippy Crew, quests 
‘Shadow FX. Wav Occupation, 
Psycosmic, Space Age 
URBAN FRAT Funktion Fridays 


PREVUE / FAI, APR 25 - SUN, APR 27 / NIGHT OF ARTISTS Xl / 
ARTS BARNS, $7 - 50 
This might be the twelfth time it’s gone on, but you'd think at 
some point someone would realize the difference between 

“night” and “weekend.” 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday. 
Dus spin on the main floor; the 
Wooftop: DJ Ben Jammin” 

BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 
BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 
DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s and 
70s progressive rock, disco, and elec- 
tronic Indie with Joel Reboh 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Fock. hip hop, 
house, mash Up; no minors 
ESMERALDA'S Ezzies Freakin Frenzy 
Fridays: Playing the best in country 


PREVUE / FRI APR 25 (9 PM) / SNIC / RIVERDALE HALL $10 (ALL AGES) 
The ticket gets you a copy of snic’s new eponymous EP. It was sup- 
posed to be a secret or something, so you didn’t hear it from me. 


ON THE ROCKS ‘Mustard Smile; $5; 
dress code; Sam 


PAWN SHOP No more Parachute; Of 
Angels, Morty’s Snowboots: Spm: $5 


RIVER CREE CASINO Live. Spm 


(adulty/$7 (12 18) at TIX on the es 


STEEPS-OLD GLENORA Michelle 
Boudreau; 8:30pm: no cover 


STRATHCONA COUNTY LIBRARY 
Alicia Glenn (folk singer/sonqwritart 
6:30pm (door), 7pm (show!; fekets 
available at TIX on the Square 420- 
1757, door 


TEMPLE 1.6.1 Poydays: Techno Hippy 
Crew, Spm 

TOUCH OF CLASS Barry Paetz 
(pop/rock: 8 30pm 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE} Top 
tracks, rock retro with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


GINGUR SKY Demarco Tribute Dance: 
Black Reaction, Bomb Squad; $35 (adv) 
at Gingur 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave. Brit pop, and "60s sou! with DJ 
}, DJ Travy D; no cover before 
¢ $5 [after 10pm) 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotiq Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, OJ Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! Bitch! 
Bitch! Fridays: electro, indie. altema- 
tive, techno with DJs Dervish, 
Squirrelly B, quests: no minors; Spm. 
{door} 


MEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out 
rockandroll/punkrock/abitofeverthing/i 
dy with Dus Jebus and Anarchy 


WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, DU Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jason 
Grealey 


BEER HUNTER-ST. ALBERT Full 
Moon Mardi Gras, New Orleans-style: 
Retollection Blues Band; no cover 


BELL AND COURT Mr. Lucky (blues, 
foots); 830-1230; no cover 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of the 
Dog: The Grutf; F & M; live acoustic 
music every Saturday aftemoon; 4- 
6pm; no cover 


BLIND PIG Featuring the last 6 years 
of musicians who have appeared 
9:30pm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Steve Marriner 
(blues harpl: $20 (door} 


BLUES ON WHYTE Band of the 
‘week, 34pm; open blues jam every 
Saturday afternoon; 3-8:30pm 


BONNIE DOON HALL The women 
gathering event: Terry Morrison, 
Michelle Boudreau. Myrol, Penny 
Malmberg (Back Porch Swingl. Mary 
Rankin, Becky Smith, Amity Mitchell, 
Marcelle Labossiere, Shima Robinson, 
Tanya Lukin-Linkister, Heart Rhythms 
Percussion Ensemble; 6:30pm (door): 
$18 {adv/$20 (door) at Earth’s General 
Store, Frog Kisser’s Den, pti 439-8039 


(CARROT Open mic Saturdays; 730+ 
10pm 

CASINO EDMONTON The Classics 
{classic} 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Tera Lee 
{pop/rock) 

COAST TERRACE INN Trocadero 
Orchestra {dance}; 7pm (dinner), &:30- 
11:30pm {dance}: $55 (dinner/dance) at 
TIX on the Square, 420-1757 


FIDDLER'S ROOST Chive Albert (CD 
release concert), Greg Smith (guitar), 
Dan Churchill (hess), Matthew 
Germymisch (drums), Lesley Pelletier 
and Katie Perman (vocals) and others: 
no minors; 8pm; $15/$25 (incl. CD) at 


‘APA.24'-APR 30, 2008 


MUSIC 


| PAWN SHOP U of A End of 


FOUR ROOMS aa Claveria: Spm 


HULBERT'S Joy Anthony Willis Tic 
8pm; $10 (door). = 
SAMMERS PUB Saturday open jan 
3-730; country/rock bind 9pn 
J AND R BAR AND GRILL Satur 
Live Music: with Dwayne Cannan 
(pop/rock/blues); 9pm-lam 
SEXYLL AND HYDE Headwing 
(pop/rock): 8:30pm; no cover 

JET WIGHTCLUB Bed of Roses (The 
ultimate Bon Jovi tribute), Rattp 
(JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Vins 
Morales and Vhong-Choco (world) 
6:30pm; $30-$100 

SULIAN'S Graham Lawrence {jan 
piano}; 8pm 

LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR Meio, 
Gold Musings with Travis Bos 


on 


MATCHBOX-RED DEER Jes 
Diana Stabel, Randi Boulton; 7p 


OBYRNE'S Saturday attemoon with 
Chris Winters, guests 


ON THE ROCKS Mustard Smile; s 
dress code;'Spm 


Party: Cassidy, Perfect Blue, 
Midnight Climax. The Yells, 
(door), Spm (show, $12 {adv\/S) 
(door) 


QUEEN ALEXANDRA COMMUNITY 
HALL Edmonton Blues Society 
Slowbum, White Summer; 7pm (4 
Spm-12am; $5 (non-member) 
RENDEZVOUS PUB Shitguis, Thy 
Mange, Danger Phil, The Crisis 
‘SCALLIWAG'S PUB-CAMROSE 
Rose City Roots Folk Club: The An 
House Band; 8:30pm 

STARLITE ROOM September Stone. 
Wish, Jezibelle; no minors; 8pm; $10 
(door) 


‘TAPHOUSE Saturday Mi 
jem: 3-7pm every Sat 
TEMPLE 0h Snap!; Oh Snap! with 
Degree, All Out DJs, Cobra 
Commander, Spm 


TOUCH OF CLASS Barry Pactz 
(pop/rock); 8:30pm 
TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS !ight 0 
Artists, NOA Xil-Folk Roots Café 
$7 (adv)/$10 (door) at TIX on the 
‘Square, door 


'WUNDERBAR HOFBRAUHAUS 
Andrew Pahl Band, Andy Shau! 
‘Quests; 9pm (door) 
YARDBIRD SUITE Amina Figa 
Sextet; Spm (door), Spm (show! 
(member)/$24 (quest) 


CLASSICAL 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Robis 
Edmonton Symphony Orchestra 
the von Trapp family children. Sp 
$42-$73 at Winspears boxoffice 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
‘Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ Sc 


Sessions with Miss Mannered 
BUDDY'S Undie night for men 0” 
free pool and toumey, OU A" 
DELUXE BURGER BAR f=: 
70s progressive rock, disco. =: 
tronic Indie with Joel Rebeh 


EMPIRE BALLROOM Foc: 
house, mash up 


ESMERALDA'S Super Port 
Sata different theme 

FLUID LOUNGE Sturdy: 
Mash-Up: with Harmen 8 arx 
Kwake 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AYE 
tracks, rock, retro with DJ 0 
GINGUR SKY Soulout Sawn 


HALO For Those Who Know 
every Sat with DJ Junior 8: 
Morrison, Nestor Delano, 4 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sazio > 
Groovy Cuvy and quests 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
There's something to be said for the 
onslaught of archival music performanc- 
es that began flooding the market once 
DVDs became standard in most homes. 
There have been plenty of releases 
| oulling together footage that goes a long 
way towards filling in the blanks for 
many fans of particular bands. 

As much as we like to say that music is 
all abut the sonic qualities, that’s just not 
true, and that was the case even before 
MIV invaded homes around the world. As 
long as people have been performing 
music live, or designing album covers, 
there has been a visual component that 
sits comfortably—and sometimes not so 
much—alongside the audio. 

So it's no Wonder then that there have 
been some impressive collisions 
between the two forms of video and 
music. But just as one great band begets 
dozens upon dozens of inferior ones that 
tend to miss the point completely, the 
same holds true with video. 

Where Julien Temple's Joe Strummer. 
The Future is Unwritten deserves the 
accolades that it is collecting, Don Letts’s 
The Clash Live: Revolution Rock falls far 
short of being worthy of much at all. 
Granted, the two releases are drastically 
different in form—Revolution Rack being 
a simple collection of the Clash’s live per- 
formanees rather than an examination of 
anything at all—but there’s a profound 
sense of disappointment that accompa- 
nies the viewing of this release, no doubt 
in large part due to the fact that it feels 
| like nothing more than an attempt to cash 
in.on the buzz of Temple's film. 

This is not the first time that Letts has 
used the Clash as a subject; he previously 
put together Westway to the World, an 
uninspired documentary that featured 
plenty of interviews and performance 
| clips, but no full songs. In some ways this 
release seems like an attempt by Letts to 
make up for the lack of performances in 
| is previous film, and there’s little fault to 


| be found music or the performances 
} th from Joe Strummer raging 
ane frantically beating his guitar on an 


i- 3 


VENUE 
GUIDE 


WHERE THEY ARE 


a4 « EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125-107 Ave, 471-9125 « FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-15 


early take of “! Fought the Law’ to a grip- 
ping, single-camera take of “(White Man) 
in Hammersmith Palais.” 

Where the film fails miserably is in 
the additional narration that bridges the 
Various performances. Both the narra- 
tors delivery and claims regarding the 
band remind one of a late-night commer- 
cial for one of those all-encompassing 
rock CD collections. 

Right off the bat, we're told by an over- 
enthusiastic voice that the Clash was the 
greatest band of its time and that it is still 
an influential one more than 30 years after 
its debut. While | wouldn't disagree with 


either of those statements, when they mark 
the opening of a film that’s a good case for 
a little bit of support and justification, rather 
than broad claims and some aging video 
clips. Sadly, Letts doesn’t bother with any of 
that, continuing with the same approach 
throughout the film, making for a very one- 
Sided view of the band and its legacy. 

The saving grace for this collection is 


~ an option on the DVD to watch the per- 


formances without the cheesy narration. 
On its own, the Clash’s music still says 
more than any narrator can, despite a 
few poorly aged fashion choices that 
these old clips reveal. w 


* ALL SAINTS’ ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL 10035-103 St * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-4611 « 
AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 990-0031 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8207-99 St, 430-9200 « BACKROOM 
VODKA BAR 103244-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 * THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 « 
BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 432-0814 * BEER HUNTER-ST. ALBERT 386 St. Albert Rd, 418-7867 * BELL AND 
COURT 10A Main Blvd, Sherwood Park, 464-1326 « BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain 
Rd, 484-7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 * BLIND PIG PUB 32 St, Anne Street, St. 
Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Avo, 439-3981 + 
BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St * BOOTS 10242-1068 St, 423-5014 * BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper Avo, 489-6636 
* CAFE LEVA 11052-86 Ave * CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll id, 463-9467 * CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
12464-153 St. 424-3487 « CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Rd. West. 462-6565 * COAST 
TERRACE INN 4440 Gateway Bivd, 437-6010 * CLIFF'S PUB 8214-175 St, 487-8887 * CONVOCATION HALL 
Arts Building, U of A. 492-0601 * COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481-8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 15277 
Castle Downs Ad, 113 St, 472-7696 * DINWOODIE LOUNGE U of A Campus * DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 454- 
9928 * DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 « EDDIE SHORTS 10713-124 St, 453-3663 * EDMONTON 
EVENTS CENTRE WEM Phase III, 489-SHOW * EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486- 


* FLUID LOUNGE 10105- 


OS SS}. 780-429-0700 * FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FOX 10125-109 St, 990-0680 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq, 433-9623 « 
FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave) 1041-82 Ave, 433-9676 * GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 488-4841 » GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 919-4312/953-3606 * MALO 10538 
super Ave, 423-HALO * HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St. 452-1163 * HULBERT’S 7601-115 St, 436-1161 * THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South « JAMMERS 
PUB 1948-127 Ave, 451.9779 « J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St. 426-4403 « JEFFREY’S CAFE 9840 142 St, 451-2890 ¢ JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ava 
* JUBILEE 11455-87 Ave, 427-2760 * JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel. 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 « KAS BAR 10444-82 Avo, 422 
[788 = LBS COUNTRY PUB 23 Akins Dy, St. Albert * LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St. 481-2786 * LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR 11053-86 Ava, 433-5382 + LEVEL 2 
\OUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd FI, 447-4495 * NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave. 490-1999 * NEW CITY 10081 Jasper Ave. 413-4578 » NIKKI DIAMOND'S £130 

| Gateway Blvd « O'BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 » ON THE ROCKS 11720 Jasper Ave, 482-4767 * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 439-9485 « 

| OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 10304-111 St, 423-1643 « OVERTIME SOUTH Whitemud Crossing, 4211-108 St, 481717 « PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Avo, Upstairs, 432 


0814 * PEOPLE'S CH 


INITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 * QUEEN. 


IURCH 15641 PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 11607 Jesper Ave * PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St. Albert « 
TY HALL 1060 ALEXANDRA COMMUNITY HALL 10425 University Ave * RED STAR 10538 Jesper Ave, 


*78-0825 « RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624-74 Ave, 939-2442 « ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE 73 St. south of 112 Ave * ROSEBOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 

I-17 St. 482-5253 « ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE 12245-102 Ave * SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 1041662 Ave, 437-0231/710-1625 * 
SAVOY 1040182 Ave, 438-0373 * SHERWOOD PARK LIBRARY-MULTIPURPOSE ROOM 2020 Sherwood Dr, Sherwood Park Mall* SIDELINERS PUB 11018-127 
>}. 453-6006 * STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St. 428-1099 * STEEPS TEA LOUNGE-COLLEGE PLAZA 1116-82 Avo, 982-6105 * STEEPS-OLD GLENORA 12411 
tony Plain Rid * STOLLI'S 2nd Fi, 10368-82 Ave, 437-2293 « STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 * STRATHERN PUB 9514-87 St, 465-5478 + 


TAPHOUSE 9020 Mc! Ave, St. Albert, 458-0860 » TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 * TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS 10330-84 
“ve * URBAN FRAT 102206108 St 906-7939 * URBAN LOUNGE 1054-82 Ave, 437-7699 * VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (downstairs), 428-1099 * WILD 
WEST SALOON 12912-50 St. 476-2388 » WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St. 436-2286 * X-WRECK'S 9302-50 St, 466-8069 » Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, 
“ww. yefterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0428 « YESTERDAYS PUB 112, 205 Carnegie Dy, St. Albert, 459-0295 


WWW.urbanlounge.net 


$ 2.25 HIGHBALLS 


UNTIL 11:00 PM 


§ 2.25 sacER SHOTS 


10544-82 AVE. 


PH:4237-7693. 


MUSIC 


APR 24~'APR 30; 2008 


ECK.OUT-THESE 
UPCOMING'SHOWS 


[Ding the Ultimate Fighting Championship 


zm | BACKLASH BLUES 


aA 
= ROLAND PEMBERTON 
roland @vueweekly com 


Flying to Montréal this past weekend, my 
plane was inundated with Ultimate Fight- 
ing Championship fans. While | was in 
town for business, the jocks were around 
for UFC 83: St Pierre VS Serra, and they 
changed the look of the city to a certain 
extreme. My hotel was jocked out. | expe- 
rienced unsolicited elevator conversa- 
tions about sucking balls, tossing salads, 
beating people up and betting $1500 on a 
French guy because he's fighting in Mon- 
tréal. The fire alarm was erroneously 
pulled at 5:30 am. What was the deal 
with these people and why had they con- 
verged on this city? 

It got me thinking about whom exactly 
the audience for UFC is and where it 
comes from. For people who are interest- 
ed in merely seeing two guys bash each 
other's skulls in, there's professional box- 
ing, a sport that has the pageantry and 


prestige associated with big money, but 
also limits fighting to a hand-to-hand 
level. Those looking for entertainment 
and variety go for pro wrestling, even 
though it lacks genuine bloodletting and 
perhaps even any technical purpose. 

From what I've gleaned from my minor 
experience watching and analyzing the 
UFC and its fans, the major allure falls 
somewhere between the extremes of 
boxing and pro wrestling. It's a sport that 
rewards actual wrestling acumen as well 
as physical ability, but it has a showy, 
sports entertainment vibe, with stars 
named Rampage Jackson coming to the 
octagon with a hood and steel chains. It's 
a visual outlet for every weightlifter that 
wants to find purpose for his physical 
pursuit, but it also satisfies the basic 
male desire for one-on-one aggression. 


THIS CONCEPT CAN also be applied to the 
music world. Perhaps music purists apply 
the same principles to their listening 
habits. A fan of dub reggae and two-step 
garage house might be most interested in 
the hybrid genre dubstep. Specialization is 


something that can be applied to every 
aspect of life, but when applied to media, 
the juxtaposition between the search fo; 
the perfect subgenre and the interest jp 
the perfect fighting competition isn’t nec 
essarily very far off. 

| prefer more kick drums and female 
vocal leads, so | branch my interest off 
from dubstep into bassline house, Is this 
akin to shifting interest from WWE to 
TNA? From boxing to MMA? It's a thin 
line between each league but there's 
something that appeals to every indivig- 
ual within every different fighting scene 

I can't imagine electro fans taking over 
a downtown area and raving their way 
across a main thoroughfare, much less 
boxing fans crashing through storefron: 
windows. Certain scenes apply certain 
virtues, and Ultimate Fighting Champ; 
onship seems to appeal to a differen; 
league of modem male. The kind of perso 
that runs across the street and threatens 
police occasionally likes to watch Tito Ortiz 
completely wreck someone in our fair city, 
Its a shame to see how specialization cai 


_ actually prove negative. w 


NICK CILDER 


THE PETER 
TURLAND TRoO 


RESERVED SEATING 


BLUE OYSTER CU 
THE STAMPEDERS « THE ZOMBIES 


0000000000000000000000 


ALL SHOWS DOORS AT SPM 


SCODDDODOOOOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOC CS SSS OODO00COCOCOSCee9 


) 
O 
0 
16) 
o 
0 
0 
0 
1) 
iS) 
ie) 
6 
@ 
e 
- 
e 
® 
0 
1) 
0 
18) 
0 
O 
1°) 
0 
ie) 
(3) 
16) 
ie) 
.e) 
O 
fa) 
O 


Saturdays real altemative, classics, 
punk with DB.) Nazz Nomad; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturday 
Sucks: electro, industrial, alt and indy, 
electro, rock with DJs Greg Gory and 
Blue Jay; $5 

PLANET 


INDIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE Suggestive Saturdays: 
breaks electro house with Pl residents 


RED STAR Saturdays indie rock hip 


hop, and electro with DU Hot Philly 
and guests 

RENDEZVOUS Survival metal night 
SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Inline and Roller 
Skating Disco: Top 40 request with a 
mix of retro and disco; 1-Som and 
Tpm-12 midnight 

STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, R&B, 
house with People's DJ 

TEMPLE 0h Snap!: Every Saturday 
with Degree and Allout DJs with 
weekly guests; 9pm 

VELVET UNDERGROUND GOMP, 
various Ds; no minors; 8pm 
'WUNDERBAR Featured DJ and local 
bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Release Saturdays 


SUN 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rosotte Guitars: 
sunday brunch; donations 


COAST TERRACE INN April in Paris: 
Trocadero Alumni Orchestra 
{dinner/dance): $85 at THX on the 
Square 
CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
Sunday jam; 7pm 
DUSTER'S PUB Sunday open stage 
hosted by the Mary Thomes Band 
EARLY STAGE SALOON-STONY 
PLAIN Steve Marriner (blues harp) 
EDDIE SHORTS Every Sunday open 
stage with Rob Taylor; 4-Bpm 
HULBERT'S PUB Songwriters 
Stage; 7pm; no cover 
JAMMERS PUB Sunday open blues 
jam; 4-8pm, 
NEWCASTLE PUB Live Sunday jam 
hosted by Wily and Dave; 230m 
NEW CITY Total Chaos, The 
Intensives, The Skam, Balls OU, Face 
First no minors; hekets at 
Mogatunes, Blackbyrd, Freecloud, 
Mars and Venus, New City 
O'BYRNE'S Sunday night open stage 
with Joe Bird 
OM THE ROCKS Souljah Fyah 
Sundays with DU Mike 
OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays 
hosted by Chris Wynters of Captain 
Tractor, 8-1ipm 


OVERDRIVE Anything Goes. acoustic 
jam every Sunday aftemoon with the 


‘Shufflehound; 1:20-5pm 


PEOPLE'S CHURCH Gina Williams 
(Ih Spite of the Storm, GD release); 
7pm; $21.25 


RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH Jazz and 
Reflections: The Dave Babcock 
Quartet; 3:30-5pm 


TRANSALTA ARTS BARNS The 
Wonder Show: Wendy MacNeil, 
Samantha Schultz; Bam; $20 (adv) at 
TIX on the Square/$25 (door) door 


CLASSICAL 


ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN 
CATHEDRAL Stindays at 3: Sucred 
and Profane: Christopher Dawes, 
(organ), Daniel Rubinoff (saxophone), 
3pm; $15 at TIX on the Square, door, 
454-3882 


ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT 
CENTRE Concordia Symphony 
Orchestra; 3pm; $10 (adultl/$8 stu- 
denV/senior) at TIX on the Square 


MON TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sleeman 
Mondays: live music monthly, no 
cover 


IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays 
music and comedy; 8pm 


B'S PUB Open Stage with Shaved 
Posse hosted by Ken, Fred, Gordie 
and Matt; 9-12:30 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic instrumental old time 
fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm. 


PREVUE / SAT, APR 26 (8 PM) / SEPTEMBER STONE / 
STARLITE ROOM, $10 
A September Stone is like a wishing stone, except that 
instead of granting your wish, school starts again and ... actu- 
ally it’s not really like a wishing stone at all 


ROYAL COACH DINING ROOM 
Petro Polujin (classical guitar), Spm 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Benefit recital 
with Pro Coro Canada, Linda Perillo 
(soprano), Jeremy Spurgeon (harpsi- 
chord, piano. organ), Colin Ryan 
(cello), Anna Kozak and Aryans 
Howat (violin), Asron Au (Voli; bene- 
fit recital; 2pm; followed by 2 recep- 
tion and art sale in the lobby 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 


industry Night with Atomic Improv, 
Jemeoki and DJ Tim 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Aftemoons: Phil, 2-7pm; Main Floor: 
Got To Give It Up: Funk, Sout, 
Motown, Disco. with DU Red Dawn 
spinning 

BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop: Rudy Electro: 10pm-2:30ame 
guest Dus inguire at 
kelly@micheth.com 

OVERTIME BROILER Sunday 
Industry Night: Requests with DJ Bo 
URBAN FRAT Urbsn Ladies Night 
Sundays: QUs InVinceable and Macca 
\WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Galletea 
and XS, quests; no cover 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE The 
Rose Bowl Monday Jam: 

hosted by Shery-Lee Wisor/Mike 

MeDonald (altemating); 9pm-12am 


DJS 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 
Service Industry Night: no minors: 
Spm-Zam 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main 
Floor: Eclectic Nonsense. with, 
Confederacy of Dunces, Dad Rrek, TJ 
Hookah, Rear Admiral Saunders; 
Woortop: DJ Idris 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy Electro 
Latest and greatest in House, 
Progressive and Trip-Hop: 12am- 
2-302m; interested guest OJs inquire 
st kelly@michetti.com: karaoke with 
Tuzy, amateur stip contest; Spm- 
1am, 


FILTHY McNASTY'S Meta! 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Mixer 


(NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Munch on Metal Mondays. ‘80s metal 
‘with OU Sammi Kerr; no minors; no 
cover 
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MUSIC 


LIVE MUSIC 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 
LEGENDS PUB Tuesday open jam 
hosted by Gary Thomas 


OBYANE'S Tuesday night Celtic jam 
‘with Shannon Johnson 


‘SIDELINERS PUB The Tuesday All 
Star Jam: Hosted by Alicia Tait and 
Rickey Sidecar; 8pm. 

YARDBIRD SUITE Jam Session: Ray 
Baril; 8:30pm (door), 9pm (show); 
every Tue; $3 


CLASSICAL 


WEST EDMONTON CHRISTIAN 
ASSEMBLY Bethany Dillon, David. 


DIS 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Tuesday 
‘on the Wooftop: with DJ Cadence 
Weapon 


BUDDY'S Free pool and toumey, DJ 
Arrowchaser; Spm 


ESMERALDA'S Retro every Tue; no 
cover with student ID 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Latin and Salsa music, dance lessons 
8-10pm 


GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays: 
music with Bomb Squad, 
(B., Chrome Nine; no cover 


RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental 
Indie Rock, Hip Hop, Electro with DJ 
Hot Philly 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: populer 
house beats with DU Kevin Wong 
SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 
ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 
fequest with a mix of retro and disco; 
7pm-12 midnight 


WED 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARDEN THEATRE Samarabalouf 
(jazz, blues); 7:30pm: $30 at 
TicketMaster, Arden’s box office 459- 
1512 


EDDIE SHORTS Wednesday blues 
with Dc Blues; & 10pm 


HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Rock 'n’ Roll 
Kenny 


SJEFFREY'S CAFE Alfie Zappacosts: 


$25 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 
O'BYRNE Soul Beat Revival 


PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam 
‘sented by the Northem Blueg’ 
Circle Music Society every 
Wednesday evening 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM CAFE 
Live from the Musetm: The U-22 
Revue: Michael Rault and Lindsay £1) 
(U-22); Lionel Rault (Mas' c 
at the Museum and CKU) 
STARLITE ROOM Tiger Avviy 
Unseen; all ages; 7pm; $15 at 
Unionevents.com, TicketMaster 
Megatunes, Blackbyrd, FS 
‘STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Open 1 
{acoustic) every Wed 


Wednesdays: Soulful Deep House 
with Nic-E and Smoov 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Wesinessy 
Nights: with DJ Harley 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Floor Glitter Gulch Wednes 
Rides... Worst Wrecks...: Ro 
every Wed with DJ Buster Friendly 
No cover; live music once 8 mon 
Woaftop: RetraActive Radio 
Altemative “80s and “90s, Post Punk 
New Wave, Garage, Brit, Mi 

and Roll with LL Coo! Joe 


BUDDY'S Hump day with D3 Sexy 
Sean 


FUND LOUNGE Ws 


35 ABE 
hiphop. reggae, aldskoo!, reag2el" 
wh iinesble, Touch It, weekly 
guest Ds 
LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/R&S w 
DJ Spincycle 
Wednesday: no minors, no cov" 
NNO DIAMOND'S Punk ond ® 
metal every Wednesday 


RED STAR Guest Dus every 
Wednesday 


‘STARLITE ROOM Wild Sty 
‘Wednesdays: Hip-Horx Sp 
STOLLI'S Beatparty Wedres*V* 
House, sedate Da Res 2 
with Rudy Electro, DJ Riyst= 
‘Age and weekly quests: Sper" 
www beatparty.net 
WUNDERBAR Wednesday """ 
new Du: no cover 
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Dreams Deferred no longer 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


en Andrew Pahl put togeth- 
er his debut album, Dreams 
Deferred, a couple of years 


ago, he was clearly in the captain's seat, 
playing and recording the whole record 
on his own. It was an approach that 
worked for Pahl on that initial release, 
at least as far as the actual creation of 
the music went. But once it was done 
and he had decided that he wanted to 
play some live shows behind the album, 
he knew that a band was the way to go 
and he recruited some friends to take 
the stage alongside him as the Andrew 
Pahl Band. 

Since that initial foray into the live 
arena, Pahl and the others have mor- 
phed mto a band with its own identity, 
rather than simply being the song- 
writer and some back up musicians. 
\'s a change that Pahl welcomes, and 
one that has impacted the approach 
that he's taking on the new album 
that he has recently begun recording. 

“(Dreams Deferred was recorded 
over @ ten-month period] because | 
was doing everything myself, but the 
parts were actually recorded quite 
quickly without much thought as to 
how it was going to sound in the big 
picture—how one song would sound 
‘o another, that sort of thing,” Pahl 
explains. “This one is very much 
focussing on how we can make each 
Song different but sound cohesive. 

“And, working with different musi- 
Cans this time, it’s taken longer just 
‘o make sure we're on the same page 
®» far as what we want to play, 
whereas if 1 was doing it myself 1 can 
‘ust bash it out how I want to and 
‘here's no compromise,” he adds. “L 
‘hink ultimately the compromise is 
89lng to make it a stronger record 

“Cause it’s not just my point of view 

€verybody brings something differ- 


Ke | SAT, APA 26 (8 PM) 


=| ANDREW PAHL BAND 
ee | WITHANDY SHAUF 
| WUNDERBAR, FREE 


ent to the mix, so it just sort of takes it 
to unexpected places, and | think 
that’s the beauty of it.” 

That willingness to embrace what 
the others bring to his music is a sign 
that Pahl is in the music game for the 
long haul. Music and evolution go hand 
in hand as time and experience alter a 
songwriter's life. Ignore those changes 
and it’s all too easy to become compla- 
cent, simply reshaping previous works 
instead of crafting new ones. It’s not a 
matter of trying to chase a trend, but 
one of staying true to oneself while 
realizing that music is a living thing 
that is shaped by the players. 

“The last album was very much me 
on the corner of my bed writing with 
my acoustic guitar, whereas this one, 
I'll come in with the idea for the song, 
but it’s very much the four of us flesh- 
ing out the parts and taking it in new 
directions,” Pahl says, admitting that 


he’s learned a Jot from playing with - 


the band, especially on stage, where it 
can be difficult for a single performer 
to hold an audience's attention with a 
sound that has fewer dynamics than 
what is possible with a group. “I much 
prefer playing with the band than just 
doing stuff by myself because it’s a bit 
more interactive and you can do a lot 
more than you can just standing up 
there with an acoustic guitar.” 


PAHL'S UPCOMING GIG wit! be the first 
one for the band since last Septem- 
ber. As he puts it, the group has “been 
on hiatis from the live stuff for a few 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 69 
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SAILOR’S BLOOD & SUBCITY DWELLERS 
5/10 ON HIGH - ALBUM RELEASE TOUR 


CINDY DOIRE / NATHAN LAWR / RYAN BISHOPS 
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PREVUE 

SUN APR 27 

SACRED 

WITH CHRISTOPHER DAWES, DANIEL RUBINOFF 


ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL 
(10095 - 109 STREEN), $16 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 
Back in 1903, then new pope Pius X 
banned the saxophone from performances, 
feeling that it could cause “disgust or 
scandal” and dubbing it the “devil's horn.” 
He probably didn’t know what devil 
horns would come to mean to music in 
contemporary times, but it's safe to say 
that, being scorned, the saxophone has 
enjoyed quite the career. Compare it to, 
say, the bassoon—a perfectly accept- 
able instrument in Classical circles, but 
not one used all that often in other gen- 
res, However, the saxophone’s creator 
Adolphe Sax wasn't looking to be contro- 
versial when he invented and started manu- 
facturing the instrument back in 1840. And 
with their Sacred & Profane program, 
organist Christopher Dawes and saxophon- 


PRESENTS 


754 


Mf) 


ist Daniel Rubinoff are on something of a 
mission to give the sax the kind of legitima- 
cy that it never enjoyed in its early years. 

The show—which will include selec- 
tions from Classical biggies like Bach 
and Handel as well as contemporary 
compositions from Oscar Peterson, 
Denis Bédard and Rubinoff—was creat- 
ed to both look at the dual sides of the 
sax and the organ and to turn our 
expectations of each instrument around. 

“| don’t have the typical sort of gut- 
teral, bombastic saxophone tone,” Rubi- 
noff explains. “I've got kind of a refined 
tone, akin to a Classical instrument. It 
still sounds like a saxophone, but I'm 
playing it in a different way than you 
would hear the saxophone for Bruce 
Springsteen, for example. There's a dif- 
ferent tonal aesthetic there. 

“In terms of the organ, | mean the organ 
is not—in this concert—being directly 
associated with its function as a religious 
instrument,” he continues. “So the fact 
that it's taking on more of a chamber music 
role is highly unusual for the organ. We're 
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not playing, really, any religious music.” 

Although the coupling of the two 
instruments may still seem odd, Rubinoff 
goes on to explain why the saxophone 
and the organ are actually perfect mates 

“Organists love to'play with the saxo- | 
phone, even though there is this kind of | 
binary between the sacredness of the organ 
and the profanity of the saxophone,” he 
says. “The fact of the matter is that on a 
practical level, the saxophone has this won- 
derful projecting quality. | think Adolphe 
Sax, the inventor, designed it that way so 
that it could be part of military bands, so | 
that it could be an outdoors instrument. 

“But when you think about the organ, / 
the organ s the king of instruments. it’s 
an incredibly loud instrument, and it’s a 
symbol of the holy spirit in Christian ltr | 
gy, So it has to have a’sonic magnitude, | 
and when you think of the saxophone, it | 
also has a kind of a sonic magnitude—it | 
has that kind of stadium draw, as well as | 
being 4 concert instrument. So it’s very | 
versatile—perfect for the organ.” 

Rock on, devil's horn. w 
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ad and Divine really love 
. They also really love having a 
socially acceptable reason to be twen- 
tysomethings without a mattress and 
bed frame to call their own. 

“We don't have anywhere to live 
when we're home, so we couch surf.” 
says the band’s bass player, Kellan 
Lindsay. “[We like to] get back on the 
road where we have an excuse for not 
having a home.” 

That partially explains the band’s 
upeoming 50-date Canadian tour. But 
on top of trying to avoid a cardboard 
box-home fate, the group chose the 
aggressive tour schedule to spread 
the word about its new album, The 
Fanciful. It’s an effort that Lindsay 
calls “more mature” than the group's 
debut, What Really Happened At 


lover's Lane. ae 
“We've really stepped up our 
game,” he explains, 

release, the new record 


as well. 


‘Histen to it as a whole 


ANDREW PAHL 


months due to recording and some 
band surgeries—both metaphorically 
and literally. 

“We lost our drummer—he decided 
school is more important, so he left 
the band and we had to find a new 
guy,” he says. “So that was the one 
Surgery that took place. It took a cou- 
ple of months to find somebody and 


then Aidan {Lucas-Buckland] from 
Yes Nice joined up in January, so 
we've been playing with him since 
then. And then in March, our guitar 
player had his thyroid out so he was 
sort of sidelined for about six weeks. 
Since then we've just been working 
mainly on music for the new album.” 
While it's been a few months since 
Pahl and the band played live, they 
certainly haven't been ignoring their 
music. “We've been rehearsing and 
I've been writing a bunch of new 


2ere'. 
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Edmonton Event Centre 


general admission — 18+ (Gov't ID required) 
mmLIVENATIOMNM.com 
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music,” Pahl enthuses. “We're heading 
back into the studio, so I've been writ- 
ing that, and then even without a 
drummer, Jon [Halton, guitarist) and 
Ryan [Miller, bassist] and I were get- 
ting together and trying to flesh stuff 
out and figure stuff out for the new 
record, so we've been playing, but just 
not out and about because we're 
wanting things to sound good.” 

Now that the band and its members 
have recovered from the various surger- 
ies, the next order of business for Pahl is 


to record his second album, and he's 
looking forward to getting that done 

"I did some demos just at my place 
and we actually just started record- 
ing,” he reveals. “We just finished the 
drum tracks and so we're just starb. 
ing to lay down everything else— 
bass and guitars and stuff like that 
Its coming along, but it’s always a 
slower process than you'd like. But | 
think that by taking it a bit slower 
this time it'll hopefully come out with 
a better project.” w 
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PRO CORO CANADA 
FEATURING LINDA PERILLO 
WINSPEAR CENTRE, $30- $50 


GEN HANDLEY / gen@vueweekly.com 
Soprano Linda Perillo doesn't sing in the 
shower. 

“| might sing a couple of notes to get 
some steam in my throat.” says Perillo, 
sitting in the lounge of the Sutton Place 
Hotel. “But when you sing for many 
hours in a day, you learn how to con- 
serve your voice.” 

As one of the founding members of 
the Pro Coro Canada choir, Perillo’s 
singing career, which has taken her 
all over the world, started here in 
Edmonton. 

“| owe a lot to Pro Coro for giving 
me my tools of musical ability that | 
carry to this day,” says the Edmonton- 
native who now lives in London, Eng- 
land with her husband and son. 
"They've given me so much.” 


Perillo has shown her appreciation 
by returning to the city and lending 
her voice to the Pro Coro Benefit 
Recital, a fundraiser to help the choir 
pay off some if its debt and an 
excuse to treat the city with an after- 
noon of music. 

Some of Perillo’s best Pro Coro memo- 
ries include getting the opportunity to 
see accomplished soloists perform and 
now she is one of those soloists taking 
the stage. 

“{f | could inspire anyone the way | 
was inspired, I'd be very, very happy,” 
she says modestly. 

Perillo truly believes that not only can 


music be an inspiration for people but it _ 


can help in other ways as well. Even 
though Edmonton hasnt changed much 
since she left 15 years ago, Perillo says 
she has noticed a rise in homelessness 
and believes music could be a way to 
help those living on the street. 

“It's really sad and | think they need 
some music in their lives,” she says, her 
vivid, green eyes gazing out on the 


“est! 


~~ 
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street. “Music is a great tool because it 
doesn't cost anything. It just takes ener- 
gy and care to get something off the 
ground. 

“And it doesn’t have to have to be 
classical, it can be any kind of music, 
she adds. "I think there's a place for ai 
kinds of music.” 

Nevertheless, Perillo, who sings an 


early style called Baroque, says any- | 


one can develop a taste for classical] 
music if it is introduced gently ang 
the right composers are presented to 
the listener. 

“ff you listen to the Bach Brandenburg 


concertos, you begin to love classica) 
music,” she says, her face lighting up. | 
| 


"You can’t make Bach sound bad. 


“Then I'd go into Mozart and 


Beethoven of course.” 

She stops and closes her eyes briefly 
as if she can hear the composers’ note: 
in her head. 

“If they don’t move your soul, nothin 
will,” she says with her eyes still clos 
and a small smile on her face. w 
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ds are sometimes hard to find for the ‘Peg’s Mahogany Frog 


/ carolyn@vuewoekly.com 

me bands, like some people, 

are weird for the sake of being 
weird. In interviews, they'll act 

all disaffected, whine about “The 
industry” and maybe make obscure 
references to some ninth century 

te 

Some other bands are genuinely 
weird. Take Winnipeg's Mahogany 

whose music is bizarre despite 
the lack of vocals, and therefore any 
penchant for delivering obscure lyrical 
references. 

That said, the quartet's music— 
some strange witch's brew of dueling 
synths and guitars, crashing drums 
and techno glitches—isn’t all that easy 
to categorize. Especially with the 
recent release of the band’s fifth stu- 
dio album, DOS. There is simply more 
going on in those nine tracks than the 
jazy prog rock handle they’ve 
acquired in the last decade or so. 
indie-inspired intros meld into lush 
prog rock and ambient electro knobs 
are tweaked into jazzy combinations. 

And during our interview, guitarist 
and keyboarder Graham Epp makes a 

ouple of comments about people 
getting it.” 

“We're not some rock band with a 
singer, and you can stand in the 

owd and just listen to the singer and 

e band that’s backing them up,” Epp 

explains. “There might be two, some- 
times even three of us playing differ- 
nt melodies at the same time. You 
an kind of choose what you want to 
follow, I suppose, but there’s going to 
be all of these other levels behind it, 
so | think there's a lot to digest. 

“But | mean, we're not trying to 
make it unlistenable. We're putting in 
li of these melodies that are sup- 
osed to complement each other,” he 
continues. “So yeah—that's what | 
mean about people ‘getting it.’ We're 
hot just playing a bunch of random 
otes just to be weird. That's definite- 

not whal we're going for.” ’ 


OT ONLY ARE there many different 
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sonic layers to hold onto, but also, 
with equipment cramming the stage 
and a maze of wires, Mahogany 
Frog’s live performance offers a lot of 
things to watch, Between Epp and fel- 
low guitarist and key-player Jesse 
Warkentin, you've got bassist/trum- 


give — 
HMV gift card 


peter Scott Ellenberger and drum 

mer/electro wizard Jean-Paul Perron, 
and it doesn’t take long to fall in love 
with the band’s take on music. Even if 
you don't fully “get it,” you'll know 
that despite all the genre-hopping, 
Mahogany Frog is the farthest from 
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music ¢ DVD « videogames 


derivative that you could hope a band 
to be 
And when the tunes come crashing 
out, you start to see how they can 
share the bill with such diverse bands 
Moneen to this weekend's show 
with the Summerlad 
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Epp, not sure about the third band 
on the bill, nits that it might be a 
hice surprise to share a stage with 
April Wine 7 

“Yeah, we could share a bill with 
April Wine—do a cla 
play some 
April Wine? 
one of the t 


rock tour 


asinos. Don't you | Hite 


) etty nice 
song. I’m even going to go as far as 
Saying the Beatles would have written 
it if they'd have stayed together into 
the ‘70s. I'm going to say e| 
Said it. April Wine—i 4 g 
I's the only April Wine | can think of.” 

See? Genuinely weird. vw 
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TESTAMENT 
THE FORMATION OF DAMNATION 
NUCLEAR BLAST 

EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

There was a time when the San Fran- 
cisco music scene was ruled by 
thrash. Metallica may have come 
together in Los Angeles, but it was as 
a part—some would say leader—of 
the Bay Area thrash scene that the 
band achieved its version of world 
domination. 

The scene itself was very much like 
just about any other music scene based 
around a particular city—even the one 
here in Edmonton—where the mem- 
bership of various bands shifted often, 
with players jumping between ships 
until the right mix gelled. Metallica was 
right at the top of the heap, eventually 
becoming far larger than any of the 
other bands, but even key elements of 
that band can be traced back to other 
groups on the scene; Metallica’s lead 
guitarist Kirk Hammett was an original 
member of Exodus. 

Testament was one of those Bay 
Area bands that was poised to go 
over the wall, following Metallica's 
lead when thrash blew up huge in the 
late-'80s. The band began its life as 
Legacy with Steve Souza on vocals, 
before the singer left to join Exodus. 
Legacy then became Testament with 
Chuck Billy on vocals, and 21 years 
later Billy’s deep, growling voice 
remains central to the band’s sound. 

On The Formation of Damnation, 
Testament has reunited four-fifths of 
the lineup that recorded the first few 
albums, with drummer Paul Bostaph 
(of Slayer, Exodus and Forbidden) 
keeping the driving beat throughout 
the album. 

The results sound like Testament at 
its best. That's not to say that it 
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top 10 sellers 


01. kensington heights constantines 
02. trouble in dreams destroyer 

03. afterparty babies cadence weapon 
04. attack & release black keys 

05. april sun kil moon 


sounds like early albums—The New 
Order or Practice What You Preach, 
say—but more of a combination of 
everything the band has done. 

Returning guitarist Alex SkoInick— 
who split from the band in ‘92, con- 
centrating primarily on playing with 
his jazz trio—brings his melodic sen- 
sibilities back into the mix, offering up 
plenty of memorable solos and guitar 
lines throughout the record. The years 
of jazz seem to have revitalized the 
guitarist and he brings a welcome 
enthusiasm to the music, along with a 
unique approach that is a little bit 
sideways from where many metal gui- 
tarists originate their lead lines. 

As has always been the case, 
though, it’s Billy's voice that drives the 
record. There are not many singers 
who can sound as menacing as he 
does on tracks like “The Evil Has Land- 
ed” and “Killing Season” while also 
demonstrating a seriously strong knack 
for writing a killer vocal melody. 

Of course, this is Testament in 
2008, and between the band’s debut 
and today, there was a period when 
the band became truly fiercesome, 
with its thrash morphing into death 
metal. The band has not forgotten 
that part of its history—the title track 
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finds Billy dropping his voice until i 
becomes a guttural growl. 

Unfortunately, the stylistic 
change seems out of place here 
with the band turning in a song like 
any of the others on the record 
while Billy sounds like he belongs 
somewhere else. 

Save for “Formation of Damnation’ 
and a few other spots, though, the 
approach is melodic and energetic, 
and its the sort of the thing that fans of 
thrash’s early and middle days w\| 
appreciate. This album fits nicely intc 
Testament’s body of work, even if it’s 
not exactly groundbreaking (although 
it can certainly be said that it shatters 
at least a little chunk of the earth). it 
good to see a band like this still stand- 
ing after all these years, and it’s even 
better to see that they can still thrash 
without having to bring a therapist int: 
the mix to work out all their feeling 
Now if only all of the Bay Area thras! 
titans could accomplish that. 


THE BLACK KEYS 
ATTACK & RELEASE 
NONESUCH 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 

While at first blush it may seem odd \ 
team up southern blues-rockers th 
Black Keys with producer Danger 
Mouse (of The Grey Album fame), the 
result of the unlikely collaboration is 
an impressive album. Raw, fuzzy and 
basic, Attack & Release might be the 
album that finally lets the sound of 
the Akron, Ohio duo of Dan Auerbach 
(vox and guitar) and Patrick Carne 
(drums) climb out of the long shadow 
of the White Stripes. Straight-up fi 
driven rockers “I Got Mine,” “Strang: 
Times” and “Remember When (Par! 
B)” contrast well with deep sou! 0 
“Lies” and the intriguing bluegrass-hiy 
hop cross of “Psychotic Girl." 7! 
longing croon of Auerback or 
album’s final, rootsy track says '! 
“Things ain't like they used to b« 
True. They're much better. 


th 


Mic BOYD 

LOST IN THE WOODS 

HALF-LIFE 

LEWIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly.com 

There’s something refreshingly honest 
about Lost in the Woods, the '\ 
length debut of Nova Scotia bas 
trapper Mic Boyd. Sure, the reco!” 
includes the usual boring bragg'": 
and chest thumping found in so ma" 
hip-hop records. And Boyd make 
mistake of thinking he can sing 
few tracks—see “Moving Ou! 
example. But from time to time Be 
dials down the braggadocio and '4i 
about an episode of Scooby D°° ‘ 
why he can’t get a job. If nothing ¢ 
these songs feel genuine, andt 
help compensate for the other hal! 


hes 


the record, where Boyd does his 


the 


personation. Lost in the 
ws two different versions 
and it'll be interesting to 
ich one we'll see more of 


(RISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina @vueweokly.com 
Meant to Be isn’t the kind of record I 
normally find myself enjoying but, 
surprisingly, aly, I did. Full of slow roman- 
ic ballads played on a classical guitar, 
one might assume that Marco D’Ami- 
co is asking for a death sentence in 
terms of retaining the listener's atten- 
tion. Instead, he does the exact oppo- 
site, as inquisitive thoughts about love 
are backed by an alluring, classically 
trained voice and guitar work with a 
European air. “Dimmi Perché" con- 
tains some of the more upbeat instru- 
mentals on the record while retaining 
its poetic anguish. That song ties with 
album closer, the instrumental “Ciao 
Bella” for best song on Meant to Be, as 
the latter makes me want to pick up a 
guitar and mimic its loveliness. 


het INTHE ROOM 


BAYAN SAUNDERS / bryansaunders@vueweekly.com 

"Nigga, nigga, nigga, nigga / Nigga, 
bitch, ho!” So goes a lyrical excerpt 
from “The Fugitive,” the first track of 
Joey “Coca” Cartagena’s latest record, 
The Elephant in the Room. If a plati- 
tude like that doesn’t convince audi- 
ences that the rap genre is 
floundering, then nothing will. Fur- 
thermore, clichés like this seem to be 
the rule rather than the exception on 
this particular album. Simply put, it 
seems like this Puerto Rican rapper's 
37 years of age are beginning to catch 
up with him, and he’s running out of 
anything fresh to say. Sure, he makes 
Some topical remarks about Kanye, 
Rihanna and 50 Cent, but even these 
weak attempts to appear contempo- 
rary fail miserably. While Fat Joe still 
gets respect from his fellow old- 
school rappers Dre and Diddy (who 
both make contributions to this 
album), he'd best get out of the game 
now, while he's still ahead. 


» half-ass comeback for James after 
seven years—the group wrote 127 
ngs before culling them down to 
€se 11. They're songs of return—to 
ts, to nature, to simplicity—with 
he opener “Bubbles” a typically tri- 
Mphalist track from the band, all 
elling trumpets and buzzing guitar. 
'm Booth’s plangent voice and inci- 
've lyrics (“Scratch the surface of lib- 
tals / There's a beast underneath”) 
"ves the title track, a post-9/11 
Ng. The joyous, carnival-like march 
»' melody becomes, at worst, a touch 
and or formulaic in the build-up, but 
‘©stly, as with the sonically swirling 
Oh My Heart,” this is electrified, 
“urgent folk-pop with a lot to say. 


Wal-Mart vs iTunes 


= | BUTE SANDOR 
= | steven @rueneetiycon 


At the beginning of the month, new 
sales statistics were released that 
showed Apple’s iTunes’ download 
sales had surpassed what had reqular- 
ly been America’s number one music 
Tetailer-—Wal-Mart. 

Worldwide, according to num- 
bers published in the Telegraph, 
more than 50 million consumers 
have now downloaded at least one 
track from the iTunes store. And, all 
in all, iTunes has sold more than 
four billion tracks. 

As anyone who regularly reads 
this column knows, | am ambivalent 
when it comes to iTunes. | love the 
fact that it acts as a place where 
even the most obscure artist can sell 
material without fear of being delet- 
ed. The virtual warehouse space 
means an album’s shelf life is now 
limitless. | also love the fact that the 
wide range of music offered has 
allowed people living in even the 
most remote areas to have eclectic 
music collections. | do worry, though, 
about how Apple compensates 
artists, and the fact that Canadian 
government agencies had to set roy- 
alty tariffs for Apple has diminished 
any of my thoughts that Apple is 
somehow a more noble company 
than, say, Microsoft, Nike or Shell. 


= | QUICK SPINS 


= 

4 

—z | WHITEY ano TB PLAYER 
== | quickspins@vueweekly.com 


Good British post punk 
Mixed with bad Libertines clone. 
Half good is still bad 


HORSES 

HORSES 

OUT OF TOUCH 

Straight forward plowing 


Of well tilled rack ‘n’ roll field 
Yields horse metaphor 


ERIC AVERY 

HELP WANTED 
DANGERBIAD 

Jane's Addiction guy 


Voted most tasteful member 
Of band with bad taste 


DONNY OSMOND 

FROM DONNY ... WITH LOVE 
DECCA 

The blandest songbook 


Somehow made even blander 
Steals Vangelis crown! 


PENN POUTANEN AND 
LORRIE MATHESON 
REBELS UNITED 7” 
SAVED BY RADIO 

2 kids co-lab on 


This sweet noisy jaunt, one eight 
One pushing forty 


BUT, IF WAL-MART is removed as the 
fumber one music retailer, that's good 
news for artists. Look, | am not one of 
those anti-big-box, hate-Wal-Mart 
types. My wife and | have shopped 
there. But the music industry—at 
least the majors—has long been 
shaped by the big boxes. The success 
of bubblegum pop can easily be attrib- 
uted to the big boxes; they didn't want 
to carry non-family-friendly material, 
So supplying them with loads of pop 
dreck is easy. In a lot of middle Ameri- 
ca (and smaller Canadian communi- 
ties), where there are no cool indie 
record shops, Wal-Mart and the rest 
of the biggies were the only places to 
buy music. So, kids bought what was 
available, and the whole system kept 
regenerating itself. 

Hopefully, the rise of downloading 
will show the big retailers that con- 
sumers aren't zombies. If you give 
them real choice, not just a Nelly-vs- 
Hannah-Montana-vs-Britney shtick, 
they will embrace new things, and 
give new music a chance. So, despite 
all its warts, iTunes pulling ahead of 
Wal-Mart is a sign that we're smarter 
than the big-box retailers and the 
major-label A&R people think. It could 
be the biggest wake-up call to the 
majors since Nirvana proved the 
naysayers wrong and sold millions of 
records. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


PLAYRADIOPLAY! 
TEXAS 
ISLAND 


Modern rock, obscured! 
This isn’t turd polish it’s 
A thick turd veneer 


LOS CAMPESINOS! 

HOLD ON NOW, YOUNGSTER 
ARTS & CRAFTS 

A meaty mish-mash 

Of angular brain pop and 
Campfire sing-a-longs 


*DEAR SMUG MAN on Wwe 


answering machine; We got your 
call. You are indeed correct in 
pointing out that our reviews are 
not Haikus but are rather Senryus 
(if that even). Roll the die and 
award yourself plus five intelli- 
gence points. Feel free to leave 
another message for us detailing 
your disappointment with our 
incorrect use of the term 
metaphor. While I'm on a rant 
here, I'd like to point out that | 


was pretty easy on Donny 
Osmond in his Hai... er... Senryu. 
‘That shit is truly shockingly bad. 
Well played, well sung, over-pro- 

| rehashed pap aimed at an 


envy tot 


Sport 


audience. 
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Tiger Army's grirrrrrreat! 
CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com WED, APR 30 (8 PH) 
DMhecinsnat other artists, TIGER ARMY 
for that matter—are often 
asked what they'd be doing WITH UNSEEN 
if they weren't recording and touring. STARLITE ROOM S15 
More often than not, they reply that 
they don’t know, that making musicis _ about. After 11 years of ups and dc 
the only thing that really speaks to _ and a few trips into the Great White 
them. North, the band is finally headlining it 
But what keeps a band going? If own tour in Canada. With a number ot 
you study the bio of many bands, you __ the dates already sold out, it seem: 
may notice that members can come __ it is something that they should have 
and go, particularly near the begin- _ tried some time ago. 
ning of a career. "This is something we've meant to 
California's psychobilly Tiger do for years,” 13 explains. ' 
Army has had a near constant rota- | done support dates in Canad 
tion of members, with lead vocalist | Social Distortion, Rancid and the 
and guitarist Nick 13 being the only Damned, as well as Warped shov 
constant. but this will be the first time we 'v: 
“It’s something inside that urgesme ever headlined there. It's a 
on. I guess I’ve always felt like there _ country to visit and to play—sadly 
was something to say, something to _ also one of the toughest places fo" 
be accomplished; when things have _ US band to play in the world as far @ 
, { 3 happened that threatened that, I've _ red tape and the border goes. For t! 
8 i; always looked for a way to goon,” _ reason, I decided long ago that it w 
i Nick 13 says. “There may come a day _n’t worth nipping up for a show « 


where I feel like I've made the music1 _ two; it was better to deal with ( 
FRANCIS wanted to make or accomplished _ hassle once, then play as many Ca! 
i what I set out to do; if there is, 1think _ dian cities as possible.” 
: it’s something I'll know inside—but it _ And so it goes that the band will b« 
WINS PEAR hasn't happened yet.” heading from Vancouver to Mo’ 
: . Fair enough, especially fora guy _in a two-week blitz before headir 
CENTRE PS 4 who told Distorted Magazine that ifhe | down the American East Coast 
7 wasn’t in music, he'd be dead, in jail they won't be doing Warped 
RESERVED SEATING . aa : ora writer. And these days, the band this year, opting instead to co-he ad 
re is nearly back to one of its longer- _ line Hootenanny ‘08 in Orange Cour’ 
TIGESS AT THE term forms, with the recent retum of before taking on a few Europe! 
FRANCIS WINSPEAR CENTRE BOX OFFICE, F stand-up bassist Geoff Kresge, who'd — summer festivals. The summer wil! > 
CHARGE BY PHONE (780) 428-1414, left for a few years to pursue other a bit lighter for the band, but th 
VOLL, FREE 1-800-563-5081 P goals Tiger Army has been pretty mu 
“We've known each other so long, touring non-stop since dropp!"'5 
played music for so many years and = Music From Regions Beyond last Jun 
there’s a tremendous chemistry And the boys might just want to 
onstage,” 13 says of Kfesge's return. | down and do a bit of writing !0 
“'m really happy with how we sound —_— new album. 
live and the onstage vibe right now.” “There's always another albu! 
the works, it’s just a matter o! ! 
THE TRIO—rounded out by drummer long it will take to come-into ! 
= Jamies Meza, who joined the Army back _ world,” 13 says. “I'd definitely 
* in 2004—has a lot more to be pleased = 2009 to have some sort of release 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

lhe US government is spending over 
$500 000 per minute on the war in Iraq. 
Meanwhile, Exxon Mobil is raking in about 
$73 000 of profit per minute. Is there any 
connection? Though | have my suspicions, | 
don’t know for sure. | do know that the 
coming weeks will be an excellent time for 
you to phase out any situation in your per- 
sonal life that resembles America’s cash 
drain in Iraq, It will also be a favourable 
periad for yau to brainstorm about how you 
could upgrade your financial intake to be 
more like Exxon Mobil's. 


TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20) 

The greatest poverty is boredom,” said 
one of my teachers, Ann Davies. “The 
greatest hell is not having a goal.” Make 
those ideas your touchstones as you carry 
out @ twofold assignment. First, use all 
your ingenuity to banish any reasons you 
might have to feel bored. Second, invoke 
your eraftiest optimism and wildest disci- 
pline as you identify a goal whose pursuit 
will Move you ever closer to the state the 
‘nysties call heaven-on-earth. 


GEMINA (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

# a study of pop songs, sociologists from 
‘he University of Colorado concluded that 
love isn't as popular a topic as it used to 
5e. Bestselling tunes sung by women 
‘arely use words like “care” and “cher- 
'sh” anymore, and references to love 
have declined precipitously. Meanwhile, 


ENTER TO WIN A BUCK 65 CD LIBRARY AND TICKETS 
TO THE MAY 1ST SHOW AT MCDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH. SEND YOUR NAME AND DAYTIME PHONE 
NUMBER TO BUCK6S@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Male singers ignore love and obsess on 
sex far more than they once did, and both 
genders revel in pain and selfishness at a 
higher rate. | tell you this, Gemini, as a 
prelude to announcing your assignment, 
which is to counteract the trend | just 
described. For the foreseeable future, be 
a prolific genius of love, a creator of 
beautiful collaborations, an unsentimen- 
tal devotee of sweet and tender intimacy. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

“Many a man fails to become a thinker for 
the sole reason that his memory is too 
good,” wrote Friedrich Nietzsche. | suggest 
you contemplate that riddle, Cancerian. Is 
your ability to stir up new perspectives 
sometimes hindered by the deep feelings 
you have about your history? Is it possible 
that past experiences you've grown to 
treasure tend to diminish your motivation 
to reinvent yourself periodically? If so, it's a 
perfect time to break free of the old days 
and old ways. Induce a little forgetfulness 
so that you're more available for the future. 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

Is there really such a thing as free will, or 
are our destinies shaped by forces beyond 
our control? Here's one way.to think about 
that question: maybe some people actually 
have more free will than others. Not 
because they have more money. (Many rich 
folks are under the spell of their instincts, 
after all.) Not because they have a high-sta- 
tus position. (A boss may have power over 
others but little power over himself.) Rather, 
those with a lot of free will have earned 
that privilege by taking strong measures to 
dissolve the conditioning they absorbed 
while growing up. They've acted on the 
advice of psychologist Carl Jung: “Until you 


if} 


BUCK65.COM 


make the unconscious conscious, it will 
direct your life and you will call it fate." As 
you enter the phase of your astrological 
cycle when more free will is yours for the 
taking, Leo, meditate on these thoughts. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

The billboard | saw said, “Develop a recre- 
ational habit that won't show up in your 
urine.” | didn’t catch what product it was 
advertising, but there was an image of a 
hang-glider, so | figure it was promoting 
outdoor sports as a preferable alternative to 
taking drugs. The billboard message hap- 
pens to be excellent advice for you, Virgo. In 
the coming weeks, you'll be wise to seek 
liberating adventure and explore new 
modes of natural fun. Doing so will steer 
you away from a path that could lead to 
messy adventure and decadent fun. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

Why do people have sex? A study by the 
University of Texas found that there are 
237 reasons, from “| wanted to communi- 
cate at a deeper level” to “| wanted to 
boost my self-esteem” to “| wanted to be 
closer to God.” According to my research, 
Libra, you're likely to be motivated by as 
many as 25 of those factors in the coming 
weeks, way up from your average of eight. 
We might logically conclude, then, that 
you may seek out erotic experiences at a 
fate three times your norm. 


SCORPIO (067 23- NOV 21) 

“Opinion is really the lowest form of human 
knowledge,” says educator BillBullard. “It 
requires no accountability, no understand- 
ing. The highest form of knowledge is 
empathy, for it requires us to suspend our 


egos and live in anothers world. It requires 
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profound, purpose-larger-than the-self kind 
of understanding.” In that spirit, Scorpio, | 
encourage you to renounce three of your 
opinions, preferably those that are least- 
well-informed and not rooted in first-hand 
experience. | also challenge you to carry out 
a week-long experiment based on the fol- 
lowing hypothesis: expanding your capacity 
for empathy will make you smarter 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22- DEC 21) 

Your metaphorical pregnancy has gone on 
rather long. No reason to panic. I'm sure 
your brainchild or masterpiece will arrive 
shortly, But just for fun, maybe you could 
watch a time-lapse film of a rose opening. 
That was helpful in expediting the birth 
process for two new mothers | know. Here 
are two other tricks to try, even if the 
blessed event you're about to enjoy is purely 
symbolic: arrange to be in a place where a 
storm is coming on. Folk tradition says that 
labour often follows drops in barometric 
pressure. Or get a hold of rings made from a 
rattlesnake tail. Early American explorers 
Lewis and Clark gave them to their Native 
American guide Sacagawea when it was 
near her time, and they seemed to magically 
expedite the baby’s arrival. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

I've got three messages for you. They 
may seem unrelated, but by this time next 
week you will see that they are intimately 
interconnected. 1) Unless you were raised 
in the woods by badgers, it’s a perfect 
moment to slip into your second child- 
hood. 2) Unless you really can't stand 
having your mind changed, it's an excel- 
lent time to launch a daring project that 
would have seemed impossible to the 
person you were a year ago. 3) People 


unsympathetic to your cause may think 
you're in the throes of delusions of 
grandeur, but those of us who have faith 
in your untapped powers say they're not 
delusions but viable fantasies 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

On the San Francisco State University cam- 
pus, the lampposts shine blue lights, It’s not 
just a decorative touch. Of all the colours, 
blue best pierces through fog, which is a 
fegular feature in that part of the world. In 
this-spirit, | suggest you install a blue light 
bulb in a prominent place in your environ- 
ment for the next two weeks. It will be a 
symbolic reminder that there may be more 
mental murk and emotional haze for you to 
navigate through than usual. With the prop- 
er illumination, you won't be deluded or 
slowed down a bit 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) x. 
The Washington Post gave its readers an 
assignment: come up with a statement 
they'd like to sneak on fo President Bush's 
teleprompter during a major speech. 
Chances would be good that he'd proba- 
bly just say it, right? The entries included 
"| shall make it my duty to eat a kitten for 
breakfast every day,” “Global warming 
can be reversed if everyone just turned 
his air conditioner around,” and “! wish to 
announce my conversion to Islam.” | bring 
this to your attention, Pisces, because 
you're in peril of getting into a situation 
like that. Unless you're careful, youbadiid 
end up saying things you don’t mean or 
expressing yourself in ways that don't 
reflect your actual feelings. To make sure 
that doesn’t happen, concentrate hard on 
communicating with maximum clarity and 
candor. w 
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Audience split shows the 
problem with popularity 


| QUEERMONTON 


| TAMARA GORZALKA 
tan @vueweekly.com 


The first Women in the Round concert 
on Apr 17 was shoddily attended with 
only a handful of tables filled at the Blue 
Chair Café, It was disappointing. The 
food was great and so were the per- 
formances, but the show ended early 
and the intermission was cut short 
pé@iese so few people were there. 

Friday was different. Concerts of queer 
interest were happening all over the city. 
The Wet Secrets were playing at the 
ARTery and Spreepark songs were being 
covered at the Jekyll and Hyde Pub in 
preparation for the musical Willkommen 
in Spreepark. All the gay boys probably 
went to one of those shows. 

| know where all the lesbians ended up, 
Prism Bar and Grill. It was crazy. The bar 
filled up quickly for the Round’s second 
show, it was standing room only. Or more 
importantly, dykes with tall, spiky hair 
blocking my happily seated view. The con- 
cert started early in the evening and 
women kept coming in throughout the two 
setmpcould tell from their bewildered 
looks that most really had no idea what 
they were paying cover for. They were just 
there for a Friday night at the bar: 

Since the Roost closed | haven't really 
gone out clubbing. Nothing has interested 
me as a replacement. New City is too 
much work (I'm too old for all that dressing 
up) and Buddy's still makes me uncomfort- 
able. Apparently a lot of women are head- 
ing to Prism now, and good for them, the 
bar's been ignored for way too long. 

But that's no excuse for being rude. 
Never have | heard so many lesbians 
yelling “Shut the fuck up!” The audience 
seemed to be split in two, the actual con- 
cent geers seated quietly at tables, occa- 
sionally glancing over to the unruly other 
half standing near the pool tables, acting 
like a bratty kid sister who refuses to be 
quiet. When Kate Reid whistled into the 
mic and asked for calm, no one even 
noticed. Later in the show Sarah Mac- 
Dougall pleaded with the crowd to quiet 
down, she said her fingers were getting 
sore from having to play so forcefully. It 
was clear nothing would get to them. 

Reid, MacDougall and Joanna Chap- 
man-Smith still performed an amazing 
show. Reid seemed to be the only one 
wife"could raise her voice above the 
crowd, she was able to distract them 
with many humorous references to being 
a big ol’ dyke in her music. “Co-op Girlz,” 
her ade to attempting to hook-up with 
the deli-counter girl at a small.town gro- 
cery store, elicited a spirited response, 
bue’awvondered how anyone had even 
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heard the lyrics enough to react to them. 


IT’S NOT REALLY Prism’s fault that 
they're suddenly popular. Lately they've 
been attracting concert-goers of assort- 
ed ages, young people who just want to 
dance and older ladies who are used to 
hanging out at their favourite pub. 
Unfortunately, none of these groups 
mesh well together. Not catering to 20- 
somethings looking to party is a pretty 
good way to sink a business. Turning 
away the regular clientele who've sup- 
ported them for years would be unfair. 
And while they may not be properly set 
up for all the shows and concerts, where 
else would these performances be held? 

It's hard for live music venues to make 
it even if they’re able to cater to the 
whole population, so the chances of an 
exclusively queer one achieving success 
are basically non-existent. 

Our bars almost always seem to dou- 
ble as performance spaces, a concept 
that probably developed for drag shows. 
They've also become great places for 
theatre, comedians, burlesque shows 
and talent nights. It’s hard to imagine 
what other home many of these kind of 
events would have. 

Now that queer artists are finding 
more acceptance in certain genres, one 
has to wonder if “straight” venues will 
be willing to start holding gay events. 
Stolli’s had drag performances for a bit, 
but they ultimately proved not profitable 
enough. Tuesdays at the Oil City Road- 
house have become an unofficial gay 
night, but it would be different if the bar 
actually sanctioned them. The clubs 
want to have their cake and eat it too by 
letting a gay night happen but not pro- 
moting or talking about it. Can you 
blame them? Queer clubbers are notori- 
ously fickle and risking your regular 
clientele on a niche market is just not a 
good business move 

| ran into a lawyer friend and her wife 
at Prism. The Women in the Round gals 
were staying with them and they invited 
us over for an after-show gathering. The 
folkies played a few more tunes and it 
was so relaxing, the complete antithesis 
to earlier that night. No annoying drunks 
blocking my way or confused women try- 
ing to play Deer Hunter. That's how | want 
to see my music, in a peaceful setting 
where | can actually hear the notes being 
played. That's what I'd experienced in the 
sparsely attended evening before at the 
Blue Chair. Was Prism better attended 
because it was a Friday night and the 
cover was cheaper, or did the women 
who were there for the music prefer the 
idea of experiencing it in a gayer setting? 
And what can | do next time to shut the 
Noisy bitches up? w 
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ALBERTA YOUTH: 6 IN THE BOOM 
YEARS Chateau Louis Conference Centre, 11727 
Kingsway Ave (447-9234) # A conference spon- 
sored by the Alberta Teachers’ Association * May 
1 © Free, pre-register 


AMAZE-ING AGRICULTURE AgriCom, Hall D 
471-7210) * How is the food we eat made? 

ere does it come from? Displays for children of 
allages ¢ Sat, Apr. 26 (10am-2pm) * Free 


ARTS OUTREACH BIG BANDS MacEwan's 
Centre for the Arts (497-4303) ¢ For musicians of 
all levels to play a variety of music * Tue or Wed 
(7:30-9:30pm) 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside 
Presbyterian Church basement, N. door, 6 Berard Dr, 
Bishop St, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert * 
For adult children of alcoholic and dysfunctional fam- 
ilies © Mest every Mon including holidays (7:30pm) 


BIKE MONTH AND BIKEOLOY FESTIVAL MEET- 
ING Stanley A. Milner Library, 7 Winston Churchill 
Sq, 6th Fi meeting room, www.bikeology.ca * A 
discussion of Bike Month and Bikeology past and 
present plans and descriptions of volunteer position 
* Wed, Apr. 30 (7-9pm) 


GRAVEL PIT OPPOSITION COM- 
MITTEE Edmonton Marriott River Cree Resort, 
Grand Ballroom, www.stopthegravelpit.ca * Public 
forum to discuss Qualico’s controversial ji pit 
application within the city * Mon, Apr. 28 (7pm) 


IN JANE AUSTEN SOCIETY Seal A. 
Milner Library, Edmonton Room ¢ Austen and the 
Garden Make-over presented by Shannon Campbell 
© Sat, Apr. 26 (2-4pm) ® Free 


FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING FOR NON-PROAT 
ORGANIZATIONS Whitemud Crossing Library, 
4211-106 St, www.cassfraser.ca * Presented by 
Cass and Fraser © Apr. 29 (1-5pm) 


FREE YOGA Lululemon Athletica Kingsway security 

entrance 2 (471-1200) © All levels welcome, new 

shics each week, mats provided ® Every Sun (6- 
pm, 


GREAT EXPEDITIONS HOSTEL TRAVEL SLIDE 
SCHEDULE Hostelling Intemational, 10647-81 Ave 
(454-6216/455-6741) © Get togethers are held on 
the second Mon each month © Free 


GREENING OUR SPIRITS Robertson-Wesley 
United, 10209-123 St, www.pathways-centre,org 
(428-6299) # Featuring speaker Dr. McFague, author 
of Life Abundant: Rethinking Theology and Economy 
for a Planet in-Peril ® Fri, May 2 © $70 (Pathways 
member)/$80 (non-member)/$b0 (student) 


IMAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Pleasantview 
Community Hall, 10860-57 Ave (469-9776/452- 
6224/962-6561) © Informative, entertaining presen- 
tations, speakers, workshops, outings * 2nd and 4th 
Thu each month (8pm); Sept-May 


PLANET PARTY John Janzen Nature Centre, 7000- 
143 St ® Learn how to “green-up” your life, about 
composting and recycling. John Acorn, the Nature 
Nut, talks about the conservation of the world's 
ecosystems * Sun, Apr. 27. (1-4pm) * $1.35 
(child)/$2 (adult) $5.50 (family)/$1.65 (senior) 


SENIOR LAMA TASHI DONDUP www kar- 
matashiling.ca (633-6157) ® Leads traditional 
Tibetan meditation, chants and empowerment cere- 
mony @ Apr. 26-27 


SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVIE NIGHT Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton, Main Hall, 10804-119 St * 
Food Sue Panacea or Poison and Sweet Misery 
Fri, Apr. 25 (7pm) 


STEPHEN LEWIS Winspear Centre (428-1414) « 
Not All Talk... An Evening with Stephen Lewis * 
Wed, Apr. 30 © $50, $65, $250 (VIP pass incl. post- 
show reception with Stephen Lewis) at the Winspear 
box office 428-1414; proceeds to support Plannes 
Parenthood Edmonton and the Alberta Society. for 
the Promotion of Sexual Health’s programs and an 
Endowment fund in Planned Parenthood’s name 


THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY Steeps Tea Lounge, 
11116-82 Ave (988-8105) © Documentary The Global 
Banquet * Tue, Apr. 29 (7pm) * Free 


TOUCHED BY MURDER-NOTIFICATION, 
TRAUMA, HEALING The Fantasyland Hotel, WEM 
eS * Victims of Homicide, Western 

nadian Conference ® May 1-2 


UHILE KO NEPAL/SIX STORIES Matro Cinema, 
Zeidler Hall Citadel, 102 Ave, 99 St (989-6025) « 
Two documentaries about Nepal * Thu, Apr. 24 
(7:30pm) * $10, proceeds to the Himalayan Health 
and Hospitals Project-3HP 


VIMFF BEST OF THE FEST Royal Alberta Museum 
© The best from the Vancouver Mountain Festival: 
Great White Fright, Patagonian Winter, and Keen 
Youth * Fri, Apr. 25 (7pm) * $15 (adv) at Track ’N 
Trail, ph 432-1707 


WHAT'S UP WITH THE ONE YEAR GAP 
Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers, _ 
10010-107A Ave, Rm 2-4 (upstairs) * Information, 
discussion and dialogue on issues affecting new- 
comer students * Apr. 24 (noon-1:30pm) 


WOMEN GATHERING EVENT Bonnie Doon Hall, 
9240-93 St (439-9039) * Dancing, yoga. music and 
more ® Apr. 25-27 * Weekend pass: $75 (advi/$85 
(door); Sat evening only: (6:30pm door): $18 


* with HIV © Tue (7-9pm); Support group * 


fadvi/$20 at Earth’s General Store, 
Kisses Den gh 438-8008 Coeds 
WOMEN IN BLACK in front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market © Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd Sat 
(10-11am) every month, stand in silence for a world 
without violence 


Prable Open ist Soran, fr Spm-apmn Si 

od n ni im, 5 © Sun: 

Rotatini drag shows with Mz Bianca end iva Vanity 

Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and 

Donnatella NE1 in The GoDonna Show, DJ_ 

addy * Mon: Amateur strip contest 
lestCoastBabyDaddy 


WestCoastBabyDaddy © Fri: We 

DJ Eddy Faeroe early to avoid lineup, no 
cover before 10pm * Sat: Undie night for men only, 
free pool and tourney, DJ Arrawchaser 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamed- 
monton.ca * Women’s Drop-In Recreational 
Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 10227-118 St (465- 
3620); Wed (6-7:30pm) ® Bootcamp; St. Alphonsus, 
11624-81 St; Mon (7-8pm); bootcamp@teamedmon- 
ton.ca * Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100 3414 
Gateway Blvd; Sat Gapre bowling@teamedmon- 
ton.ca * Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; running@teamed- 
monton.ca * Sul NAIT pool, 11762-1065 St; 
Tue (8-9pm), Thu (7:30-8:30pm); swimming@teamed- 
monton.ca * Voll oil 101 Amiskiwacy Academy, 
Municipal Airport Terminal just off Kingsway, We 
recreational (8-10pm); recvolleyball@teamedmon- 
ton.ca; Thu Intermediate; volleyball @teamedmon- 
ton.ca © YOGA (Hatha): Free Lion's Breath Yoga; 
every Sun (2-3:30pm); yoga@teamedmonton.ca 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus * Campus-based 
organization for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identi- 
fied and queer (LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, 
academic, sean allies and support staff * 3rd Thu 
every month {fall/winter terms): Speakers Series. 
Contact Kris (kwells@ualberta.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmliv- 
ingpositive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) ° 
Providing confidential peer support to wean living 

V jaily drop- 
in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St. 
Jean, Rm 3-18 (490-7332) © Program for HIV-AIDS 
revention, treatment and harm reduction in French, 
‘nglish and other African languages * 3rd and 4th 
Sat (9am-5pm) every month * Free (member)/$10 
(membership) ® Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www.ceoc- 
ities.com/makingwaves_edm © Recreational and 
competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged ta we Socializing after prac- 
tices ® Every Tue, Thu 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave, 
www, ridecentreofedimoton ng (Ess 23 ° 
Open Tue-Fri ipm-10pm, Sat 12-6:30pm LGBT 
Seniors Drop-in: Social time forseniors of all gen- 
ders to get together with tea and snacks; every Thu 
and Tue (1-4:30pm) ¢ CA: Meet every Thu (7pm) # 
Womonspace: Board neetinay st Sun every month 
(10: aes * Youth Movie Night: Fri (6pm) 
Suit Up and Show Up: AA big book study group; 
evar Sat (12pm) * Youth Understanding Youth: 
Youth (up to 25 years) support and social group; 
every Sat (7-Spm) e-mail yuy@shaw.ca * Trans 
Education/Support Group: A place to come and be 
oUrsel Support and education for Transsexual, 
fransgendered, Intersexed, Two-Spirited and ques- 
tioning individuals at any point in transition; 1st 
and 3rd Sun every month (2-4pm), www.alberta- 
trans.org ® Men Talking with Pride: Men's social 
and discussion group facilitated by Rob Wells, rob- 
wells780@hotmail.com; every Sun (7pm) * HIV 
Support Group; 2nd Mon every month (7pm) * ma 
Alliance; suena meeting, Transgender, r 
Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning. Education, 
Advocacy and Support for Men, Women and Youth; 
2nd Tue every month (7:30pm) * PFLAG: A support 
and resource group for parents and friends of GLBT 
individuals; 1st Tue every month (7pm) * Youth 
Theatre Project: Youth-led acu addresses homo- 
ee through theatre and a video project; every 
fed (7pm), Email 

Emily@pridecentreofedmonton.org * YouthSpace: 
A safe and fun drop-in for LGBTQ youth (up to 25); 
Tue-Sat (3-7pm) 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209- 
123 St (482-1587) www.twuc.org ¢ Soul OUTing: an 
LGBT-focused altemative worn he 3rd Sun eve 
month (7pm); worship Sun (10:30am); people of al 
sexual orientations welcome. A LGBT monthly book 
club and a bi-monthly film night. Call for more info or 
email jravenscroft@rwuc.org 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (436- 
1555) © People of all sexual orientations are wel- 
come * Every Sun (10am worship) 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open _ 
Daily (noon) # Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick 
* Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


ART FOR ART Timms Centre. 87 Ave, 112 St, U of A 
Campus * Women of Hope, anti-retroviral therapy 
fundraising event; a silent art auction of works 
donated by well-known local artists to benefit the 
Keiskamma Trust in South Africa © Mays (door 
6:30pm; bidding 7pm Rosin ‘at 9pm) # $25 (adv) at 
TIX on the Square 420-1757; $30 (door) 


BOOKSZEAT GALA Stanley A. Milner Library (496- 
7051) © Literary hors d'oeuvres and win, bid on 
“edible books” created by master chefs and on silent 
auction items * May 3 (7:30pm) © $100; proceeds 
support eh Lois Hole Library, semi-formal dress 
CHILD HAVEN INTERNATIONAL Maharajah 
Banquet Hall, 9257-34A Ave (405-3888) * Dinner 
and silent auction and Child Haven slide show pre- 
sented by by Bonnie and Fred Cappuccino * Sat, 
Apr. 26 (6-10pm) © $30 (adv. only) www.child- 
haven.com 


DINING OUT FOR LIFE® Various restaurants, 


pasts, oa priahe 


KIDS WITH FUNDRAISER Raw Beauty 
Hair Salon, 200 St. Albert rape Albert * $40 hair 
cuts; all haircut to Kids with Cancer 
Sociaty of Edmonton * Sat, Apr. 26 {10am-4pm) 
KIWANIS MUSIC FESTIVAL * MacEwan Alberta 
College Campus, 10050 MacDonald Dr, www.edmon- 
tonkiwanis. usicfest * Until May 7 
WIGHT OF ARTISTS FESTIVAL NOA XI TransAlta 
Arts Bams, 10330-84 Ave * Folk Roots Café: Sat, 
Apr. 26 (pen $7 (adv)/$10 (door) * Retro Art Party: 
music by the Retrofitz, fashion show, art by Lewis 
Lavoie; . 26 (8pm), $25 (adv)/$30 (door) « 
Diverse World, One Stage: storytelling and artworks; 
Sun, Apr. 22 {ean $12 {adv/$15(door)* The 
Wander Show/Grande Finale: Featuring Wendy 
MacNeil, Samantha Schultz; art by Lewis Lavioe; 
Sun, Apr. 27 lepm $20 (adv)/$25 (door) * Openin, 
Hah j. Apr. 25 ® Weekend pass, Fri-Sun, Apr. 25- 
27- $60 at TIX on the Square 
PECHA KUCHA NIGHT Winspear Centre, 
www.edmontonnextgen.com * Presentations bi 
local designers, architects and artists followed i 
ihe seu is of DJ Sweetz ® May 1 (6:30pm) « $: 
oor) 
WOMEN GATHERING EVENT Bonnie Doon Hall, 
9240-93 St (439-9039) © A weekend of celebrating 
and learning with workshops, music and painting, 
and a Saturday supper * Apr. 25-27 © Weekend 
pass: $75 (adv)/$85 (door); Individual pass: Sat 
evening (6:30pm); $18 {adv)/$20 (door); tickets at 
Earth’s General Store, Frog Kisser's Den; 
www.womengathering.com 


KARAOKE 


BLIND PIG 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert © 
Wed/Fri: Karaoke with Shelly 

BILLY BOB'S SPORTS BAR Continental Inn, Stony 
Plain Rd (484-7751) ¢ Wed ieee Thu, Fri, Sat 
{9:30pm-1:30am): with Right Said Ed 
CASTLEDOWN’S PUB 16753-100 St © Tue (9pm- 
Jam): with Off-Key Entertainment 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Rc 
© Tue (9pm) with Sonia/Prosound 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd 
rail) * Thu (10:30pm) ® Wed: Name that 
une 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave * Sat (9pm-1am) 

GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) © Tue 
(9:30pm): Gord’s Best Live Singing Show 
HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) « Fri, 
Sat (8pm-midnight): Hot Karaoke Productions 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) * Fri 
Karaoke with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 
INGLEWOOD PUB 12402-118 Ave (451-1390) « 
Thu, Fri, Sat: Karaoke 

JASPER PLACE HOTEL 15326 Stony Plain Rd (489 
1906) ® Mon (8pm-12am): Karaoke 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) 
© Sat (10pm-Zam); Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
LAMONT HOTEL « Last Fri every month (10pm: 
Zam); with ProSound Productions 


LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 

Gateway Blvd (431-5815) « Sun (8pm): With 

Evolution Entertainment 

MAZADAR 10725-104 Ave (429-4940) © Fri (Spm 

late): with Chris 

MO0J0'S Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan 
998-7888) Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound 
roductions 

MONA LISA'S PUB 9606-118 Ave (477-7752) * 

Thu, Fri, Sat: sound and songs with great hosts 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Thu 
NEW WEST HOTEL 15025-111 Ave « Sun (3-7pm) 
NIKITA'S 10162-100A St (414-0606) * Tue, Thu 
(7pm-12am): with Shelley 

O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave (459-8155) 
© Thu (9pm): Name that Tune 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * 
Mon (9:30pm): with Wil Clark and Mr. Entertainment 
Thu (Spm): Salsa Rocks with Cuban salsa DJ 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-121 St (457-1649) » Wed. 
Thu, Sun (9:30pm-2am): with TLE Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 S’ 
(988-5457) © Sat (9pm): hosted by Jenny Joy 
ROSARIOS 11715-108 Ave (447-4727) # Longest 
running Karaoke bar, 7 days a week 

ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL + Downtown, 1060+ 
101 St (423-3499) © Mon-Sat (gem Sun om with 
Ruth © Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1600), daily 
(9: wi Old Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (439- 
7211; Thu-Sat (9:30pm-1:30am) *. 99 St, 63 Ave 
Thu-Sat (9pm-lam} with Off-Key Entertainment 
THORSBY HOTEL © Sat (9:30pm-1:30em): with 
ProSound Productions 


SPORTSWORLD RS ERTS ROLLER SKATING 
DISCO 13710-1048 see ‘© Tue, Fri-Sat 
(7pm-midnight); Sat-Sun (1-Spm| 


TRANSIT HOTEL 12720 Fort Rd * Thu (7:30- 

11:30pm}; with ProSound Productions 

WILLY'S PUB 990 Lakeland Village, Sherwood 

© Every-2nd Sat (9:30pm-1:30am! 

X-WRECKS LOUNGE 9303-50 St * Wed (7:30 

11:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound 

YESTERDAY'S 112-205 ie Dr, St. Albert 

(4ss-0785) } © Thu (9:30pm-Zam): with Off-Key 
ntertainment 


eg 
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ate Speed Dating for Singles. Wed 
30 at The Gallery Bar Ages: 32-39, 42-49 & 52- 
ni ray ena st 
é inutedate.ca 


__ EDUCATIONAL 


Actors Needed... 
Must include professional attitude and desire to 
~~ succeed. 
www.vadastudios.com 


HELP WANTED 


Looking for fun, outgoing, challenge driven to work 
for a great boss pettiearoctite work environ- 
spent this summer. Make $14-$25 per hour and get 
paid what you're worth. Full time! We paint houses, 
businesses and oa ewicey: mail nkawul- 


imail.com 


Mature, dependable person required for order entry 
and office duties with southside publishing firm. 
I resume to mtchir@lonepinepublishing.com 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume to 
10536 124 Street 


Shipper/Receiver for Edmonton warehouse. Gr 12, lift 
, over 3 years exp, forklift, computer literacy. 
package. Resumes to 


Competitive wage, benefits 
info@lonepinepublishing.com or fax 433-9646. 


Had Enough? Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


DRINK COFFEE, TALK ON THE PHONE, 


MAKE MONEY! 
Looking for the perfect job with good 


"iwi 


STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours -A 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu 
pem/PT. Must have mintvan or buck Looking 12 voi 
able, responsible person. 


—— ee 
Sales Assistant F/T for Edmonton book publisher, $25 
to $32K. benefits. Microsoft Office aud. Post-sec- 
ondary and sales experience an asset. Excellent writ- 
Ing, phone, and oral communication skills. Resumes 
fax or email sales@lonepinepublishing.com 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE] TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world 
Next in-class or ONLINE Jobs guar- 


anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941. 


FOR SALE 
Ihave AKC Registered English bulldog puppies for 
sale. They are so sweet, playfull and good with other 
pets you will not want ta let her go. | you are inter- 
ested you can pls Email me @ 
lisa_copper001@yahao.com 


FRAMING 


ee es 
PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHO 


Affordable picture frame options Music Posters 
8126 Gateway Bld. 439.0403 


MUSICAL EQUIPMENT 


ee ee 
TOA PA. 300 watt, 6 channel E.0.. Reverb, Comp. c/w 


3 way ported 15” Yamaha Cabinets suitable for 
garage bands, community halls, Os. $1200 963-4984 


Panay piano suitable for conversion to bar, CD rack, 
ish tank. Requires extensive work. $300 963-4984 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC, 221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program. 


EVENTS 


Huge Rummage Sale at Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 
101 St, 84 Ave on Apr. 25 (6-9pm), Apr. 26 (9:30am- 
pm) free admission 


Went to Nicotine Anonymous 
meetil vane Serie Ebenezer United Church 
Hall, 106 Ave, 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 

(NON PROAT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone ta jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. 
Ads more than 20 words are subjact to regular price 
or cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in writ- 
ing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run for 
four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel please 
phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
lenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
$: Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Night 32 Productions, in association with the _ 
Commercial Hotel, is in the early stages of es 
4 telavision comedy series for national audience, 

series is titled “Dogs ‘n’ Snakes and Innocent 

omen.” 


The episodes are based on true life stories of the 

on Whyte regutars and their adventures, misad- 
ventures, shenanigans and escapades in life and lave. 
We are looking for stories, creative team members, 

Actors and actresses, blues musicians and jammers. 
Material can be dropped off at the front desk at the 
ial Hotel or mailed to Night 32 Productions, 

Box 342, 10654 Whyte Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta, 

T6E 2A7 or email to earthmm@telus nat 


eee 
Local Independent Film looking for volunteer actors, 
Actresses, tech, and makeup crew for dark action 
Vampire film, Great for experience and possible axpo- 
sure. To inquire email Kiwiproductions4@hotmail.com 


Photographer Seeks interesting, strong, photogenic 
faces. Sitter will be repaid with free photographs 
(8x10,11x14). Contact Gerry contact@geryyaum.com, 
Www.gerryyaum.com 


eee 
Fringe production (Hamletmachine by Heiner Muller) 
is looking for male and female actors for the 2008 
festival. For audition info please contact Alyssa 
Hudson @ 432-3747 


Musical director wanted for musical comedy for 
Edmonton Fringe produced by Maggots Inc. Contact 
Chris at 918-6644 or: wila ahoo.am 


Looking for local artists to donate art for charity auc- 
tion for www.ihuman.org for June. Please contact 
Jeannette ASAP jegan@ualberta.ca 


Harcourt Housa Arts Centre 
Call for Submissions for Artist in Residence Program 
Submission deadline: May 31 
Residency to Commence: Nov. 1, 2008 


OEE eee 
Call To Enter for The Works Art & Design Festival 1st 
Annual Chalk Art Contest. Jume 28-29, Sir Winston 
Churchill Square, Registration Forms at www.the- 
works.ab.ca. Mail registration forms to: Suite 200, 
10225-100 Ave Edmonton, AB, T5J OAt 
Deadline: May 15, 5 pm 


Call To Enter: The Works Art & Design “Smaller Than 

a Bread Box Exhibit” 3x3x6, any material. All entries 

will be exhibited during The Works Festival June 20. 
duly 2. Applications at www.theworks.ab.ca; 


ine: May 15 


Edmonton's Next Gen js looking for local designers to 
present at its first Pecha Kucha night. For info on 
presentation guidelines or to submit an application 

email info@edmontonnextgen.com 


MUSICIANS 


music and arts festival. Have fun and gain great expe- 
rience! Website hotemf.com. Please call 758-9858 ie 
more info 


The Foundation for Families in Transformation Board 
Members Recruiting / Infoline: 448-1 180. Seeking 
hands-on board members (3 year term) to assist in 

establishing our future directions in helping 
families/individuals with Challenging life transitions 


Sa a Ee 

Volunteer for the AGA and mest other art enthusiasts, 

get a free membership after 30 hrs of volunteer work, 

pet Invitations to events and movies, For info contact 

riscilla Wagar at 422-6223 or Pwagar@artgalleryal- 
berta.com 


—————$—$—————— 
Volunteers needed for the Planet Party, Sun, Apr. 27 
(1-4pm) at the John Janzen Nature cme 
www.edmontonbikes.ca 


Bike Month Bikeology Festival voluntaar Meeting on 
Wed, Apr. 30 at Stanlay Milner Library, 6th Fl meat- 
ing Rm 


S.CARS 
Second Chance Animal Rescue Society 
There is a suitable home for all 
homeless animals, young or old! 
scarscare.org 


The Si Network: Volunteer today to ba a 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on tine at: ww. thesup 
portnetwork.com or call 732-6648 


Meals on Wheels, volunteer kitchen help and drivers 
needed, weekdays 10am-1pm. Call 429-2020, 
Volunteers are needed for a U of A research Study on 
the experiences of people who have been victimized 
by identity theft (18+ yrs), Contact Dr. Jessica Van 
Vliet at 780-492-5894 *E: |DTheftStudy@ualberta,ca 


ElderCare provides day programs for seniors 
Volunteers are needed to help with daily activities 
Such as crafts, card games and socializing. Please call 
434-4747 Ext, 4 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for Elder Care. Bingo volun 
teers are needed to help raise funds for program 
meals and outings. Ph 434-4747, ext, 4 


Exposure: Edmonton's Queer Arts and Culture Fastival 
Seeks steering committee voluntears. Visit 
WWw.exposurefestival.ca 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old, 
Www. youthvoluntaerca 


Pro-level bass player wanted for original/cavers rock 
trio. Back-up vocals over 25 under 45. Please be seri- 
ous and professional. 860-8277 


Edmonton's newest live music venue looking for all 
positions: door to bar manager. Exp. prefered. .Email 
resumes to; derekpraught@shaw.ca 


Buskers wanted Aug. 2 outdoor family event in Stony 
Plain, Must register. Spcountrymarket@hotmail.com 
445-9114 Seeking lively, friendly entertainers 


Drummer wanted for 
3-piece indie rock band 
Call Jake 235-0821 


Looking for serious Drummer, Guitar Player, and 
Bassist wanting to try an experimental project and 
some studio experience. Influences Sensor, Risa 
Against, Anthrax, Rage Against the Machine. Inquire 
at kiwiproductions4@hotmail.com 


Drummer/bass player wanted, infl; Black Label Society, 
Overkill, Exodus, Anthrax, Suicidal Tendericies. Must 
have wheels and no BS! Bleed Black Label Society, call 
Critter, 660-6923 


VOLUNTEER 


Join in the hottest new trend of personal history. 
Unique volunteer opportunity to develop your artistic 
and writing skills by helping to put together a collec- 

tion of life history stories of Edmonton elders. 
Interviews have been conducted, we now need some- 
one to assist with transcription, storywriting, and/or 
layout and design. 434-4747 axt 4 for info 


Committee looking for help with helping inner city 
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Old Strathcona Youth Society: Looking for volun 
teors (21+) interested in working with high-risk youth, 
drop-in setting. Naomi 496-5947, e-m: osye@telus.net 


Bo a Big Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! 
Call Big Brothor Big Sister today. 424-8181. 
Become an in-school mentor, just one hour a week 


Community Options Sociaty/Board Recruiting 2008 
2009: Community Options, a Society for Children & 
Families, is a non-profit Society, which has provided 
services to children and their familias in 
Edmonton/area since 1976, contact: Deb Huber, Board 
Member, E: debhuber@shaw.ca / 7: 637-6156 


Help to broadcast news nationally for the blind and 
print-restrictad! Email . 
edmonton@voiceprintcanada.com, or call 451-8391 


Special needs “Learn to Bike" courses at Gold Bar 
Park are looking for volunteer experienced cyclists to 
help with this course. Thu evenings May 1June 12; 

Sept. 4-Oct. 16. John at jbeolliar@shaw.ca 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for research studies 
with the Brain Neurobidlogy Research Program at 
UofA. Call 407-3906 


The Brain hee Reasearch Program at U of Ais 
seeking MAJOR DEP! Ession Sufferers who are inter- 
ested in participating in a research study. Call 407 
3906 


. 


festricted Edmontonians. Email edmonton@voice- 
Printcanada.com, or call 451-8331 


eee EEE 
PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 


volunteer tutors to work with adult Students in the 
Math Literacy Program. For info Ph 424-5514 


EC.A.W.AR. (EDMONTON COALITION AGAR 
WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers welcome 
Www.Wwage-peace.com for info/contacts, Ph 988-2713 


A call for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 944-4687 Visit: www.adhc.ca 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
Intemational: human Tights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention 
care. Www.cciorg.ca 


Do You Suffer From Post Partum Depression? BRAIN 
NEUROLOGY RESEARCH PROGRAM, Dept. of 
Psychiatry, U of A are seeking women with PosLoar 
tum depression to participate in a Study. Free child 
care and reimbursement will be provided. Contact 
407-3221 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. Donate items, bid, have a (reat time 
Carmen 429-0137 x233 
http://auction edmonton24hourrelay.com 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers for presentations and special 
events. Call Carmen at 444-1547 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society are looking for 


volunteer tutors to work with adult students in the 
ESL - English as 4 Second Language program Training 
and materials prided. Contact 424-5514 
Do you love art and people? Then the Nina Haggerty 
Centre for the Arts can use you! Come volunteer and 


show off your talents and passion. www.ninahe: fe 
yart.ca or 474-7611 


See your brain in action! Participate in research at 
UofA! Right-handed men, 30-50, Reimbursement pro 
vided. Call 604-0048 


Volunteer Drivers. Monday-Friday, $7.00 -$14.00 trip 
Driving seniors. 732-1221 


Do you love art and people? Then the Nina H dqgerty 

Centre for the Arts can use you! Come shaw off your 

talents. www.ninahaggertyart.ca; email: info@nina 
haggertyart.ca or call 474-7611 


CJSR NEWS: News is the telling of our community’ 
Stories. If you have stories that the world must hear, 
start volunteering with CJSR’s news department 
Gain experience in radio, contribute to a diverse 
munity, and learn new skills. Email naws@ejsi 


Literacy reading tutors needed to assist adults with 
disabilities learn basic reading and writing skills. 
Tutor training, materials and support Providewase 
hrs, 1-2hrs/wk, various locations, Erin 432-1137, ext 
357 


Seniors recreation activity aides needed to partic ipate 
(with crafts, scrapbooking, bingo, baking, ete) with 
disabled female seniors in extended care NE 
Edmonton, On site support provided. Day/evening 2 
hrs/wk. Ellen 432-1137, ext 362 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, adults 
(50+) to help seniors with vision toss. For more info 
call Catherine 453-8304 


Become a friend to a new Canadian and share a life- 
changing experience. Contact Dulari at 474-8554 


Food Not Bombs Looking for people to help out with 
cooking and serving of meals every Sunday, Ph 904- 
8751 or e-m: foodnotbombsedmontan@hotmail.com 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 732-6648. www.thesupportnetworttorr 


Help to broadcast news for blind and print- 


1S DRINKING A PROBLEM? 
AA. CAN HELP! 424-5900 
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4 YOU'RENOT . 
: THE ONLY ONE 
SMOKING THIS 
CIGARETTE 
The smoke from a cigarette is sot just 
nhaled by oker it 
bend oke which more that 


Cigarettes are highly addictive. 


La cigarette crée une tres 
forte dependance. — 
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fating/sha 

for basically the whole time. But 
ne’. ‘started rotator td et in 
ed not to ___ it’s just that you haven't yet. 


| do miro IE Even 
the I 


Lol new Beemer ina 
ae Call aay 


‘Assault Contre 
sO take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 
For information ph 423-4102 


DEAR POUT: ; 
Oh, who knows. | think we're just mam- 


_. Mals and once we've marked some- 


thing/someone with our (insert yucky 
metaphor here), that something must for- 
ever remain at least partly ours. It's hard 
to let go, even when what you're hanging 
on to is entirely unsuitable. You don’t 
really want that empty yogurt jug; you 
just don’t want anyone else to claim it. 
But someone will, and you'll be fine. In 
other words, it's not that you can’t let go, 


It should be obvious that the best way 
to get you past this in a hurry is to stop 


long-distance factor, every ~~ visiting. You don't really want to be this 
him reminded of all the 


dude's booty call, do you? And he doesn't 
seem like such a great pick to be your 
booty call, since he’s just pretty good at 
the only thing you're likely to be doing 
together. It would be different if you 


Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 414-6300 or check www.cmha- 
edmonton.ab.ca 


Overwhelmed? In a tough Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 482-INFO (4636) The 
Support Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 


SERVICES 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 
Assault Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) pro- 
vides crisis intervention, information, counseling, 
public education services. For a customized presen- 
tation T: 423-4102/F: 421-8734/E: info@sace.ab.ca; 
www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis Line: 423-4121 


Canadian Mental Health Association, 
www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca Education Program 
is pleased to offer workshops to give you the skills 

to intervene with people who may be at risk for 
suicide. Follow the links 


to ASIST or call 414- 
6300 


Have you been affected by another person's sexual 
behaviour? S-Anon is a 12-Step fellowship for family 
members and friends of sex addicts. Ph 988-4471 for 
meeting locations and info, or visit www-sanon.org 


Prestige Massage 
12 lovely Ladies, two Asians 
Duos by appointment 
WWW. prestigemassage.com 
8204 Coronet Rd 440-3643 


“were, =e at an aspiring singer and he were 
the only accompanist who understands ... 
oh, never mind. This story is going 
nowhere, just like what's left of your rela- 
tionship with Visit Guy. You miss him 
because you see him. and you resent the 
new girl because she’s taking some of 
what you've got left. Give her the whole 
thing. You don't need it. 

LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA: 

1am confused by my own thoughts. | fan- 
tasize constantly about my wife having 
sex with other men. She refuses, so | 
have quit asking her, but now | can't 
sleep, | am 36, with three children and 
I'm having three to four wet dreams a 
week about my wife having sex with 
other men. Most of the time the men 
don't even have faces, it's just me watch- 
ing my wife have sex. | love my wife very 
much and wonder why | have this fantasy. 
LOVE, SLEEPLESS 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Jackie James-Discrete and upscale 
Attractive petite brunette, MILF, 5ft - 90 Ibs 
Mature gentlemen only, edmt southside 
Ph 780-887-4989 


Misty .. Desirable redhead, mature, petite 
model Offers passion, spanking, fantasies or 


Greek. 442-3039 
5291 1047-001/053816197-002 


ASIAN TOUCH MASSAGE 
100% GFE, best service in town 


www freewebs.com/asiantouch 


Gothic Angel, 26 
Outealls only, flat rates quoted 
Independent escort 


4420744 
Uc # 7550546-001 


Independent Monique, 32 
Beautiful, amazing body, very busty 
Noon-8pm, 413-0294 


SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BANK 


% sE 


FOR SOLO SCENES 


www. EurossageOnWhyte.com 


10143 - Whyte Ave 
(82 Avenue) 


Beautiful Ladias - Jacuss/ - Movie Room 
Fireplace - ATH - Cash Only c 


We wil fulfill ail your Dreams & Desires! 


(780) 434-0905 


Open 10am - 11pm 7 days e week 


Free Parking at Rear 
Selectively Hiring 


DEAR SLEEPY: 

Nobody knows, so don't look at me. | 
mean it—nobody knows why anybody 
fantasizes about or fixates on anything; 
it's not just that nobody knows why you, 
the guy who wrote Andrea a letter, fix- 
ates on seeing his wife have sex with 
another guy. It may help to know that you 
have a great deal of company, and indeed 
it may help to take the pressure off to 
access yourself a little porn on the theme. 
Your search terms are probably “cuckold” 
(now that's a word with some years under 
its belt) and “hot wife” (although there's 
also “troilism” and “candaulism” if you 
want to get technical). If you do NOT 
want to see or read some porn | suggest 
you never, under any circumstances, 
google any of those terms. Even “wife” 
alone will get you some things you'd 
probably never want to tell your own wife 
you've seen, especially now that you've 
asked her and been turned down and 
she'd probably prefer not to have that 


ingle 
singe for. 


Try us FREE: code 2315 


ec > «eons 


eVine. 
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MORE MEN 4 MEN. 
780.413.7122 


particular discussion again. 

While | was waiting for the coffee. 
kick in this morning and trying to force my 
brain to cough up the term “troilism” for 
you, | did a little search myself and found 
this quite nice article on Nerve: 
nerve.com/dispatches/ma/cuckold/print- 
copy.asp which goes into great detail about 
the culture that’s grown up around cuckold- 
ing-the-fetish, which is not the sort of thing 
which could have flourished in the pre- 
Internet age but has certainly come into its 
own and aren't we proud. Actually, | have 
no problem with it provided it isn’t oPRmeF 
those situations where the man (usually) 
begs and whines and cajoles and bothers 
the woman (usually) past the point where it 
even makes sense to do so. Either she 
won't be changing her mind or she'll agree 
to it, meet someone else, and leave him 
Either way's OK with me. But neither 
applies to you. You're OK. If you can't sleep 
try exercise, melatonin or masturbation. 
LOVE, ANDREA 


1-900-561-5555 s2s/s0min 
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Edmonton 


780-665-0808 


y Réstrictinns apply 
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Try Crucseling Text for free. 


Text “irra” to SFREE ~ wrww.cnutseline.ca 


NO MORE LONE 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phont) 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 


a Aue zi FREE Trial tor MEN: 


702.2223 
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BEST 
OPTICAL 
STORE 


Village Landing _ Downtown 
D @) 140 St. Albert Rd q (> 10515-109 St 
459.4944 423.3937 


Opticigne & Sungios: Svecialist: 
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